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The West Hollywood Park Master Plan

This report summarizes the results of a ten month, three-phase planning effort for the
West Hollywood Park Master Plan in West Hollywood, CA. The first phase, “Recon-
naissance and Analysis”, consisted of documentation of the physical existing conditions
of the park, familiarization and assistance with the understanding of the purposes of the
park and a vision for its physical setting as an expression of those purposes. The second
phase “Park Program, Preliminary Master Plan and Feasibility Study” consisted of in-
depth and comprehensive alternate layouts of the park and its principal components with
an emphasis on the library, parking and the recreational and community facilities. Both
phases included interviews, meetings and workshops with the West Hollywood Parks
Master Plans Steering Committee, the Public Facilities Commission, the West Hollywood
City Council, City of West Hollywood Department heads and staff, stakeholders, inter-
est groups and the general public.

Upon completion of the first and second phases a preferred plan was agreed upon and
developed in the third phase “Final Master Plan and Feasibility Report” with an empha-
sis on establishing a framework for the future design of the park itself. The final plan
includes a summary of the costs and benefits of implementation as well as a road map for
the execution of the plan over time.

Introduction. This section describes the park, its purposes as currently expressed in its
existing condition and by those who use it, as well as general characteristics of its physical
setting. The purposes and process of the master plan are outlined and followed by the
vision statement which emerged from the Reconnaissance and Analysis phase .

The Park Master Plan. This section describes the master plan for the park and is
divided into the four main components beginning with the park itself, followed by the
library, the vehicular circulation and parking plan and finally the aquatics and recreation
centers.

Implementation and Investment. This section begins with the identification of those
facilities that will be removed and replaced in other locations in order to make way for the
expansion of the park. The implementation of the plan is described in four phases: 1) the
new library 2) the aquatics center with parking; 3) the recreation center with parking and
4) the completion of the park. A conceptual cost estimate outlines the capital investment
required to complete the implementation of the plan.

Appendices. This section includes a record of the interviews, meetings and forums
conducted throughout the process and acknowledgments of those who participated. Un-
der separate cover are: The background information and supporting analysis that are the
foundation for the new park plan; a more detailed set of guidelines for the landscape
component of the park; the supporting graphic materials for the City’s application to the
State of California for the funding of the library and a detailed construction cost estimate
for the library project .
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The West Hollywood Park Illustrative Plan. See Appendix Il for the Regulating Plan and
alternate Interpretations
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‘West Hollywood Park

West Hollywood Park lies within the city block bounded by Santa Monica Boulevard on
the north, Melrose Avenue on the south, San Vicente Boulevard on the east and Robertson
Boulevard on the west. Retail, restaurant and nightclub establishments line both sides of
Santa Monica Boulevard which is active during all hours of the day and evening and into
the late hours of the night on weekends. The boulevard is the main east-west vehicular
artery of the City, and pedestrian-friendly with wide tree-lined sidewalks. San Vicente
Boulevard forms the western boundary of the block separating it from the expansive site
of the Pacific Design Center; north of the PDC are the Westside MTA Bus Depot and the
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Station. San Vicente is a wide vehicular-oriented boulevard
with little pedestrian activity. The intersection of San Vicente and Santa Monica Boule-
vards is considered the heart of the westside of the City. The western boundary of the
block is formed by Robertson Boulevard which, like Santa Monica Boulevard, is lined
with retail, restaurant and nightclub establishments; Robertson is more intimate in scale
than either Santa Monica or San Vicente, not arterial in nature, and heavily used by
pedestrians making their way to and from the various night spots and stores. Melrose
Avenue forms the southern boundary of the block and is lined with one- and two-story
commercial buildings.

The park itself lies on approximately six and a half acres in a roughly rectangular shape, its
long dimension running north-south parallel to Robertson and San Vicente Boulevards. It
fronts mainly onto San Vicente Boulevard with a small projection extending to Robertson
Boulevard. Its northern boundary is formed by the back sides of the commercial proper-
ties facing onto Santa Monica Boulevard, a City-owned (and substandard) alley and
surface parking lots. The west side of the park is formed by the back sides of commercial
properties fronting onto Robertson. The southern boundary of the park is formed by an
alley that runs along the back sides of the commercial properties facing onto Melrose
Avenue. This alley is owned by the County but maintained and operated by the City. El
Tovar Place is a cul-de-sac leading out from the southwest corner of the park to Robertson
Boulevard. A County-owned maintenance yard is connected to this cul-de-sac (the “El
Tovar maintenance yard”). The County-owned and City-operated Ron Stone Clinic
building and parking lot are at the southeast corner of the park facing onto San Vicente
Boulevard.

The topography of the block is consistent with its position at the base of the Hollywood
Hills as they transition to the flats of the Los Angeles basin. San Vicente Boulevard
transforms from a steeply inclined street north of Santa Monica Boulevard to almost
completely level south of Melrose Avenue. The site drops 40°-0” from the intersection
of Santa Monica and San Vicente to the intersection of Melrose and San Vicente.

West Hollywood Park was developed in the 1960’s as a part of the Los Angeles County
Park System. In 1985 its operation and maintenance responsibilities were assumed by the
newly incorporated City. The park is host to a wide range of community and recreational
facilities such as a multipurpose auditorium, children play areas and tot lot,
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View of West Hollywood Park along San Vicente Boulevard. The park is most visible along
its eastern flank which faces onto San Vicente Boulevard. The Hollywood Hills come into
view above the park as one approaches West Hollywood from the south.

picnic areas, a softball field, swimming pool, basketball courts and tennis courts. The
multi-purpose auditorium has been the venue for regular City Council and Planning Com-
mission meetings since the City’s founding in 1984. The swimming pool complex was built
in the 1960’s as a seasonal facility and has been upgraded on a couple of occasions in recent
years to become a year-round facility. The 5,000 SF library is a county-run facility on
county-owned property and admired by its users for the quality of the staff and services
they provide. It is widely accepted that most of the facilities in the park are inadequate in
size and state of repair.

The most popular part of the park and what many consider the heart of the park is the
area west of the pool and auditorium where the tot lot and children’s playground are
separated by a picnic area--all nestled within the canopy of mature trees and surrounded
by shaded grassy areas. Parents with young children congregate daily in this part of the
park to relax, play and socialize in an environment that is demographically diverse, toler-
ant and alive with a sense of community. Just over one acre in size this area is prized by
parents for its intimacy in scale (appropriate for young children) and its sense of security
by virtue of its separation from the surrounding streets.

As one of the two principal city-owned and operated public facilities in the City, West
Hollywood park is the site for the delivery of many of the recreational and social services
provided by the City. In addition regularly scheduled and special events of a variety of
size and type are staged in the park over the course of the year including, Christopher
Street West, the Halloween Youth Carnival and the West Hollywood Book Fair.
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West Hollywood Park . The park lies within the city block bounded by Santa Monica Boulevard on the north (right), Melrose Avenue on the south (left), San Vicente Boulevard on the east
(bottom) and Robertson Boulevard on the west (top). The park is host to a wide variety of recreational and community facilities.
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West Hollywood Park lies at the heart of the westside of the City. Its neighbors include the Pacific Design Center, design and antique shops along Melrose Avenue and the restaurant, bar and
nightclub scene of Santa Monica and Robertson Boulevards. The LA County Sheriff’s Olffice is across San Vicente Boulevard and next to the huge MTA Westside Bus Depot property.
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West Hollywood Park is 6.59 acres in overall area and home to an auditorium, pool with pool house, library, tiny-tot building, public restrooms, tot lot, children’s playground, two basketball

courts, two tennis courts, picnic area and two parking lots, the north lot and the south lot.
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The Purpose and the Process of the Master Plan

In April of 2002, the City Council approved an agreement with a design team to create a
new master plan for West Hollywood Park which was to include among other things the
siting and configuration of a new and expanded West Hollywood Library. Also to be
included in the plan were provisions for renovated, replaced and possibly expanded
recreation fields and facilities as well as, most importantly, the expansion and configura-
tion of meaningful, community oriented, gracious and generous unprogrammed open
space with grass and trees. Parking and other related facilities such as community meeting
rooms were to be considered as well.

In addition to other documents and research, the master plan made use of three important
preexisting studies, 1) the City-wide City of West Hollywood Parks and Recreational
Needs Assessment, published in August 2000, 2) the City of West Hollywood Library and
Visioning Process and Building Program, published in December 2000; and 3) the West
Hollywood Park Master Plan and “Design Development Report,” published in March
1994.

West Hollywood Park has a potentially powerful role to play as a community oriented
civic amenity within the City. The park creates a shared identity among the City’s
residents and business owners. It has a unique history and physical setting in one of the
most dynamic areas of the city. The purpose of the master plan was to capitalize on these
strengths and, importantly, to create tangible relationships between the shared recre-
ational and social life of the City and its physical setting. This was not an abstract or
Jformulaic exercise, but rather one that required creativity, imagination and flexibility
of thought manifested through the use of a variety of visual tools--drawings and models-
- to arrive at a tangible and meaningful vision that is shared and supported by the entire
West Hollywood community. A sound foundation in observation and analysis as well as
a healthy respect for the contingencies and circumstances of the economic means of the
city, as well as the social and political environment was crucial. The process of
imagining, questioning and revising over the course of a intensely collaborative ten month
period led to a vision with the right balance of the ambitious, the wonderful, the pragmatic
and the achievable.

Relating the Short Term to the Long Term.

The master plan structures thought and provides a framework within which decisions can
be made about intended infrastructure, building and landscape projects now and as they
arise in the future. In the initial stages it was an exercise in imagining an ideal: “What would
we do if we could control everything and had all the resources we needed at our disposal
today?” This is a powerful method to flush out ideas, observations, obstacles and oppor-
tunities. It is especially useful in broadening horizons of thought, creating possibilities
where there were thought not to exist and nurturing the will to do better than what near-
term concerns might ordinarily suggest. It is never intended that a master plan be devised
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as a blueprint for one giant static project unto itself whose value is diminished by virtue
of it not taking place all at once or ever being realized in its entirety. Its value lies in its
ability to balance objectives and priorities from the long view and thus prevent short-term
decisions from creating obstacles to the eventual completion of a coherent overall park.
This is not to say that every attempt should not be made to follow the lead of the master
plan once it is adopted. A good park plan will allow for incremental execution of individual
components as the need arises, while creating interim conditions which do not function or
feel like incomplete fragments.

The Task at Hand.
The specific charge of this planning effort was to:
* Identify, locate sites for and give definition to major components of the park.

Including : 1) generous, coherent, integrated and meaningful open space with grass and
trees;, 2) a new library; 3) at least two children’s playground areas (tots and young
children); 4) an ensemble of recreational fields and courts including tennis and basketball
and a play field; 5) a possible indoor multipurpose recreational facility; 6) a possible
assembly room and/or collection of multipurpose meeting rooms; 7) an aquatics facility

for both recreational and competitive/training uses; and 8) a 400-600 car parking
facility (or facilities) to serve the library, the recreation and community facilities and the

park as well as surrounding commercial areas.

* Create a regulating plan that will govern development of the park far into
the future. Demonstrate alternate interpretations of the regulating plan.

* Create design guidelines for the major facilities as well as landscape and
open space components of the park

* Accommodate vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian circulation and parking.

* Create an outline implementation plan and alternative development strate-
gies made possible by the regulating plan.

* Create an illustrative outline capital investment plan related to the imple-
mentation plan.
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‘What the Master Plan Did Not Do.

The master plan did not:
* Program individual components of the park.

(With the exception of the library for which a program had been previously developed and
forwhich a comprehensive pre-schematic set was developed in preparation for applica-
tion to the State of California for construction funding)

* Design individual facilities in the park.
* Design landscape and open space components of the park.

* ”Lock-in” facilities or park component designs
(The success of the plan does not depend on specific designs of any single component ).

* Prevent nor discourage incremental development of the park, nor alternate
development scenarios.

*  Preclude the incorporation of varying interpretations of the master plan
and/or design guidelines arising out of unforeseen events, influences or
new requirements of the future.

Process and Collaboration.

In the creation of the plan the discipline to abide by the framework of the process itself
was the best way, over time, to avoid unnecessary conflict, the wasting of resources and
the inefficient doubling of efforts. Within a municipal setting it was imperative that
stakeholders and interest groups work together in the envisioning process and that one
group understood the perspective of the other.

A good plan enhances the fortunes of all groups. It brings interests into alignment, such
that the satisfaction of the needs of one group does not prevent the satisfaction of the
needs of others and, further, accrue benefits not just to itself but also to the community as
a whole. For the process to work best, it was critical to hear from as many constituents
as possible as early as possible-—-that constituents voiced their needs, desires and concerns
in good faith, participated fully throughout the process with the goal in mind to find
solutions and in the process create the conditions for success.

City of West Hollywood

The following is a summary of the “ground rules” that all participants acknowledged and
accepted in the orderly unfolding of the collaborative process:

» Everyone recognized that the parks are for everyone in West Hollywood, and therefore
had to accommodate a wide variety of needs and desires.

+ Participants were obligated to participate in good faith including participation from the
beginning, throughout and to the conclusion of the process; it included listening to others,
understanding where others were coming from and an attitude of finding ways to say

23 ”

yes”.

 All participants were called upon to seek solutions. In making a demand or expressing
a need participants were asked to simultaneously put forth solutions for such demands
and expect to work with the needs of others in devising such solutions.

+ Participants were prepared for compromise. Not every detail of every need was by able
to be met in the master plan. Participants worked together to prioritize shared needs and
devise common goals that the city as a whole was able to embrace.

* Respect for the process was paramount. The organization of a process that was both
structured and open-ended allowed for the orderly unfolding of events, maximum partici-
pation and creativity.

The core team at the City of West Hollywood charged with the stewardship of the
process was led by Sam Baxter, Manager of the Facilities and Landscape Division under
the leadership of Lloyd Long Director of the Human Services Department, Ray Reynolds
Director of Economic Development and Special Projects, Paul Arevalo, City Manager and
many other dedicated staff people in the City of West Hollywood. The Parks Master
Plans Steering Community was the 21-member community-based entity which gave
direction to, guided and made recommendations regarding the development of the plan.
Ultimately, it was the people of the City of West Hollywood who, through its represen-
tatives on the City Council, approved the plan.

See Appendix (I) “The Record of Outreach and Acknowledgements for a detailed
account of the outreach component of the master plan process.
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A Vision for the Park.

From the hills above West Hollywood, the park stands out as an oasis of green within a
dynamic, bustling city. Its mature trees, expanses of grass and paths create a lush,
shaded and peaceful garden. Along San Vicente Boulevard as drivers enter the city, they
see a monumental canopy of trees through which the Hollywood Hills come into view.
From within, the park affords a wide variety of experiences such as strolling through an
allee of trees, jogging, tossing a frisbee, or chatting with a friend on a bench. The park is
a crossroads, where the community comes together, formally and informally at all hours
of the day and evening, every day of the year. It is easy to get to the park from just about
everywhere. Walking along the promenades of Santa Monica Boulevard, views open up
into the park and easy, gracious paths offer a variety of ways to enter and leave the park
from all sides. Bicyclists meander through and around the park as they make their way
across town.

People of all ages and all walks of life come to the park for lots of different reasons. Some
come to play a game of pickup basketball, others to take a tennis lesson, still others for a
swim workout. There is a mix of young parents with their children playing in the
playgrounds, and the elderly relaxing nearby. Still others are there to take a dancing class,
listen to a lecture or attend an important community meeting. The park is often filled
with people gathered for festivals, fairs and carnivals; some events last just for an after-
noon, others span the days and evenings of a long weekend. New businesses and gather-
ing spots at the park’s perimeter open completely up to the park, offering refreshments,
souvenirs and sundries. The park is both an active city gathering space and a place of
solitude and quiet.

This park is a vital part of the daily life of the city because of its variety of activities, the
diversity of its people and its full use over the span of a day and night. It is and must be
all things to all people-- a town square, the village green, a place to promenade, a place to
meet up with a friend, a recreational resource for the whole family at every stage of life.
It is safe at all hours because it supports and augments the vibrant nightlife of this city
center, and is not just an afterthought or de-facto adjacent and conflicting use. People live
around this park because they are drawn to the center of this city precisely because it is
the center of action and at the same time provides a respite from urban life for all the
senses.

The library anchors the park and is visibly linked to Santa Monica Boulevard, the city’s
main street. The library’s principal reading room is perched above the canopy of trees
and looks into the park and all of its activities. The city and the hills beyond are the
backdrop. The library is modest yet dignified, addressing both the street and its park
setting, like the great American city libraries of the Midwest and the East Coast. The
library is also an intimate place, at once accessible and secluded. Inside there is a big court,
open to the sky—a kind of outdoor reading room. It is easy to get there too. Arriving by
car, you can drive directly into a generous, spacious garage, hidden from sight well-lit,
safe and accessible to all points in the park and to the library.
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Grass and Trees. The preservation and creation of uninterrupted open space with grass and
trees is one of the highest priorities in West Hollywood.

The recreation center is bustling all the time; on weekend evenings, teens play midnight
basketball in the big gym; early in the morning, seniors use the fitness center. Community
meetings, ball room dancing, acting and violin lessons are just some of the many activities
taking place around the clock here. The aquatic center is generous in size and connected
visually and functionally to the park . It is used day and night and measures up in size and
technologically to the talents and aspirations of its users. The masters team works out,
while adults swim laps, kids take lessons and divers enjoy a scuba lesson. In the summer
the pools are a bustling hive of activity, an outdoor community center that brings people
of all ages together in a fun-filled and relaxing atmosphere. The pool house is clean, and
warm and safe and a comfortable environment for people of all ages and skills.

The park is a microcosm of the variety of microenvironments that make Southern Califor-
nia such a geographically and environmentally rich region of the world—it is a showcase
for what is unique and magical in California living. Deciduous trees such as sycamore and
jacaranda are mixed with indigenous oaks and cypress. Shade is abundant. Grasses of all
kinds are mixed with flowering shrubs and ground covers. Paths are lined with trees and
thread through and around clearings of a variety of scale and character accommodating all
sorts of formal and informal activities. The diversity of the landscape reflects the
diversity of the City’s people and the rich combination of expectations they have for this
commonly shared living room that is West Hollywood Park.
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West Hollywood park is alive and is a vital part of the city, because of its variety of activities, the diversity of its people and the spectrum of uses over the span of a day and night
throughout the year. 1t is and must be all things to all people-- a town square, the village green, a place to promenade, a place to meet up with a friend, a recreational resource
for the whole family at every stage of life.
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The West Hollywood Park Master Plan
Overall Organization

The park, the library, recreational and parking have been arranged to maximize the area
of uninterrupted open space with grass and trees on the West Hollywood Park site.
This has been accomplished by consolidating buildings at the southern end of the
existing park on a unified site that has been assembled with the combination of existing
park property (the tennis courts) and the appropriation of city-owned property (El
Tovar Place and the Werle Building), county-owned property (the El Tovar Mainte-
nance Yard and the Ron Stone clinic properties) and two privately owned properties
along Robertson Boulevard. The northern boundary of this building site coincides
with the north edge of the existing south parking lot and the north face of the blue
building of the Pacific Design Center across San Vicente Boulevard.

The decision to consolidate the library, recreational facilities and parking into verti-
cally integrated structures is predicated on obvious preexisting conditions of the site’s
context: 1) the height and bulk of the Pacific Design Center; 2) the lower elevation of
the grade at the southern end of the park site which helps to minimize the impact of
the heights of structures on the park and surrounding neighborhoods; and 3) the
opportunities for vehicular access to the site from three of the four surrounding
streets, San Vicente Boulevard, Melrose Avenue and Robertson Boulevard. Consoli-
dation and vertical integration of facilities liberates the remainder of the existing park
site for open space.

The Park

Maximization of passive park open space--grass and trees-is the highest priority of
the master plan. This has been accomplished through the following means:

*  Removal of community and recreational facilities (the library, aquatic facility, audi-
torium and basketball courts, restrooms and tiny tot building) from the center of the
park

* Removal of the bleachers, backstop, fences and outfield screen of the softball field,
and removal of the control tower and its appurtenances. (The new plan calls for a
meadow, sized to accommodate an informal game of softball)

* Removal of the north parking lot.

* Removal of extreme slopes, retaining walls and stairs and ramps from the center of
the park, and the raising and leveling of the south end of the park.

* The narrowing of the San Vicente Boulevard right of way eastward thus expanding
the park boundary eastward into the current right-of-way.
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The narrowing of San Vicente achieves apparent expansion of the park across the street,
visually incorporating the renovated PDC plaza, thus heightening the perception of
expansive open space. Strategic landscaping along San Vicente will serve to unite the
two sides create the sensation of driving, riding or walking through the park going north
or south on San Vicente rather than passing along side it. Visual and pedestrian connec-
tions to the surrounding areas are strengthened with the creation of generously scaled
piazzas at the north and south ends of San Vicente Boulevard (at its intersections with
Melrose Avenue and Santa Monica Boulevard), enhancement of the connection to
Robertson Boulevard through the southwest corner of the park and the reworking of the
Robertson grass area.

Access, Circulation and Parking

The arrangement of the park, library, recreation facilities and parking maximizes acces-
sibility to them via a wide variety of modes of mobility. Foremost among them is the
pedestrian circulation system which consists of perimeter walks, meandering paths and
promenades relating parts of the park and the facilities to each other and to the sur-
rounding pedestrian network. Important cross-park connections are made at the north
side of the unified building site linking the PDC plaza with Robertson Boulevard and
along the north side of the park linking the Robertson grass with the intersection of San
Vicente and Santa Monica Boulevards. Public transportation, buses, shuttles and vans
will be accommodated at three stops along San Vicente with easy transition to all areas
of the park, library and the recreation facilities. Additional opportunities for stops are
at the south end of Robertson Boulevard and at the north end at Robertson grass; the
open lot on the north side of Melrose just east of the intersection with Robertson is also
an opportunity for a transit stop. The maximization of access to the park on foot and
via public transportation is a high priority.

A significant component of the park plan is the accommodation of vehicular access and
parking because the parking component must address a wide variety of pressing needs
of'the City; and, it must do so by accommodating potentially conflicting interests. The
plan calls for the elimination of on-street parking along San Vicente (62 spaces) and the
three surface lots on the existing park site (131 spaces). A total of 193 parking spaces
are to be removed. In this illustration three structures will be constructed in three
phases on the unified south building site accomodating a total of 460 spaces: 1) a single
level 70-car structure for library parking; a two-level 156-car structure beneath the
aquatic facility and a three level 234-car structure underneath the recreation center.
Ingress and egress are afforded at both San Vicente and Robertson Boulevards and the
three structures linked together by a drive extending across the site.

Alternate parking configurations are illustrated in Appendix I1, pages App I1- 31-42.
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Accommodations of access, circulation and parking of bicycles is also incorporated
into the master plan.

The Library

The location of the new library is a primary influence on the direction and configura-
tion of the master plan. The selected site at the southeast corner of the park gives the
library optimal orientation (facing north), proximity to parking, an intimate relation-
ship with the park as well as visibility from Santa Monica Boulevard, San Vicente
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue.

The site is presently occupied by the county-owned Ron Stone Clinic and its parking
lot, and part of the city-owned south parking lot. The library occupies the upper two
floors of a three-story building with an attached one-level, ground floor, partially
subterranean parking facility for 70 cars. The ground floor of the building consists of
the driveway to the drop-off and parking structure, a service and loading dock for the
library; vertical circulation and approximately 5300 SF of flexible space facing onto
San Vicente Boulevard at sidewalk level that could be used for community meeting
space, commercial uses and/or future library expansion.

The second floor of the building is one level above San Vicente and is at grade with the
new park. This condition has been achieved by extending the park over the roof of the
parking structure maintaining the elevation of the area of the park at its midpoint
around the children’s playground areas. The main floor of the library is the second
level of the building at park level and easily accessed from both the park and from
San Vicente Boulevard. The library is arranged in two stories, with functions such as
the circulation desk, literacy center, children’s section and public meeting rooms at
park level and reference, nonfiction and special collections at the upper level. A roof-
top outdoor room with a fireplace overlooks the park and the hills beyond and is
available for a variety of community meeting functions.

The West Hollywood Aquatic Center

In this illustration, the aquatic center is a two pool arrangement on a deck in a
courtyard situated between the library on the east and the recreation center on the
west. The pools are built over two levels of structured parking to be constructed
simultaneously. The pools sit at an elevation that is slightly elevated above the park
level; and relate to the park both visually and functionally with broad graciously
proportioned steps that connect the park and the pool facility. It was paramount in
the planning of the aquatic center that it have a direct and tangible relationship
with the park. See Appendix I, pages App 11-37-40 for alternate configurations.

City of West Hollywood

The pools are designed to fulfill two different purposes. A rectangular 25-yard by 25-
meter pool will serve the Masters Swim Team, age group swimming and adult lap
swim. Conceived primarily for exercise, training and competition this pool is envi-
sioned to be in use continuously from early morning through late evening seven days a
week. It will be maintained at a temperature appropriate to such uses. The recreational
pool is more flexible in design and will accommodate a variety of uses for all age groups
including water slides, zero-depth areas and splash fountains, deep water classes such
as scuba diving and shallow water classes such as aerobics and small children swimming
lessons. This pool will be maintained at a higher temperature appropriate to its uses.

Both pools are served at deck level with a pool house that includes generous dressing
rooms and offices situated between the pools and the park to the north. The west wall
of the pools’ courtyard is formed by the east end of the three-court gymnasium that is
the centerpiece of the West Hollywood Recreation Center.

The West Hollywood Recreation Center.

The Recreation Center consists of 52,000 SF of multipurpose rooms for a variety of
recreational and community uses. Its centerpiece is the three-court gymnasium capable
of supporting three basketball games simultaneously as well as volleyball and other
team sports and activities. In this illustration, the east wall of this room opens out onto
the deck of the aquatic facility. Other facilities include a fitness center, multipurpose
rooms for such activities as dancing, music and acting and multipurpose meeting rooms
sized to allow for City Council, Planning Commission and other public meetings. The
public meeting rooms face onto the park and onto Robertson Boulevard. The roof of
this facility is host to three tennis courts and two basketball half-courts. The facility is
itself built over a three level parking structure that completes the three phase build out
of parking facilities.

See Appendix I1, pages App 11 37-40 for alternate configurations.

With the completion of this facility a fully integrated and comprehensive community
oriented recreational complex anchors the south side of the park giving life to the park
and strengthening its role as the cross roads of the community. The library, aquatic
center, recreation center and parking structures will attract users from every facet of the
diverse West Hollywood community and solidify the park’s role as the living room of
the City.
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THE PACIFIC DESIGN CENTER MTAWESTSIDE DEPOT

The West Hollywood Park Illustrative Plan in Context. The plan maximizes relation-
ships to the surrounding neighborhoods and commercial corridors.

The Fundamentals of the West Hollywood Park Illustrative Plan

The driving force behind the development of the park plan was the removal of
existing facilities from the heart of the park in order to make way for expanded,
integrated and uniterrupted open space with grass and trees. Expanded recre-
ational and community facilities and parking are accommodated on a
condolidated building site at the south end of the park. Openings into and out
of the park are maintained and enhanced at every opportunity and especially
at each of its four corners. Promenades and paths are arranged to maximize
connectivity with the surrounding neighborhoods and commercial corridors
and to integrate the park with the City’s pedestrian and bicycle circulation
network. San Vicente Boulevard is narrowed and translated eastward approxi-
mately 18-0 in order to increase the park’s width and to unite the two sides of
the boulevard, thus enhancing and strengthening the presence of the park in
this highly urbanized area of the City.

This plan is for illustrative purposes only and demonstrates only one of many inter-
pretations made possible by the West Hollywood Park Regulating Plan. See Appen-
dix 11, pages App II 25-26 for a detailed description of the regulating plan, and
Appll 37-42 for alternate interpretations of the regulating plan.
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A total of 5.23 acres of uninterrupted grass and trees
including playground areas and tree-lined promenades
compared with only 1.86 acres of park open

space in the existing park.

A two level 32,000 SF library facility ( Within a three level
48,000 SF structure) to replace existing 5,000 SF facility

A total of 460 new parking spaces in three structures to
replace 193 existing parking spaces for a net gain of
267 spaces.

Two (2) rooftop swimming pools to include a 25 meter
X 25 yard swimming pool and an open recreation and
instruction pool.

A 52,000 GSF recreation and community center with park
support facilities to include three (3) indoor basketball courts
and multi-purpose meeting and recreation rooms of
various sizes for various uses.

Three (3) roof top tennis courts and two (2) rooftop bas
ketball half-courts.

Children’s playground areas and tot lot.

Re-zoned commercial property to accommodate a public
piazza at intersection of San Vicente and Santa Monica
Boulevards.

San Vicente Boulevard narrowed and moved eastward
with the removal of the on-street parking lanes on both
sides.

Temporary outdoor basketball court and volleyball court
to be replaced in the long term with mixed-use develop-
ment with commercial frontages (cafes, retail) facing
onto the park.
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The West Hollywood Park Illustrative Plan.
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View of the Park as Transformed in the Master Plan. The intersection of San Vicente and Santa Monica Boulevard is in the foreground. Note the important visual and functional connection
between the park and Santa Monica Boulevard, and the prominence of the library in this relationship.
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Aerial View of the Park as Transformed in the Master Plan. Melrose Avenue is in the foreground, Robertson on the left, and San Vicente on the right. Community and recreation facilities and
parking are consolidated into a unified complex at the south end of the park.
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The New Park

The expanded and unified West Hollywood Park combines the positive attributes of
uninterrupted park open space--grass and trees-- with the benefits of a hierarchy of
differentiated and articulated spaces within. The expanse of green space is necessary to
achieve the feeling of a tranquil city park, removed from the bustle of the surrounding
urban neighborhoods, while the articulations serve to create a series of spatial experiences
of varying scale, character and uses. The heart of the park, or upper park, lies within the
boundaries of the three promenades (north, south and west) and San Vicente and the lower
park to the east. The upper park consists of the large meadow, scaled to accommodate
softball games, but without bleachers, fences and equipment to allow for maximum flex-
ibility in use (touch football, soccer, frisbee, flying a kite). A network of paths creates a
series of smaller meadows and the children’s playground areas--one for tiny tots, one for
young children separated by a picnic area with benches for the parents--just south of
where they are in the existing park. This area of the park could also accommodate sandy
areas for informal volleyball or exercise equipment.

Bordering the upper park on the north, south and west are generously scaled,paved
promenades lined with trees with large enough canopies to provide ample shade. These
promenades are linked with Santa Monica Boulevard via the north piazza, Melrose
Avenue via the south piazza and Robertson Boulevard via the Robertson garden. They
are arranged to give maximum relationship between the park and the surrounding pedes-
trian network, and especially the newly created promenades flanking Santa Monica Bou-
levard. They allow for a “stroll through the park” without interfering with the play areas
at the interior. They serve to buffer the heart of the park from the potential commercial
frontages on the west and north sides and from the library, recreation and community
facilities on the south side. The south promenade crosses San Vicente Boulevard to the
east and terminates in the Pacific Design Center Plaza thus linking the park with the
PDC’s outdoor amphitheater; it terminates to the west at Robertson Boulevard thus
enhancing access to the park from areas at the southwest.

The Robertson Garden is conceived as a public garden with cultivated planting beds,
benches and trees forming a kind of pocket park that gives visual and functional relief to
this vital commercial street, as well as access into the heart of the park. The lower park
drops with the slope of San Vicente Boulevard and is mainly formed by the translation of
the San Vicente right-of-way eastward. In this way some of the existing park’s most
valuable trees are conserved, and a clear visual and pedestrian axis is formed linking the
library and the north piazza at the San Vicente Boulevard/Santa Monica Boulevard
intersection. The San Vicente right-of-way is narrowed (by removing two parking lanes)
and lined with large trees with very large canopies thus tying together the two sides of the
street and unifying the park and the PDC plaza. The experience along San Vicente is, thus,
one of moving through a park rather than along side one. The north and south piazzas are
conceived as large paved courts flanked with tall palms functioning both as vehicular
vestibules to San Vicente and the park and as potential public spaces for special events.
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The New Park in Context.
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The Upper Park

The Children’s Playgrounds and Tot Lot
The Meadow

The South Promenade

The West Promenade
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The New Park
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View of West Hollywood Library and the Lower Park. San Vicente Boulevard is on the left the upper park on the right.
17



Fi nal Report - WESTHOLLYWOOD PARK MASTER PLAN 2004 THE PARKMASTER PLAN
City of West Hollywood

.........

e a , N -ttt} . a - : o = x4 & e - e - T : ] i - =
f’ g I T . - - 1 g - r - :' ——
f ‘ i d = T o | i~ = .
porm i § -l - = BaSame @S (s '
[EARE =,

View of West Promenade from the Upper Park. The Robertson Boulevard commercial properties are on the right; the library is in the background to the left.

18



THE PARKMASTERPLAN WEST HOLLYWOOD PARK MASTER PLAN 2004 - Fi nal Report

City of West Hollywood

The Creation of Expanded Park Open Space

One of the City of West Hollywood’s highest priorities is the expansion and enhancement
of city-wide landscape and open space. West Hollywood Park is a key component of that
goal; and the driving force behind the park master plan has been the maximization of open
space--grass and trees. The key to achieving this has been the evacuation of recreational
facilities from the center of the park and the creation of clear boundaries for the park; the
key to maintaining the uninterrupted and coherent open space will be the on-going disci-
pline to respect these boundaries into the future. The Robertson garden is planned as an
adjunct to the main park area, a kind of vest-pocket park or public garden yielding visual
and functional relief from the bustle of Robertson boulevard and providing the important
connection from the street into the park. The north and west buffer areas protect the
tranquility of the heart of the park and make relationship between the park and the
surrounding commercial properties.

Importantly, the inclusion of the library, recreation and community facilities is seen as
crucial to the vitality of the park and central to the overall experience there. In this way
the park is a truly public or civic amenity, the focus of the community. The library,
recreation and community facilities are accommodated on a consolidated building site at
the south end of the park. This site has been assembled through the appropriation of two
county-owned properties, the purchase of a privately-owned property, the use of two
city-owned properties and the tennis courts and south parking lot of the park itself. This
yields a building site of 2.36 acres or 102,800 SF upon which multilevel structures can
easily fulfill the space needs of the planned facilities.

The South Building Site

Ron Stone CliNiC......ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc s 0.50 Acres
El Tovar Maintenance Yard...........ccccooommmmmmmmmmmmnnennnnnneeenen, 0.41
El Tovar Place......o et e e e e e e e 0.17
Werle BUilding ..o 0.13
West Hollywood Park Tennis Courts and South Lot.......... 0.89
Robertson Boulevard Commercial Properties.................. 0.26

Total Building Site Area at South End of the Park: 2.36 Acres

Additional Areas

Below grade parking structure site..........ccccooeeemrrnnennnnn. 0.48 Acres
“Cal-Fed” Site ... 0.34
“Grange” Site ......ccveviiirrreiiiirrrre e 0.20
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TOTAL NEW PARK AREA

THE CORE PARK

TOTAL EXISTING PARK AREA
THE CORE PARK
LANDSCAPED AREAS
THE BALL FIELD

TOTAL
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8.68 ACRES 100%

523 ACRES 60%

6.59 ACRES 100%
1.09 ACRES 17%
0.93ACRES 14%
0.91 ACRES 14%

293 ACRES 45%

o

City of West Hollywood

The Proposed Park.

The Heart of the Existing Park.
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Pedestrian and Vehicular Circulation

The system of paths, walkways and promenades of the park master plan is a crucial part
of the planning of the park and a critical component of its layout.

The Promenades. The north, south and west sides of the park are flanked with wide
partially paved promenades lined with large-canopy trees. These promenades serve
several functions: they buffer the interior of the upper park from the surrounding com-
mercial properties; they link the park to the surrounding boulevards so that the park
experience is part of a larger city-wide pedestrian network; and they are places in them-
selves--a vital part of the park experience. The north promenade terminates at the piazza
vestibule at the intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and San Vicente Boulevard thus
linking the park to the newly created promenades along Santa Monica Boulevard . The
south promenade runs along the north side of the recreation/community facilities and links
Robertson Boulevard through the southwest corner of the park to the library at the
southeast corner of the park, across San Vicente and into the Pacific Design Center plaza.
The south promenade functions as a kind of forecourt or threshold mediating the relation-
ship between the recreation/community facilities and the park. The west promenade links
the north and south promenades and forms the western boundary of the upper park.

Upper and Lower Park, Robertson Garden and the Piazzas. Within the upper park are
smaller paths, probably not paved, that demarcate articulated areas within the park such
as the meadow and the children’s play areas, the north clearing, etc. They also allow fora
variety of ways to walk through the park in a meandering pattern. A series of steps on axis
with the Robertson garden, flanked by gently rising handicap ramps make gracious tran-
sition from San Vicente Boulevard and the lower park up to the upper park. The lower
park is thus essentially a promenade along San Vicente linking Santa Monica Boulevard to
the library. Public transit stops are located at potentially three points: the north end of
San Vicente, the midpoint at the steps to the upper park and at the south end at the
entrance to the library. The Robertson garden and the piazzas at the north and south ends
of San Vicente boulevard make the pedestrian connections to the surrounding neighbor-
hoods; they are important “vestibules” to the park as one enters and exits.

Vehicular Circulation and Parking. Access by vehicle is concentrated at the south end
of the park with entrances to the three parking facilities off of San Vicente Boulevard,
Melrose Avenue and Robertson Boulevard. The smaller of the three structures is one level
and situated below the park; it provides 70 spaces for the exclusive use of the library and
gives easy access to the library at street level. In this illustration, the other two structures
are two and three levels respectively and provide another 390 spaces for use by the
library, the park and the recreation and community facilities. These structures will also
serve the needs of the surrounding neighborhoods, especially the commercial establish-
ments along Robertson and Santa Monica Boulevards. The park promenades are thus all
the more important for their role in facilitating pedestrian access to and from the parking
facility and destinations on the boulevards. In all the park master plan more than doubles
parking at the park.
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PROPOSED ON SITE PARKING

Three-Level Structure

Two-Level Structure

One-Level Structure

San Vicente Boulevard

Total:

EXISTING PARKING

North Lot

South Lot

Ron Stone

San Vicente

Total:

234 Stalls

156 Stalls

70

0

460 Stalls

41 Stalls

70

20

62

193 Stalls

City of West Hollywood

TWO-LEVEL STRUCTURE: 156 =

Proposed Vehicular Circulation. (See Appendix II pages Appll 31-42 for alternate parking

configurations)

T —4
A SOUTHLOT:70
\ 1 NORTH LOT: 41 b

SAN VICENTE ON-STREET: 62
RON STONE CLINIC: 20

Existing Vehicular Circulation.
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Parking n\,j/

In addition to open space and recreational facilities parking on the west side of West i
Hollywood is a high priority need for the City. The park master plan includes a |
phased program of parking facility construction that in summation will double the ] ‘

supply at the park serving not only the park but also the surrounding commercial

recreation center above.

neighborhoods. These structures are ideal for “shared use” scenarios since a lot of
the park functions occur during day hours while the commercial establishments _+ PHASE IlI:
create peak demand in the evening hours. In this illustration the parking component RECREATION
f the master plan unfolds as follows: ——CENTER
of the master plan unfolds as follows L? ‘r‘r‘rPARKING
Phase I: The Library Structure hf;‘gf,{é’é‘; [;
With the construction of the library the first of the three structures will be put into |
place. This is a one story facility housing 70 spaces for the exclusive use of the
library during its hours of operation. The structure is located at grade on the site of
the existing south parking lot. The park level will be brought up over the roof of this
structure thus removing one of the park’s most problematic weaknesses--the exces-
sive slope of the area south of the childrens’ play areas. || PHASE I _
] w AQuaTic || 8 A ;.
Phase II: The Aquatic Center Structure i FACILITY || | o f - /IHRK,NG I
| 2 STROGINS e 0 = STRUCTURE
Just south of the library structure on what is approximately the site of the two § (156 SPACES) [ S f (70 SPACES)
existing tennis courts the second parking structure will be built in a two story - g LIBRARY
format upon which will be placed the two pool aquatic center. Between this ENTRANCE
structure and the library structure is placed the vehicular drive which will eventu-
ally connect San Vicente and Robertson boulevards across the site. This structure [
will house 156 cars. . '
Phase III: The Recreation Center Structure J| L
The final piece of the parking plan is the third phase, three level structure placed
west of the second structure. It is set back from Robertson Boulevard to make room
for community facilities along the sidewalk. With the construction of this structure
the cross-site drive is in place providing entry and exit from both Robertson and
San Vicente Boulevards. This structure contains 234 spaces and will support the /
L/

See Appendix 11, pages App Il 31-42 for alternate parking configura-
tions.

Vehicular Circulation. Access to parking on the south side of the park is accommodated from both
San Vicente and Robertson Boulevards; secondary exit and entry is afforded along the alley behind
the Melrose Avenue commercial properties.
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A

The South Building Site in the Existing Condition Phase I: The Library Structure. This structure is built on the south parking lot and
becomes the plinth upon which is laid the new level of the park. It will accommodate
70 new spaces.

Phase II: The Aquatic Center Structure. This structure will support the two pools of the Phase III: The Recreation Center Structure. The third structure will house 234 spaces
aquatic center and house 156 spaces.. and serve both the recreation center above and the surrounding neighborhood.
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The Library

Anchoring the southeast corner of the park the library assumes a prominent
position with a strong visual and functional relationship with both the park and
the two major boulevards, San Vicente and Santa Monica. Intimately related to
the park the library commands a presence suitable to its role as an important civic
asset, without compromising the coherency and integrity of park open space.

The Library’s Relationship to the Site

The principal facade of the library and its entrance face north toward the heart of
the park, Santa Monica Boulevard and the Hollywood Hills beyond. The height
of the library relative to park level is two stories, thus minimizing its shadow
effects on the south side of the park. The other important facade is that which
faces east onto San Vicente Boulevard and through which primary vehicular
entrance onto the site is afforded. This facade is three stories in height asserting
a volume and presence of sufficient strength to balance the weight of the mas-
sive Pacific Design Center across the street. In this way the library building
forms a coupling with the PDC as a kind of threshold or gate into the city upon
entry from Los Angeles in the south along San Vicente Boulevard heading north

Vehicles entering the site pass through the ground floor of the three-story face leading to
one of three parking facilities, the one-level structure that runs along the south side of
the park at the San Vicente level, the two-level structure underneath the aquatics center
and the three-level structure underneath the recreation center. The vehicular entry and the
three parking structures are linked along a continuous, straight two-way drive across the
site. The one-level structure below the south end of the park contains 70 spaces and is
dedicated entirely to library use. The vehicular turn around at this level is sized to accept
public transit vans and handicap van drop-off as well as automobiles and is located
conveniently adjacent to the San Vicente lobby with stairs and elevators to the main level
of the library above.

The principal, north facing, facade is dominated by the picture window through which
one is able to see into the main reading rooms of the library; views of the park and the hills
beyond will form the dominant backdrop for the experience of the reading rooms. This
picture window will glow in the evening hours as a kind of giant community lantern. To
the east of the main window is the entrance to the library itself--an open-air vertically
integrated atrium giving access via stairs and elevator to the San Vicente level one floor
below park level. To the west of the main window are the community rooms opening
both onto the park and into the library. The top floor of this wing of the building is an
open air terrace with a fireplace an expansive overlook onto the park, the City and hills
beyond.
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e

View of West Hollywood Library as seen from San Vicente Boulevard and the Lower Park.  The upper park lies to the right,, San Vicente to the left.The upper park and entrance to the library
are one level above the lower park.  The east facade and vehicular entrance to the library, parking and the recreational/community facilities front onto San Vicente Boulevard.
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The Internal Organization of the Library

The library is arranged in a three story format in order to take advantage of the topography
of the site and its relationship to the park and to the Pacific Design Center.
The main functions of the library are contained within the second and third levels only, with
the lower San Vicente level dedicated to support functions. The main entrance, lobby and
reception areas are at park level (the second level of the building).

Lower Level

This level is accessed from San Vicente Boulevard and contains the vehicular drop-off,
public lobby, loading and service areas. The remainder of the lower level is set aside for
community rooms, volunteers’ bookstore and/or future library expansion.

* Library Expansion * Parking Entrance
® Vehicular Drop-Off

® Volunteers’ Bookstore

* General Building Services
® Main Communications Room

® Mechanical

Park Level

This is the main floor of the library and where entry is afforded directly from the park.
This floor contains the more public functions such as circulation services, browsing and the
public meeting rooms.

® Main Entrance * Internet Express

* Browsing Area ¢ Children’s Library

* Circulation Services ® Copy Center

* Public Meeting Room ¢ Career Development Center

Upper Level

The heart of the library resides on this floor where the main collections are housed.
From here the views of the park are most spectacular.

* Fiction Collection * International Language Collection
* Reference Services ® Gay and Lesbian Collection
* Non-Fiction Collection/Seating ¢ Reading/Current Periodicals

® Public Meeting Room Staff lounge

® West Hollywood Room
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Second Floor Plan--Park Level Third Floor Plan--Upper Level

Second Floor Plan--Park Level. Third Floor Plan--Upper Level.
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The North Elevation. Anchoring the southeast corner of the park the library’s principal facade faces north into the park.
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The East Elevation. The library has a major presence on San Vicente Boulevard . The opening at the stree level is the principal vehicular entry onto the site.

The massing of the library building has been configured to balance the volume of the Pacific Design Center across San Vicente thus creating a portal to the city upon arrival along San Vicente
from the south. Because the park at the southeast corner is a full story above street level, the massing of the library facing onto the park is more modest in scale minimizing detrimental effects on
the quality of the open space there .
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East-West Site Section Through Library Looking South

PROPOSED LIBRARY

PROPOSED PARK GRADE

o EIl. 214-0”
2 El. 205'-6”
o EI. 20207
LIBRARY EXPANSION .
i = o El. 188"-0”

North-South Site Section Through Library Looking West.

These sections show the library as the first phase of the master plan in the absence of the Aquatics Center and the Recreation Center. The sections show that the library’s main level
and principal entry is at park level with vehicular entry, parking and library expansion space below. The surface parking lot shown in the section above is the site of the Aquatics Center
and its parking structure.
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(A)

(B)

Freestanding Parking Structure with Vertically Integrated Aquatic and Recreation Center. These sections show the relationship of the freestanding garage to the library, aquatic center and recreation
center. Note that because of its location the parking structure is minimally visible from the surrounding neighborhood, even at a height of seven levels. The tennis courts on the roof are visible from

mid-park and from the south side of Melrose Avenue. Each of the seven levels accommodates 80 cars, for a total capacity of 560. In this scenario the aquatic center is situated over the three-court
gymnasium, thus avoiding the necessity to appropriate commercial properties along Robertson.

App II - 38
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Horizontally Integrated Aquatic and Recreation Centers

Avoidance of the stacking of aquatic and recreation centers can be achieved
should the City so desire with the expansion of the available building site made
possible by the appropriation of the commercial properties along Robertson
known informally as the “Cobalt Cantina” property. With the opening up of the
site toward Robertson options for side-by-side arrangements unfold. Here, the
alternatives are weighed in terms of how the aquatic center relates to the parking
structure and the recreation center, but also, more importantly the park. They
differ in the degree to which they afford direct visual and functional relationship
with the park and the degree to which they benefit from optimal solar exposure.

All three options illustrated here place the pool deck level with the proposed
elevation of the park.

App II - 39
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Aquatic Center on North Side of Recreation Center. In this scheme the pools have the most
direct visual and functional relationshp with the park. Access to the recreation center to and

from the park would have to be worked out in design. The height of the three-court gym on the

south side of the pools is a potential weakness of this scheme.
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Aquatic Center on East Side of Recreation Center. In this scheme the aquatic center forms a
kind of courtyard between the recreation center and the freestanding parking structure.
Access to and from the park is still direct. The three-court gymnasium forms a strong presence
on Robertson Boulevard and is situated to benefit from direct access to and from the park.
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Agquatic Center on West Side of Recreation Center. Here the aquatic center faces onto
Robertson with the advantage of reducing building mass along this intimately scaled street.
Access to and from the park is maintained, albeit less directly than in the other schemes. The
recreation building forms a kind of protective barrier against the presence of the parking
structure; and, exposure to the sun is ideal.
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Sizing the Freestanding Parking Structure

Understanding the optimal size of the structure is the balance of three vari-
ables:

1) Capacity
2) Visibility and Massing

3) Costs of Subterranean Construction and the Depth of Water Table

All of the schemes share three characteristics:

1) Due to the slope of the site there is at least 1/2 subterranean level.

2) The existing two tennis courts are replaced by three courts on the roof of
the new structure.

3)The length of the structure allows for sloped ramp parking floors, eliminat-
ing the need for speed ramps.

The least costly of the options illustrated is the five level structure with 1/2 level
subterranean with a capacity of 400 cars and , with the construction of the library
and aquatic/recreation centers virtually unseen from most locations in the vicin-
ity of the park. The most costly would be the seven level structure with 2 1/2
subterranean floors; this scheme maximizes capacity at 560 cars while maintain-
ing minimal massing and visibility, being equal in height to the five level struc-
ture. The other schemes illustrate alternative degrees of submersion into grade
which would be evaluated for feasibility vis-a-vis the impacts of the water table at
this specific location and the related excavation and foundation costs.

App II - 41
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Freestanding Garage in Context. The capacity of the garage is dependent on height, visibility
and massing balanced against the degree of subterranean construction possible, the influ-
ences of the water table on constructin feasibility and overall construction costs.
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The Park and Landscape Guidelines

These landscape and park guidelines are intended as a framework for future
park improvements and expansion. The framework identifies critical strategies
for improving current park conditions and responds to issues raised in
various meetings throughout the project. The plan originates in documenting
the existing qualities of the park and strives to hold on the things that the
park community values. The proposed park changes are forward looking to
a time when the city has grown more populous and the number of families
with children using the park has increased as current demographic trends
suggest. The plan acknowledges that the residents of the city lack nationally
recommended amounts of public open space and recreation facilities, and
that improvements to this park can improve but not solve these deficiencies.

The consultants retained to prepare this Plan utilized information gathered
by needs assessments conducted in 1993, participated in meetings with the
City of West Hollywood, conducted site visits, prepared site analysis
documents, compared this park to other local parks and participated in a
series of public forums held at the park. The consultants studied the park’s
resources within the context of the larger system of parks, open spaces,
schools and recreation facilities to understand the distribution and quantity
of existing facilities. Even though some facilities within this park can be
found nearby some residents, especially those who walk will prefer to visit
their neighborhood park.

Five park zones accommodate the different types of uses desired by the
community and organize the general sloping nature of the site. The plan
illustrates expanses of public garden along the street edges. These gardens
surround the more active multipurpose meadows and help to maintain the
desired layering of multiple spaces within the larger park. The strategy of
framing active uses with gardens also achieves the primary objective of
transforming the San Vicente perimeter into a green, parklike edge. This is
seen as a substantial improvement to the existing condition with buildings
and parking along the boulevard. Green space is in very short supply in
this city and a primary objective within the design of the park.

As distinct projects are identified and consultants are retained to design
particular projects this document will act as guiding principles to produce a
coherent whole.

App 1I - 1

This manual is organized in four sections as follows:

Introduction. This section introduces and briefly describes the reasons for
preparing landscape and park master plan guidelines. It also describes in diagram
the context of West Hollywood Park within the larger open space resources of
the area. A review of nearby park precedents and facilities is provided and we
have included a description of the park as it exists and its purposes as currently
expressed in its existing condition and by those who use it.

Observations and Analysis. This section analyzes the existing conditions of the
park, how it is used and the challenges currently faced.

Goals, Principles and a Landscape Vision for the Park. This section describes
goals for the Park and Landscape Guidelines that emegrd out of discussions
with the parties to the process and as a result of the analysis stated above.

The Park Elements and Landscape Guidelines. This section describes in greater
detail the individual components of the park with attention to principles.

Tree Preservation/Relocation Feasibility Report. This is the result of a survey
of the health and age of trees within the park and makes recommendations on
their preservation, removal or relocation.
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Aerial photograph of West Hollywood Park and environs. The park is bordered by Santa Monica Boulevard on the north, San Vicente Boulevard on the east; the Ron Stone Clinic,
the El Tovar maintenance yard and retail uses on Melrose Avenue on the south, and San Vicente Boulevard on the east.

App 1I - 2
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The City Park in America

When approaching the development of guidelines for the future of West
Hollywood Park it is useful to review the historic role of parks in America, to
look at various models and explore how they have survived and evolved into
the 21% Century. Today’s urban parks are close relatives of their ancestors the
town square and later the restorative park. The town square or green, once a
livestock pasture in the center of the town evolved into a civic space used for
oratory, gatherings and relaxation. The space typically occupied a central
location opposite the town hall or city hall. Itacted as a forecourt to important
civic buildings providing space for public gatherings and an opportunity to
take in the view of important buildings from a distance. Most large U.S. cities
have parks or plazas on at least one side of their city halls. Boston, Philadelphia,
New York and Los Angeles all have similar public spaces.

In the middle of the 19" Century parks were institutionalized as places for
active recreation, social gatherings and spiritual restoration. New York’s
Central Park is one of the best documented examples of parks from this era.
The park was designed as the ‘lungs of the city’ providing much needed open
space and fresh air in a crowded and congested urban environment. Central
park was also a social experiment providing a place intended for the mixing of
social classes. The original design of the park included programmed spaces
such as ball fields and parade grounds as well as man made picturesque
landscapes like the Rambles as well as highly structured formal gardens like
those at the Conservatory. Promenades and plazas in the park were designed
with durability and beauty in mind. Natural stone and cast iron elements have
weathered over 100 years of use. In the 21st century, although the park has
evolved to suit modern uses it retains a great visual similarity to the designers’
original intent. A great variety of museums and public institutions have been
developed within the park. It is still a grand social meeting place attracting
visitors of all backgrounds and interests. The investment in excellent design
and permanent construction has enabled the park to succeed and thrive for
more than a century.

In the 20" century a modernist movement viewed the urban park as a place for
the specific purpose of fitness and play. Nature in the parks was viewed as
human serving and neglected the opportunity to attract and serve wildlife.
The picturesque landscape that included attention to site elements such as
walls, balustrades, plazas, follies and water features was replaced by a utilitarian
collection of courts and playfields. Cheap available land in the suburbs created
a sprawl version of park design where lawn, a few trees and some picnic tables

App II - 3

Central Park New York, New York.

composed the park. Investment in high quality permanent materials was lost.
Few parks were designed with any relationship to the specific characteristics
of their sites, their cultural history or as dignified civic spaces.

In Los Angeles parks and facilities for active recreation evolved separately. In
the late 19th Century the City established a Department of Parks and identified
several sites with natural and cultural resources. Parks were envisioned as
natural or historical sites for physical and spiritual refreshment without active
recreation.

In 1904 the city created the nation’s first Playground Department for the
specific purpose of providing wholesome activities for juveniles who were
playing in the streets. The first playground was built in 1905. The next major
development was the passage of a bond measure in 1947 that funded the
construction of parks and playgrounds all over the city. Over the last quarter
century a number of notable movements in park design have emerged from
deconstructivism to the re-use of industrial and polluted landscapes as parks.
Parks once again commemorate and celebrate their history and context in the
city. They are sculpture gardens and performance spaces. Parks are multi-
generational recreation venues. Sustainable design practices are providing
alternatives to infrastructure investment and creating healthier places for
humans and wildlife. Parks are being designed to excite the imagination,
provide public education and inspire communities to come together.
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Existing Park Landscape and Open Space. The existing park contains a variety of facilities and uses for all age groups including children’s playgrounds, outdoor basketball courts, a ball
field, tennis courts, an outdoor pool, auditorium building, County library and surface parking. The eastern and southern sides of the park are dominated by parkng and buildings
diminishing the presence of green space in the city.
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Existing Park Analysis

South Parking Lot The existing parking lot is almost completely devoid of
trees causing a heat island effect with elevated temperatures around the Ron
Stone Clinic and the tennis courts. Two spaces for electric vehicles are
currently available.

Tennis Courts Two tennis courts are located in the south west corner of the
park. They are surrounded by chain link fence with mesh screening fabric.
The courts are located across the parking lot and are isolated from the rest of
the park. There is no shade or seating outside the courts for people waiting to
use them.

The South Lawn A sloping grass field shaded by numerous trees is located
between the parking lot and the children’s play area. The slope of the field and
the presence of the trees makes it difficult to use for informal ball games and
other activities. It is mainly used as a picnic grove or group gathering location.
Utility lines stretching from a wood pole to the auditorium give the appearance
of a dangerous situation.

Pool Terrace The swimming pool is surrounded by a concrete paved area
used for sunning and those waiting to swim. The area for viewing for events
within the terrace is limited. Viewing from the north and south is compromised
by a planting area above the terrace on the north side and a downhill slope on
the south.

The Heart of the Park

The heart of the park where families gather for birthday parties and children
play on play equipment has wonderful sense of enclosure created by mature
trees and buildings on the edges of the park. The space is well scaled for the
children that play within it. At the older children’s area there is ample seating
around the play equipment allowing observation. Restrooms are located close
by the play areas so that children do not have to leave the immediate areawhen
they need to use the facilities. Although this area is not visible from the street
and is a distance from the parking lot it has a strong sense of safety created by
the regular passage of people walking from San Vicente and Melrose to
Robertson Boulevard through the park.

App I - 5

The practically treeless parking lot lacks shade and isolates the tennis courts from the
rest of the park.

The pool breaks the park up in to small fragments of green space. The mature ficus trees
provide substantial shade, but are a maintenance problem requiring frequent trimming
and dropping fruit on the pool terrace.
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There are three separate play structures and a swing set in the older children’s
area. The equipment appears to be relatively new and in good condition. The
woodchip surface under the equipment meets the current codes for play area
safety but has its critics. The chips stick to clothing and can be uncomfortable
on bare feet.

Picnic tables constructed from recycled plastic are scattered around the play
area. The tables and benches appear to be in good condition. They are
installed over concrete paving for ease of cleaning the surface below them.
On the east side of the space, against the pool fence is a garden space planted
with perennials and native species. The garden is small and not in a highly
visible location. A garden of this type would be well suited as a focal point
within the park. The space above the pool could be used for pool viewing.

Basketball Courts Two full courts and one half court are located in the central
area of the park. The courts are in good condition and a popular destination.
A children’s height basket is also provided expanding the age group that uses
this park element. There is a generous amount of paving around the courts
providing space for waiting players or other activities. A long low wall between
the courts and the softball field above provides ample seating for spectators.
The neighboring restroom building provides an immediate source of water for
thirsty players.

Tiny Tots The Tiny Tots facilities include a small classroom, a grassy yard
shaded by a mature canopy tree, a paved area for games and toys shaded by
a mature Chinese Elm tree and a play structure and swings in a sand area
covered with a fabric shade canopy. The area between the restrooms and the
Tiny Tots building is very small for the number of children that participate in
programs.

The play equipment is separated from the rest of the park by decorative metal
fencing and gates. The surface below the play structures is a combination of
sand and resilient rubber surfacing, two common and acceptable play surfaces.
Sand is specified less often as a play equipment surface due to problems with
animals and potentially harmful objects. The tiny tots area lacks seating for
observation within the fenced play area.

The Heart of the Park with its lawns, play areas, mature trees, tables and benches hosts
a variety of uses and is considered the area most ‘parklike’.

%

Basketball Courts divide the ‘heart of the park’ from the ballfield. The asphalt paving is
a large impermeable area that lacks seating and shade.

App 1II - 6
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The Robertson Green An open lawn area between the tiny tots play area and
Robertson Boulevard is known as the Robertson Green. A collection of well
worn metal exercise pieces is located on the north side of the space adjacent
to the tiny tots paved play yard. These pieces are intended for use by adults
or older children who are not an ideal neighbors for the youngest children in
the park. They appear to have limited use compared to other facilities in the
park. The relatively level green lawn with trees and concrete walkways serves
as an unstructured open area for sunbathing and seating.

The Ball field The north end of the park is occupied by a substandard ball
field surrounded by tall chainlink fences and gates. The field has a clay
infield, backstop and somewhat lumpy outfield. Bleachers are located on the
east side obscuring the view of the field from San Vicente Boulevard. The
outfield is used for soccer creating additional wear and tear. Adjacent buildings
are protected from stray balls by high fences.

The fenced ball field has limited use and requires substantial special
maintenance, especially on the clay infield area. This sizable part of the park
is essentially off limits to most park users. The tall fences that protect adjacent
buildings and San Vicente Boulevard from stray balls create an unappealing
park edge.

The San Vicente Perimeter The majority of the park perimeter along San
Vicente Boulevard is composed of fences or walls cutting off views into the
park interior. The most ‘parklike’ area along the perimeter is in front of the
aquatic center where a wide lawn and mature trees create a green shaded
green edge. A sizeable lawn area east of the parking lot is limited by its
isolation and slope to its decorative qualities. San Vicente Boulevard is a
wide paved street with a narrow planted median that limits visual and physical
connections between the park and the PDC Courtyard on the opposite side.

App 1 -7
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Robertson Green, one of the few green edges to the park is an informal lawn area used
for sunbathing and picnics.

The Existing Ball Field as very limited use with the Tiny Tots building and restrooms
beyond.



Appendi x 111 Landscape Pl an - WESTHOLLYWOOD PARK MASTER PLAN 2004 OBSERVATIONS & ANALYSIS
City of West Hollywood

General Elements

Topography/Drainage

The north end of the park is approximately 26 feet higher than the south end.
This change is accommodated by sloping lawns, paving and retaining walls
built of various materials. The predominant site slope provides more than
adequate surface drainage for stormwater. Irrigation water was observed to
collect in low points creating soggy areas after watering..

Tree Preservation

There are a number of healthy specimen quality trees in the park. During the
drafting of this plan the consultants met with the City’s Tree Preservation
Group. The most important objective expressed by the group was the
preservation or replacement of mature canopy trees. The replacement of tree
canopy should be factored into early projects or phases of the master plan.
Altering the park’s existing terrain, removing buildings and moving park
functions will mean the loss of existing trees.

As future projects are determined existing trees must be evaluated on the
basis of their potential to remain in place, their potential success in relocation
or their suitability for replacement. A tree survey was conducted as part of
this project. General opinions about the probable success of moving the
existing trees and an estimate of costs was developed. Trees with deep roots,
that are surrounded by pavement or are next to buildings are more difficult to
move. Itisimportant to consider that relocated trees will need storage locations
and regular care while in temporary locations. The success rate for relocating
trees is generally about a 50 percent chance of survival at best. These
qualifications suggest that as attractive as it may sound to move trees, care
and consideration should be given to their probable success and the costs of
storage and replanting.

Future projects should carefully evaluate the feasibility of maintaining
existing trees in their current locations.

—
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A dense grove of trees in the south lawn provides significant tree canopy. Some trees have
been harmed by overcrowding.

While mature Ficus trees provide dense shade they also lift pavements and drop messy fruit.

App III - 8
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Park Edges

The south, west and north edges of the park feel neglected and untreated.
The park could be surrounded by walls of vegetation or properties bordering
the park could turn to face the park with related uses or access.

Lighting

Park lighting is provided by post top fixtures illuminating pathways and general
areas. The basketball courts and ballfields are lit with tall, high intensity
fixtures for nighttime use. More energy efficient lighting fixtures are available
for these uses.

Isolated areas and uses

The central green space feels confined and isolated from surrounding streets
rendering it practically invisible. When events are held in the park and along
San Vicente Boulevard it is difficult to connect park activities to the street
unless it is closed to vehicular use. The tennis courts, surrounded by the
parking lot are completely isolated from the other park activities. There is no
shade in the court waiting areas.

Obsolete Equipment

The exercise equipment on the north side of the Robertson Green appears to
be obsolete. In repeated site visits this area had little or no use compared to
the other play equipment. The equipment is geared to adults and is not the
most compatible use next to the Tiny Tots play area.

App III - 9
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The park is surrounded by the bleak walls of adjacent structures on the west side. This edge
could be augmented with trees and hedges to create a solid green edge.

L]

Existing basketball courts are lit with tall high intensity fixtures which is generally accept-
able when adjacent to commercial properties.
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Post top fixutres provide general area and pathway lighting. More energy efficient fixtures Tennis Courts on the South End of the Park are isolated from the green space of the
are now available. park.

The lawn area on the east side of the aquatic center has no direct connection to the park Obsolete equipment on the north edge of the park next to the Tiny Tots play area.
interior and is under-utilized.

App Il - 10
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Signage

e Signage for the park and the Library is an eclectic series of
freestanding, wall mounted and monument signage with little or no
overall coordination.

e A graphics system should be developed to attractively convey
information on park identity, facilities and regulations.

Obtrusive Elements

e Utility poles and lines running across the park are unattractive and
suggests unsafe conditions.

Impermeable Surfaces

e Surface parking, court sports and paved play areas limit the amount
of permeable surfaces and groundwater infiltration in the park.

e Large paved areas create glare and raise the ambient temperature
of the park.

Play Areas

e The existing woodchip surfacing under the play equipment has
been identified as a problem.

e The tiny tots play equipment area lacks seating for adults within
the enclosure.

Transit

e The existing bus stop on San Vicente Boulevard has no shelter
from the sun or inclement weather.

App 1T - 11
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There is no standard for park regulations.  Library identification sign.
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Utility wires over south lawn. The asphalt paving for the basketball courts creates a large impermeable area that also
retains heat.

The transit stop along San Vicente Boulevard lacks shade or weather protection. Woodchips under the play equipment is an acceptable safety material. It has been criti-
cized because it tends to adhere to clothing and is uncomfortable with bare feet.

App III - 12
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Existing Sidewalks

e A large part of the park along San Vicente Boulevard is devoted to
parking. The auditorium building faces onto the street with a sizable
wall. The narrow sidewalk is barely wide enough to fit two people
walking together creating a compressed and uncomfortable feeling.

Accessibility

e The park has good accessibility from adjacent sidewalks on
Roberston Boulevard to the central areas of the park. Ramps provide
access to the ball field and older children’s play area. Slopes on most
of the existing walkways are within ADA regulations. Access from
San Vicente Boulevard to the pool, auditorium or central areas of the
park are more challenging. A handicap curb ramp on San Vicente is
located opposite steps that lead to the auditorium entrance. A
disabled person must navigate through the parking lot to reach an
entrance to the building. Access to the pool which has a ramp into
the water must also be gained from the park interior.

Existing Tree Summary

There are over 23 different types of trees in the park. Almost of the species are
commonly found in Southern California. The Mexican Cedar, Flame and Catalpa
trees are rarer varieties. Some of the trees are good sized specimens in excellent
condition. Some of the best specimens which exhibit good structure and size
include Mediterranean Fan Palms, Canary Island Pines, Hong Kong Orchid
Trees, King Palms, Ficus Trees, Chinese Elm Trees and native Sycamore trees.
In general the trees have been placed to provide shade and seasonal interest
throughout the park. Trees with interesting branching or trunk structure like
the palms have been used effectively as accents along San Vicente Boulevard.
In the south lawn area there is densely planted grove of Magnolias, Bottle
Brush and Flame trees that suffer from overcrowding and should be thinned.
Many ficus trees have been planted along sidewalks and interior walkways.
These trees have been a popular choice in the past because they provide fast
growth and dense shade. Maintenance requirements for these trees is
extensive. They require frequent pruning, fruit must be removed from paved
surfaces and surface roots can damage paving. The diversity of species in
the park is an excellent strategy to avoid potential loss of trees from pests or
disease.

App HI - 13

The narrow sidewalk along the Auditorium retaining wall creates a hard edge to the park.

The main pedestrian entrance to the park is a narrow stairway that is not handicap
accessible.
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_— - _ — —
The Library building is set back from the street edge behind a parking lot.

Specimen quality King Palms Catalpa trees on west side of auditorium Mature pines at auditorium
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WEST HOLLYWOOD PARK TREE SURVEY

SYMBOL BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME
] FICUS ELASTICA RLUBEER TREE
8] FICUS MACROCARPA NITIDA INDHAM LALREL FIG
CINNAMOMUM CAMPHORA CAMPHOR TREE
ULMUS PARVIFOLLA CHINESE ELM TREE
o KOEBRELUTERIA BIFINMATA CHINESE FLAME TREE
@ BRACHYCHITON ACERFOLILIS FLAME TREE
LAGERSTOEMIA INDICA GRAPE MYRTLE
1} PITTOSPORLUM UNDULATLRY VICTORLAM BOX
PINUS CANARIENSIS CANARY ISLAND PINE
L1 ] ARCHONTOPHOEMY CLUNMIMNGHARMUANA KIMG PALM
1 WASHINGTOMIA FILIFERA CALIFORMIA FAN PALM
L] PLATANLIS RACEMOSER CALIFORNIA SYCAMORE
OLEA EURCPER OLIVE TREE
ALNLIS RHOMBIFOLLA WHITE ALDER
® ERYTHRIMNA SYKESH CORAL TREE
MORLS ALBA MULEERRY TREE
[ ] CUPRESSUS LUSITANICA MEXICAN CEDAR
Q MAGNOLLA GRANDIFLORA MAGNOLIA BULL BAY
5] CALLISTEMON VIMINALIS WEEPING BOTTLEBRUSH
T} BALHIMNIA BLAKEANA, HOMNG KOMG DRCHID TREE
LU ENSETE VENTRICOSUM ABYISSIMIAN BANARA
CHAMAEROFS HUMILIS MEMTERRANEAN FAN PALM
O BIGHONIACEAE SPECIDEA CATALPA

App Il - 16



OBSERVATIONS & ANALYSIS WEST HOLLYWOOD PARKMASTER PLAN 2004 - Appendi x |11 Landscape Pl an
City of West Hollywood

T e
' e

Hovegy,
A

e
§ Irl‘f.‘l;r
ol 2
T g e
I- E TII
i W,
E - B e
r L. x
ol ’ E Y E
: " a il ¥ =
'-'"_ o ' f8 i it El-2 b 1 1 ._'l.
. iy ¥, N - " -
. * E Ly, o # g : § i:
BTh A Y ik b
£t o WEE i i = gl L
o " , o e o ,t‘:’ a3
5 ' " ; Z, X [ E febat ay
A o, TR (P CEEEL
1 ] My S mEmn T

]
o
t
s
:
|4
- i
1 =
S 5 8
(7]

B |=,1_ by ] ! .'T.‘". _!, .... ' 4'-. |} .E P
# : A =1 = I+ o
4 ok B R . r & ;29 Lok e
L ES L = | &
! LY o o Ll g

b2
i
L

s A N A T R T ST e R A L

App 1I - 17



Appendi x 11l Landscape Pl an - WESTHOLLYWOOD PARKMASTER PLAN 2004 OBSERVATIONS & ANALYSIS
City of West Hollywood

WEST HOLLYWOQOD VINCINITY
PARKS & OPEM SPACES EXISTING FACILITIES

LEGEMND

WEST HOLLYWOOD PARK
2. GREYSTOME PARK
3. BEVERLY GARDENS
4. OAKHURST PARK
3. LA CIENEGA PARK
G. CARTHAY CIRCLE PARK
7. HANCOCK PARK
8. PAN PACIFIC PARK
9. ROSEWOOD PARK
10. W.M. HART PARK
11. COLDWATER CANYOMN PARK
12, WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL PARK
13, BANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS REC. AREA
14. PLUMMER PARK
15, POINSETTIA REC. CENTER
16, WILSHIRE COUNTRY CLUB
17, HOLLYWOOD REC, CENTER
18. DE LONGPRE PARK
19, HOLLYWOOD FRANKLIN PARK
20. WATTLES GARDEN PARK
21. RUNYON CANYON PARK
22, HOLLYWOOD BOWL
23. HOLLYWOOD CEMENTERY
Z4. ROXBURY PARK
25. ROSEWOOD AVE. SCHOOL
26. WEST HOLYWOOD SCHOOL
27. HAWTHORNE SCHOOL
28, BERKELEY HALL SCHOOL
29, BEVERLY VISTA SCHOOL
30, MANM SCHOOL
31, FAIRFAX HIGH SCHOOL

32. LAUREL SCHOOL
33. KINGS ROAD PARK

App 1II -
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The Urban Context of the Park.

The entire Los Angeles region is considered to be park poor with considerably
less than the 10 acres of recommended park land for each 1,000 persons. The
City of West Hollywood is no exception with an exceedlingly low area per
capita of park land. The City is surrounded by Los Angeles on three sides
and Beverly Hills on the western edge. There are 19 parks or school related
recreation facilities within a two mile radius of the park. Although the parks in
each city are designed and managed by each municipality, residents of all
three cities utilize facilities without regard of ownership.

The master plan addresses the opportunities that West Hollywood Park could
realize within the local network of recreation and open space facilities. The
plan moves buildings from the center of the park to the edges or to adjacent
properties to maximize currently owned land for recreation, both active and
passive. Although it is tempting to try to correct the deep deficit in city
recreational faculties in this park, we have responded to the citizen’s desires
for a place of beauty and tranquility as well. We have looked at nearby parks
and schools to better understand the distribution of ball fields and sports
courts available for use within walking distance or a short trip from West
Hollywood Park.

We have also studied the renovation of the Pacific Design Center Courtyard
and recent improvements along Santa Monica Boulevard and San Vicente
Boulevard that include ornamental plantings in street medians, wide sidewalks
and pedestrian scale lighting. These spaces contribute to the City’s network
of open spaces and are important linkages to the park.

App Il - 19

Santa Monica Boulevard west of the park.

Pacific Design Center looking east into the courtyard.
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Nearby Park and Recreation Existing Facility Survey:

Facilties

Tennis Courts
Soft Ball

Soccer Fields
Outdoor Basketball
Indoor Basketball
Volleyball
Swimming Pool
Tot Lots
Playgrounds
Skate boarding
Benches / Tables
Dog Use Areas
Raquetball
Auditoriums
Meeting rooms
Lawn Areas

Fountains/Water Feature

Ornamental Gardens
Community Gardens
Running Track

POINSETTIA REC.

CENTER

(=]

LA CIENEGA PARK

- N =
[=2]

ROXBURY PARK

- n

PAN PACIFIC PARK

= NN=N

HANCOCK PARK

City of West Hollywood

W 5

n << X

a8 T

Equ_j &

S T

1 2
1

1 1

1

1

1

X

X

X

X

X

X X

SCHOOL

OBSERVATIONS & ANALYSIS
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Precedents and Comparison of Parks in the Area

There are eleven existing parks and eight schools with recreational facilities
within a two mile radius of West Hollywood Park; they are located in the cities
of Los Angeles, Beverly Hills and West Hollywood. In summary there are over
28 tennis courts, 16 of them at the La Cienega Tennis Center, 8 ball fields, 8
basketball courts, tot lots, playgrounds, picnic areas, community centers,
community gardens and ornamental gardens. The parks in the area span a
wide range of types and uses from typical suburban recreational parks to
preserved natural areas in the Santa Monica Mountains. Local residents who
travel by car have access to a wide range of active and passive recreation
facilities. Within only a few minutes drive there are opportunities for lawn
bowling, strolling through a sculpture garden, hiking on a canyon trail, digging
in a community garden, playing soccer, basketball, tennis or just relaxing on a
green lawn. Those who are dependent on walking, public transit or bicycle
have fewer options. Residents of all three cities are free to use all of these
parks. The pool at West Hollywood park draws swimmers from substantial
distances as it is one of the only year round outdoor pools open to the public
between Beverly Hills and downtown Los Angeles. A larger year round facility
is located in Culver City and a new facility opened at Santa Monica College in
the summer of 2002. Skating and skateboarding are activities with great demand
and no sanctioned facilities in the local area.

Many of the surrounding parks fall into a single category of recreational park,
ornamental garden or natural area. With the exception of Hancock Park, very
few of the other parks in the immediate area are located in heavily commercial
areas and they do not function as civic spaces for large scale events. It is also
difficult to find many examples of parks that combine ornamental gardens,
natural experiences, cultural resources and formal recreation. Some of the
purely ornamental spaces are used for recreation such as jogging in Beverly
Park along Santa Monica Boulevard.

App III - 21
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View of park interior pathway, mature trees and bio-swale.
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Hancock Park - 31 Acres

City of West Hollywood

Hancock Park Los Angeles

The recently renovated 31 acre Hancock Park surrounds the George C. Page
Museum and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The park integrates
gardens, natural areas, educational exhibits and public spaces into a
picturesque landscape. Educational exhibits include working archeological
and paleontological dig sites and the internationally known La Brea Tar Pits.
An amphitheater is utilized for programs sponsored by the County Museum
of Art but lack of shade and a western orientation limit the hours of use. A
majority of the park is large open lawn areas with pathways connecting to
buildings, interpretive sites, parking and the park perimeter. These lawn areas
are used for picnics and informal recreation. They are designed to drain into a
vegetated bio-swale providing a sustainable alternative to conventional storm
water infrastructure and an opportunty for ground water recharge.

There are no structured athletic courts, fields or formal structured play areas
for children and local residents have been critical of this deficiency. Still, the
park is well used and offers many interesting experiences and a wealth of
opportunities for unstructured play. Due to the cultural institutions and
interpretive sites in the park the perimeter is fenced and access is restricted
outside of park hours. The fence is surrounded by planting on both sides
where possible softening the impression of the boundary.

App I - 22
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Formal Lawn Bowling along Olympic Boulevard
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Roxbury Park - 19.8 Acres.
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Roxbury Park Beverly Hills

Roxbury Park at almost 20 acres, is one of the most popular parks on the west
side of Los Angeles. It is popular with children, active adults and senior
citizens. The park has a very strong organization based on formal axes and the
creation of rooms or zones within the park. Roxbury functions as a
neighborhood park for local families and attracts users from a wider local area
for little league baseball, picnics and outdoor parties.

The park has excellently maintained tennis courts, basketball courts, a little
league ball field and very popular children’s play area along with a courtyard
community center well utilized by seniors. The park design makes good use
of landforms on a relatively flat site to enclose the children’s play area providing
a sense of security and separation from other areas in the park. A retaining
wall around the play area keeps children in the play area and provides a
generous amount of seating with direct views of the play equipment. There is
a great variety of play structures for all ages from very young toddlers to
young teens. A series of meandering paths and formal promenades create a
walking and children’s’ cycling circuit throughout the park. Ornamental
gardens break up large paved areas adding seasonal color and texture to the
park. Large mature shade trees provide ample shade in many areas. Benches
and tables are located along the park’s western edge under mature trees.
Parking for the park is limited to a lot at the south end which is invisible from
the interior of the park. Despite a large amount of paved areas in court sports,
courtyards, parking and walkways the park has an overwhelmingly green
appearance from the public streets that surround it. This has been achieved
by maintaining green space on the park perimeters as much as possible. A
classical arbor on the north side of the park visible from Olympic Boulevard
sets the visual tone of the park as a combination of garden and recreational
rooms.
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Children s plan area and community center building
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La Cienega Park Beverly Hills

La Cienega Park is comprised of almost 30 acres which incudes ball fields,
children’s play areas, a community center building and a large tennis facility
with a parking structure below. The park is located on the east and west sides
of La Cienega Boulevard betweeen Olympic Boulevard and Gregory way on
the eastern edge of the City of Beverly Hills.

The east part of the park is elevated above the street level with a planted berm
connecting the park interior to the sidewalk and creating a green edge along
the street. A large playground is located in the north east part of the park with
play equipment set in sand. A fenced ball field occupies the southern portion
of'the park. A field used for AYSO soccer is located in the south east corner of
the park. Tables, chairs and benches are located along the pathway at the top
of the berm providing places for picnics and table games. A small restroom
and community center building is located in the north west corner with
convenient access from the children’s play area. Pathways in this sector of
the park are used for walking exersize.

The western portion of the park includes an informal athletic field used for
AYSO soccer and other activities. It is surrounded by built up grass berms
and trees creating a green edge along the street and keeping balls confined to
the field area. The tennis facility in cludes 16 courts, a pro shop, restrooms
and parking.

The Fairbanks Center for Motion Picture Study, housed in the historic Beverly
Hills Waterworks building constructed in 1928 is located in the central portion
ofthe west side of the park. This building contains a research library collection
and reading rooms. The area in front of the building is planted with attractive
formal gardens adding ornamental gardens to the park.

App III - 24
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Goals, Principles and a Landscape Vision for the Park

West Hollywood Park is a unique place in this small and vibrant city. This
park is the agora, the Piazza San Marco and the central park all wrapped up
into one small green space. It is the traditional town square where local
residents take their kids for a weekend picnic, parents attend play dates for
young children, seniors come here for master swimming programs and others
come for various classes and programs. In this same physical space the park
serves as a regional destination for large scale events such as Christopher
Street West, the terminus of the San Francisco to Los Angeles Aids Ride and
others. During these moments the park is transformed from a small scale
neighborhood space into a world stage with the impact of thousands of people.
The presence of thousands of people on turf areas has long term impacts on
the park and its maintenance.

The concepts in this master plan must address the intimacy of the
neighborhood park and create a stage for events that will reduce impacts on
more sensitive areas. The community forums conducted for this project
identifed some clear visions for the park and a wide range of desired activities
and facilties. The most important component of the vision is a park that is
primarily green, especially on the street edges. As existing facilties are
evaluated and projects are formulated, the goal of the gardens and greens
along San Vicente Boulevard and Robertson Boulevard must be respected.
The community also called for a mixture of active and passive uses. This plan
strives to achieve this mix and to insure that they can successfully coexist.
An important quality of the existing park that was identified as an important
quality to maintain in any alteration is the maintenance of the shade canopy
created by the existing mature trees. As projects are identified the area of the
park shaded by canopy trees should be replaced as early as possible through
the planting of trees in areas to remain without grading alterations. Trees
varieties must be chosen and locations must be selected to make sure that
they will make sense in the ultimate build out of the park. Relocation of trees
is relatively expensive and success rates are generally about 50% with some
varieties easier to move than others.

This long range master plan strives to satisfy the current needs and desires of
the people of West Hollywood and looks to the future to predict as well as
possible the acitvites and faclities the park should contain. Flexibility is a key
component of the plan to insure that as park uses evlolve the physical
characteristics of the park are adaptable.

City of West Hollywood

Lanscape Opportunities

*  Expand the central, green heart of the park and make it visible from
the surrounding streets.

* Create innovative, creative, educational and accessible play areas
for children with ample seating for accompanying adults or caregivers.

*  Think of the entire park as potential adventure/discovery play areas
for children and provide much desired contact with natural elements
of water, vegetation, stone and soil.

*  Provide a full range of active and passive uses in the park including
areas of quiet respite.

* Incorporate public art into various aspects of the park in play areas,
grade transitions, water features, site furniture, lighting, park identity
and graphics.

*  Expand the recently established Santa Monica ornamental gardens
into the park and San Vicente Boulevard.

* Improve the appearance of the park edges through planting and
opportunities for adjacent buildings to face into the park.

*  Create a promenade in the park for seating, strolling, people watching
and small children’s mobility toys.

*  Create a belvedere along San Vicente Boulevard overlooking San
Vicente Boulevard

* Reinforce the connection of the park to the PDC courtyard by
narrowing the Boulevard and creating a green canopy of street trees
along its length.

» Design grade transitions such as steps, walls, terraced gardens,
sloping lawns, ramps and water features to provide seating for park
events.

e Create piazzas on the north and south end of San Vicente Boulevard
that will function as forecourts to the park announcing entry to the
park precinct and containing events and park functions.

* Use allees of trees along adjacent streets to connect to the larger
community.

App III - 26
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The New Park
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The New Park in Context.

WEST HOLLYWOOD PARK MASTER PLAN 2004 PARKELEMENTS

City of West Hollywood

The Park Plan: Project Components

The Park Interior

. The Upper Park
1-The North Meadow

The north meadow is a temporary open space that will in the future become a
building site for mixed use development facing into the park. In the interim is
has been envisioned as an area for volley ball and basketball courts. These
activities which tend to be louder than others will be located adjacent to the
loading and parking zones for the existing commercial uses along Santa Monica
Boulevard.

e Alternative locations for additional active recreation such as
volleyball or basketball.

e Screen views of adjacent buildings
2 --The Heart of the Park

The most active part of the park will be the central area that includes play
equipment for toddlers and older children, seating and tables for picnics and
other types of gatherings. A number of the existing qualities of this area should
be maintained such as the intimate scale of the space, the ability to see many
play areas from one central location, level areas for seating and picnics and
restrooms in close proximity. The play area for the youngest children will be
separated from the rest of the park by vertical barriers. These barriers could be
decorative fences, hedges, walls or other devices. Shade for the play structures
is essential. This can be accomplished with fabric canopies in the short term
and trees in the longer term. This area of the park will retain foot traffic from the
surrounding streets providing a sense of population and observation.

*  Create opportunities for adventure and discovery play

*  Provide shaded seating close to play equipment

*  Provide shade for play elements

*  Design play area containment as a decorative or garden feature
*  Encourage circulation through the area

*  Create a sense of enclosure while maintaining views into the larger
park.

App III - 28



PARKELEMENTS WEST HOLLYWOOD PARK MASTER PLAN 2004 - Appendi x |11 Landscape Pl an

City of West Hollywood

3 —-The South Meadow

A large open meadow will allow for informal play and large scale picnics and
events. Ideally the slope of the meadow should be a maximum of 3 % while
allowing for surface drainage. The area should be crowned with drain fixtures
on the edges to reduce possible conflicts with concrete and metal drainage
structures and play. Turf in this partof the park should be selected for viability
with varied sun and shade conditions and the ability to stand up under frequent
use. Good surface drainage and proper soil preparation will insure the success
of the turf. The meadow is adjacent to the terrace flanking the library, family
recreation center and community rooms. Planting along the edge of the meadow
should allow views from ground floor spaces into the park. The Master Plan
considered the opportunity to structure the park in a manner to transfer the
more active programmed uses such as softball or soccer to the northern
portion of the central open space. The advantages of this strategy included
less conflict between organized sports games and small children and toddler
areas. Toddler areas could also be located closer to the community recreation
building offering more convenient restrooms and greater staff observation.

¢ Flexible play areas
e Areas for large picnics or gatherings
¢ Requires engineering for excellent drainage to insure turf success

e Maintaining views into and out of the library and community
spaces will increase the sense of security in the park

4 --Robertson Green

The Robertson green is outside of the active part of the park and will provide
a quiet area for seating and contemplation. An ornamental garden of substantial
size could be developed here. A grove of trees would provide shade from the
afternoon sun. Seating should be provided with these uses in mind. Furniture
could be selected and positioned within smaller garden rooms. A focal element
such as a water feature, public art or ornamental planting could be incorporated.

e Create a quiet environment with seating and shade
¢ Develop a focal point such as an ornamental garden or water feature(s)

e Encourage circulation through this area and maintain visibilty into
the green from the street edge to insure park safety. Select trees with
high canopies to maintain views into the park.

e Treat the building edges of the space as garden walls with plantings
or other devices to screen wall surfaces.

App III - 29
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o The Lower Park
5 --San Vicente Promenade

A generous planting area for the mature ficus trees parallel to San Vicente
Boulevard will be created along a widened sidewalk creating an expansive
promenade. Gardens within the zone adjacent to the street will convey a
sense of the green park interior. An elegant series of walls, stairs and ramps
will connect the lower park to the upper park, provide gracious access and
separate the active zone of the park from the more passive lower park dedicated
to the art of strolling and people watching along a grand boulevard. The
lower park should contain ample seating and focal points. A convenient and
comfortable transit stop will serve the library and the park as a whole.

e Create a generous promenade along San Vicente Boulevard

¢ Develop a grand scale transition with universal access to upper park
e Create a generous zone for the existing mature Ficus Trees

e Create a comfortable and convenient transit stop.

¢ Establish and reinforce the visual, pedestrian connections between
the Park, Santa Monica Boulevard and the new Library entrance.

e Build in the infrastructure for temporary street closures and special
events such as Christopher Street West.

6 --The Piazzas

Courts announcing the entrance to the park precinct will be created at the
intersections of San Vicente Boulevard. Melrose Avenue and Santa Monica
Boulevard. These two spaces will be designed to accommodate intensive
uses when San Vicente Boulevard is closed to vehicular traffic for events. The
courts will be created through the use of special paving materials to create
patterns or frames and the introduction of vertical elements such as bollards,
light fixtures or trees on their edges. The design of these spaces will allow a
seamless flow across the courts onto the adjacent promenade and into the
park. The courts should be designed with infrastructure to support periodic
street closures and special events such as electrical outlets, water sources,
adequate levels of lighting for nighttime uses and technology connections.

e Create forecourts to the park precinct.
¢ Develop spaces for community events.

e Develop vehicular pick up and drop off in the piazzas.

Seating and ornamental gardens along the street edges of the park will maximize use of
the park and provide a green edge.

Tall headed canopy trees allow views into the park.
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7 --The Promenades

Interior promenades will afford the opportunity to stroll through the park,
maintain connections between San Vicente Boulevard and Robertson
Boulevard and connect to Melrose Avenue and Santa Monica Boulevard.
The canopy tree lined promenades must be designed with sufficient width to
accommodate substantial trees on both sides, seating, space for people
walking, kiosks, and kids with mobility toys such as tricycles or push toys.
The promenades will function as linear spaces as well as circulation routes
through the park.

* Treat the promenades as linear rooms for circulation, seating and
play.
* Line the promenades with large canopy trees.

* Provide ample seating within the promenades.

* Consider the use of permeable paving materials or create bio-
swales to filter drainage form paved areas.

App I - 31

Promenades should be designed with generous paved areas and wide tree canopies.
They could expand into use areas such as the children's play areas.

Regularly spaced, linear tree allees will strengthen the promenade axes and reinforce
vistas.
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General Elements

Site Grading and Transitions

The goal of the park design is to create 5 distinct topographic zones that are
as level as required for greatest functionality. The existing general north-
south and west to east site slope will be retained for site surface drainage.
Drainage fixtures in the park should be located outside of play area where
possible. Where drains occur in paved areas fixtures should incorporate park
design themes. The park should achieve as much ground water recharge as
possible through the use of permeable surfaces and detention in the large
meadow areas or other planted areas.

Transitions between the park zones will be compressed into walls, steps,
terraces, seat walls, water features, ramps or sloped planting areas. The
transition elements are compressed to allow the greatest amount of space
possible for functional park space. Where transitions are required they should
be universally accessible and designed as elements of the overall park
vocabulary. They may incorporate public art or provide functional seating.

* Design universally accessible grade transitions
*  Design transitions efficiently to allow for maximum use of park space.

*  Maintain positive surface drainage and incorporate drainage fixtures
in the design themes of the park.

*  Filter storm water before it reaches municipal systems and create on
site ground water recharge where possible.

Paving Materials

Paving materials should be selected for function, durability and potential to
achieve park design themes. Piazzas will provide opportunities for creating
decorative patterns or frames using materials with durability under heavy
vehicular traffic. These materials may include precast concrete pavers, cast in
place concrete paving or a combination of these materials. Patterns or frames
should emphasis spatial definition and may be supplemented by the planting
of trees, bollards or other elements that assist in defining the space.

Promenade paving has no vehicular traffic and can consist be lighter duty
including asphalt unit pavers. The surface of these walkways should be
smooth for the most comfortable experience by wheeled users.

City of West Hollywood

Minor walkways may be permeable materials such as T-Nap or stabilized
decomposed granite.

*  Piazzas will require decorative yet highly durable materials
*  Piazza paving patterns must emphasis a sense of space
*  Promenade materials should be a smooth surface for wheeled users.
*  Minor walkways may be permeable materials.
Play Areas

Although the central zone of the park is intended to be the most active, and
will have elements specifically designed for children’s play the entire park
should be thought of as opportunities for adventure and discovery play.
Child development studies have found that children enjoy discovery, adventure
and experiencing natural elements during play. Various areas of the park can
provide contact with water, vegetation, stone, metal and other materials. In
the areas specifically designed for active play elements should be located to
separate younger and older children while allowing visibility of both areas
from one vantage point. Shade should be provided for all seating and play
elements. In the short term shade may be provided by fabric canopies. In the
longer term shade may be provided by canopy trees. Local codes and
guidelines must be followed in the design of safe play elements and surfacing.
Avoid the use of woodchips or other problematic materials. Restrooms should
be located in close proximity to play areas to insure a safe secure environment.
Play areas for the youngest children should be surrounded by a containment
system that may be decorative fencing, hedges, walls or other types of barriers.

*  Create play opportunities throughout the park

*  Provide contact with water, vegetation and other natural materials
*  Create age specific play areas

*  Provide shade and seating close to play areas

*  Maintain visibility between play areas and the rest of the park.

*  Provide restrooms in close proximity to play areas

*  Follow local codes and guidelines in play area design

*  Design play area containment within the park design themes, as art
elements or garden elements.
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Fencing and Rails

Fencing and railings in the park must adhere to local building codes at grade
transitions. Fencing around play areas, maintenance areas or on the park
perimeter may be designed as planted elements, solid walls or decorative
fencing. Railings may be sculptural elements or part of a public art program.

. Adhere to local codes for fences and railings.
. Design perimeter or screening fencing as garden or decorative
elements.
. Railings and balustrades may be sculptural or part of the public art
program.
. Soften grade transitions, focal elements, to relate the swimming

facilities to the rest of park or as play elements.
‘Water Features

Water is a vital universal element constituting a majority of our human and
global composition. The affinity we feel for this material with such plastic
reflective, refractive, sculptural and restorative qualities is unparalleled. The
beauty of water is complemented by a cultural history of physical development
based on sustenance, agriculture and transportation. Natural water bodies
and man made elements such as infrastructure have been translated into
decorative fountains and water features in parks and gardens throughout
their history. Water is a precious element akin to fine art signifying possession
of resources and appreciation of beauty. In desert climates like southern
California there are complex social conditions that affect how water is used
and perceived in the landscape. During periods of drought the use of water
in decorative elements has been curtailed. Water feature mechanical systems
have evolved to achieve higher efficiency using recirculation and reclaimed
sources. Water features can be designed to reduce water loss through
evaporation. Reflection pools and other bodies lose less water to evaporation
than jets, cascades or other vertical elements.

Water elements in West Hollywood Park should be designed to take full
advantage of the potential qualities of water including reflective surfaces,
movement, sound, lighting effects, wind motion, color and depth. Water
elements can divide spaces, create visual or physical axes or link spaces.
They can greatly enhance grade transitions, expand the sense of a space or
mask negative elements inside or outside the park. Water should be a tactile
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element providing opportunities for cooling off on hot days and exploration
and education for young minds. We should also plan for animal life in the
park, both wild in the case of birds that could drink and bathe in water elements
and domestic animals such as dogs whose owners will look for safe places for
their pets to drink from.

Water elements must be designed with safety in mind and adhere to all local
codes relating to disabled perception of water bodies and general safety.
Most ornamental pools and water bodies can be designed with shallow depths
to increase safety and reduce water volume. Water elements should also be
designed to discourage undesirable uses.

Water elements should:

Animate the park through sound and movement during the daytime and
at night

Provide tactile contact
Assist in shaping spaces in the park
Act as focal points
Be designed as water efficient systems
Be designed with safety in mind

Park Maintenance

The master plan recommends an expanded maintenance facility in close
proximity to San Vicente Boulevard for equipment and delivery access. The
yard should contain space for materials storage, equipment storage, plant
materials, a maintenance office with a restroom and covered shop for equipment
repairs and other minor work. The facility will require all major utilities except
gas. The yard will need to be secured from the rest of the park by fencing or
walls with access gates. The yard and associated building should be integrated
into the park design using consistent materials and appropriate massing.

As the park evolves over time maintenance of outdoor facilities will be critical
to their success. All of the park components will require short term and long
term maintenance from tree pruning and lawn mowing to repair of play
structures and periodic cleaning of water features. As the features in the park
are designed conversations need to take place to insure that the city has the
resources required in terms of knowledge and budget to make sure that the
park looks and functions as intended in the design process.
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Planting Design Guidelines

Planting design will be one of the most critical factors in developing a particular
character for the park. When we think of other well known parks it is often the
vegetation that creates the strongest memory of the place. In New York’s
Central park it is the sweeping lawns and towering deciduous trees that
comprise one’s mental image. In San Diego’s Balboa park it might be Fan
Palms or Olive trees suited to the Mediterranean climate. In West Hollywood
Park the planting design must support the structure of the park, creating a
larger open green space articulated as a series of sub-spaces, rooms or zones.
There are opportunities for a wide range of plant types and styles but the
smaller parts must be woven together to make a complete tapestry within the
park.

In the public forums conducted as a part of this project a number of criteria
and issues were raised on this subject. Many individuals expressed a desire
that the park have green edges on the adjacent streets. When asked to
comment on potential plant materials in the park a number of people identified
native plants and drought tolerant planting as themes they were interested in.
At every forum requests were received to preserve as many existing trees as
possible in the future.

Plants should be long lived and maintainable by the park maintenance staff.
These guidelines do not identify specific plant species or styles of planting
design. They are intended to provide criteria to allow future qualified design
professionals to develop their own planting palettes and concepts.

. Turf Systems

The two large meadow areas are intended to host a variety of uses from casual
ball playing to picnics and large scale events. Turf systems should be designed
with superior drainage to allow maximum use of the areas following irrigation
or precipitation without damage. Turf varieties should be selected to withstand
consistent use and varying exposures of sun and shade. Subbase preparation
could include the use of sub-drainage and/or sand cap systems to allow
relatively level grading.

City of West Hollywood

. Ornamental Plantings

Selected plant materials should be long lived and maintainable by park staff.
Plants may be selected for their ability to attract or host interesting wildlife like
humming birds and butterflies. These plants may be native, drought tolerant
or acclimated to the southern California climate. Plants selected for hedges
and screening should be relatively fast growing evergreen species. Flowering
plants should be selected for length of bloom and other potentially interesting
features such as foliage color or texture. As the park is frequented by young
children the use of poisonous species should be avoided.

J Trees

Trees will be the walls and roofs of the park rooms. They will punctuate the
promenades, provide shade for seating and play areas, and create buffers
between the park and adjacent buildings. Canopy trees should be selected to
provide shade in picnic areas, over play structures and along promenades.
Their spacing should be determined by their mature size insuring that they
will not overcrowd one another after their initial planting. Trees with excessive
fruits or heavy cones should be avoided. Flowering trees should be planted in
groves or groupings that maximize the impact of their seasonal bloom.

Trees planted in lawn areas should have mulch maintained over the root ball
to avoid damage from lawn maintenance. Trees planted in paved areas,
including street trees should have generous root areas. Species with surface
roots that lift and damage paving should be avoided. When root barriers are
utilized they should be placed at the edges of the surrounding pavement far
enough from the rootball to insure sufficient root area for the life of the tree.

The park is endowed with a great number of existing trees of many species.
As specific projects are identified existing trees should be evaluated on a case
by case basis to determine feasibility of maintaining them in their current
location, relocation or if necessary, removal. In some cases the cost of
preserving or relocating trees will be outweighed by the efficiency of planting
new trees.
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Tree Preservation and Relocation Feasibility in West Hollywood Park

Trees within West Hollywood Park that will lend themselves to root pruning and
construction related encroachment within the drip line are the Ficus species.
Roots can be cut as close as 8 feet to the trunk of even the very biggest trees.
Ficus are also excellent candidates for relocation. The massive Platanus racemosa
in the front of the park, if determined sound, can also accommodate encroachment
within the drip line.

The best off-site relocation candidates in terms of quality, transplant viability and
cost effectiveness are the Brachychiton discolor, Charnaerops bumilis,
Archonrophoenix cunninghamiana, Strelitizia nicolai, Bauhinia blakeana and
Callistemon viminalis.

Trees on-site that are not recommended for relocation include Morris alba, Alnus
rhombifolia and Pittosporum undulatum.
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Quantity Size Description Remarks Unit Cost
Ficus nitida.......c.ceveueveieirreccceeeeeee e Move on-site
Ficus nitida.......c.ceveueveieirreccceeeeeee e Move on-site
Ficus nitida.......c.ceveueveieirreccceeeeeee e Move on-site
Ficus nitida.......c.ceveueveieirreccceeeeeee e Move on-site
Ficus nitida.......cceueueieieinenccceceeee e Move on-site
Ficus elastica........cocouverereeerennrrsrnrrresesereeeene Move on-site
Platanus racemos..........c.cocveeeeereririreeeeieieieeeecceeeene Move on-site
Ulmus parvifolia Move on-site
Ulmus parvifolia Move on-site
Pinus canariensis. ... ...cocoevereeveeereeeenenenenineeeeeereeeeens Move on-site
Pinus canariensis. ... ...cocoevereeveeereeeenenenenineeeeeereeeeens Move on-site
Pinus canariensis. ... ...cocoevereeveeereeeenenenenineeeeeereeeeens Move on-site
Pinus canariensis. ... ...cocoevereeveeereeeenenenenineeeeeereeeeens Move on-site
Pinus canariensis. ... ...cocoevereeveeereeeenenenenineeeeeereeeeens Move on-site
Erythrina SYKeSii.......ceeueveueuririririrnrrrerececc e Topped on-site
MOTITIS AlDA......ceeeiieirr s Demo
MOTITIS AlDA......ceeeiieirr s Demo
MOTITIS AlDA......eeiiieirer s Demo
Pittosporum undulatum...........cccceeeerveerieierenieenieennen Demo
Pittosporum undulatum...........cccceeeevveerieerenieeneeennen Demo
KOCIIEULEIIA. ..o Move off-site
Brachychiton discolor...........ccococvnnrneccncnnnireenee Move off-site
Brachychiton discolor...........ccococvnnrneccncnnnireenee Move off-site
AgONIS fleXU0SA. ....coeeeieeieieiricieeeee e Poor/demo
Magnolia grandiflora............cccceccvnnnnnnnnnnnrienen On or off-site
Magnolia grandiflora............cccceccvnnnnnnnnnnnrienen On or off-site
Magnolia grandiflora............cccccocennnnnnnnnnrrieeeeen Poor form
Magnolia grandiflora............ccccceevnnnnnnnnnnrreeenn On or off-site
Magnolia grandiflora............ccccceevnnnnnnnnnnrreeenn On or off-site
Magnolia grandiflora............ccccceevnnnnnnnnnnrreeenn Poor/demo
Magnolia grandiflora............cccccecvnnnnnnnnnnrreeenn Poor/demo
Calodendrum capense...........ceceerveereerereereereereseesenenns On-site
Chamacrops humilis............ccceveeeriririeeenirinieieeeenennnes On or off-site
Chamacrops humilis............ccceveeeriririeeenirinieieeeenennnes On or off-site
Chamacrops humilis............ccceveeeriririeeenirinieieeeenennnes On or off-site
Olea CUIOPACA. .....cveveveeererereieeeeeeieteeesesereseessesesesens On or off-site

The Tree Preservation/Relocation Summary Chart. The costs outlined above are current for the year 2004 and for preliminary budgeting purposes only. They reflect boxing and
storing trees on-site. For direct relocation costs add 15% to the below unit cost and for replanting of stored trees add 35% to below cost.
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