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WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, 2014 
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

9 p.m. – 10 p.m. Call to Action Dessert Reception
West Hollywood City Council Chambers 

at the West Hollywood Library 
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard

West Hollywood, CA 90069



Jessica Stern
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
INTERNATIONAL GAY AND 
LESBIAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION (IGLHRC)

Jessica Stern, executive 
director of the 
International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission (IGLHRC), 
specializes in gender, 
sexuality and human rights 
globally.  As the first 
researcher on LGBT rights 
at Human Rights Watch 
and a Ralph Bunche Fellow 
at Amnesty International, 
she conducted fact-finding 
investigations and 
advocacy in relation to 
Iran, Kyrgyzstan, South 
Africa, and the United Arab 
Emirates. Prior to working 
internationally, she 
campaigned extensively 
for social and economic 
justice in the United States 
for the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, the 
National Gay & Lesbian 
Task Force, the Urban 
Justice Center and as a 
co-founding collective 
member of Bluestockings 
Bookstore.  Educated at 
the London School of 
Economics, she has taught 
graduate and law classes 
at Columbia University, the 
City University of New York 
(CUNY), and Universidad 
de los Andes. 

 

PROGRAM

7:00 pm
Welcome and 
Introductions

7:15 pm
Sexuality and Human 
Rights on the Global 
Stage

8:30 pm
Audience Q & A

8:45 pm
Closing Remarks

9:00 pm
Call to Action Dessert 
Reception 

10:00 pm
Program Ends

Tamara Adrián
CHAIR, COMMITTEE FOR 
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY 
AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA AND 
TRANSPHOBIA (IDAHO-T); WORLD 
TRANS SECRETARY OF ILGA 
(INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN, GAY, 
BISEXUAL, TRANS AND INTERSEX 
ASSOCIATION)

Tamara Adrián is a 
Venezuelan lawyer and 
graduated from the Andrés 
Bello Catholic University in 
Caracas, summa cum laude. 
She further obtained a 
Doctorate in Law degree, 
mention très bien at Paris 2 
University, France, and a 
Diploma in Comparative Law 
from the Paris Institute of 
Comparative Law. She is a 
professor for undergraduate, 
postgraduate and doctoral 
degrees at the Andrés Bello 
Catholic University, the 
Metropolitan University and 
at the Central University of 
Venezuela. She is author of 
many articles and books 
relating the matters she 
teaches, as well as LGTTTBI 
law. She is the President for 
the Committee of the 
International Day Against 
Homophobia and 
Transphobia (IDAHO-T). She 
is the World Trans Secretary 
of ILGA. She is special advisor 
of World Health Organization 
WHO and Pan American 
Health Organization PAHO. 
She is member of the Board 
of Directors of WPATH, GATE 
and PLAFAM. She is special 
advisor of HRH and WAS.

Dawn Cavanagh
DIRECTOR, COALITION OF 
AFRICAN LESBIANS (CAL)

Dawn Cavanagh is an 
activist and feminist. 
She frames her political 
standpoint as a woman and 
a lesbian and hopes for a 
world where there’s freedom 
including from gender 
constraints. Over the years 
she has worked on issues of 
access to health, HIV and 
AIDS, women’s rights and 
sexual and reproductive 
rights. She is passionate 
about movements and 
about building organizations 
where the workers wake 
every day and can’t wait to 
get to work!!! Dawn is the 
CAL (Coalition of African 
Lesbians) Director.

PANELISTS

MODERATOR

John Heilman
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD  
MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

Mayor Pro Tempore John 
Heilman has served on the 
City Council since the City 
of West Hollywood was 
incorporated in November 
1984 and has served as 
Mayor seven times. Mayor 
Pro Tempore Heilman is a 
law professor at 
Southwestern Law School 
and USC. 



Guo Ziyang (Joe)
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BEIJING  
ZUO YOU INFORMATION CENTER

Guo Ziyang is the Executive 
Director of Beijing Zuoyou 
Information & Consulting 
Center. He began working 
as a gay activist at the age 
of 16 and has served in 
many capacities, including 
as the Executive Director 
of the Beijing LGBT Center 
and the Project Director to 
the Chiheng Foundation’s 
MSM Projects. He is a board 
member of the China Sex 
Worker Forum.

In his nearly 10 years of 
activism, he focused most of 
his attention on the least 
represented and most in 
need population, the gay 
kids who have been kicked 
out or ran away from their 
families. 

Currently, he is curating 
an art exhibit that displays 
works from HIV positive 
and homeless LGBT youth 
from both China and the 
U.S. 

Damien Lu Ph.D.
TRANSLATOR FOR MR. ZIYANG 
AND BOARD MEMBER, AIBAI 
CULTURAL AND EDUCATION 
CENTER 

Damien started to work 
with Asian LGBT 
communities in the 1990’s 
and hosted one of the first 
Internet based forums for 
gay Asian people from 
around the world. In 1998, he 
joined the newly founded 
Aibai website which 
provides vital information to 
Chinese speaking LGBT 
people worldwide. He has 
been the writer of an LGBT 
Advice Column for Aibai for 
the past 13 years.

Since 2004, he has 
lectured at various Chinese 
universities, government 
agencies and NGOs. He has 
also provided technical 
training to many Chinese 
NGOs. In 2008, he worked 
with the Los Angeles Gay 
and Lesbian Center and 
established the Leadership 
Training Program which has 
since graduated 20 activists 
from various Chinese LGBT 
organizations.

He is the Founder and 
President of Information 
Clearinghouse for Chinese 
Gays and Lesbians (ICCGL), 
a Californian registered non-
profit established to support 
LGBT movements in China, 
and is currently a board 
member for Aibai Culture & 
Education Center.

Cynthia Rothschild
INDEPENDENT ACTIVIST & 
CONSULTANT IN GENDER, 
SEXUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS; 
ADVISOR TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
ADVOCACY PROGRAM AT COC 
NETHERLANDS

Cynthia Rothschild is 
a feminist sexual rights, 
women’s rights and human 
rights activist with more 
than 20 years’ experience in 
those areas. She’s currently 
consulting in fields related 
to the United Nations, sexual 
rights, women human rights 
defenders, and LGBT issues. 
She’s the author of Written 
Out: How Sexuality Is 
Used to Attack Women’s 
Organizing and the 
co-author of Strengthening 
Resistance: Confronting 
Violence Against Women 
and HIV/AIDS and Amnesty 
International’s Crimes of 
Hate, Conspiracy of Silence: 
Torture and Ill-Treatment 
Based on Sexual Identity. 
She has been a consultant 
to the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, and to UN Women/ 
United Nations Development 
Fund for Women (formerly 
UNIFEM). She’s on the 
Board of the Astraea 
Lesbian Foundation for 
Justice and is a member of 
the Women Human Rights 
Defender International 
Coalition. Cynthia has a 
Master’s Degree in Public 
Health and in International 
Affairs from Columbia 
University. 

Sonia Corrêa
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, ABIA; CO-
CHAIR, SEXUALITY POLICY WATCH

Sonia Corrêa is Brazilian. 
She has a degree in 
Architecture and a post-
grade in Anthropology. 
Since the late 1970´s she 
has been involved in 
research and advocacy 
activities related to gender 
equality, health and 
sexuality. She is the founder 
of SOS-Corpo-Instituto 
Feminista para Democracia 
and the Commission of 
Citizenship and 
Reproduction in Brazil.

Between 1992 and 2009 
she was the research 
coordinator for sexual and 
reproductive health and 
rights at DAWN — 
Development Alternatives 
with Women for a new Era 
— a Southern Hemisphere 
feminist network.

She is currently a 
research associate at the 
Brazilian Interdisciplinary 
Association for AIDS, in Rio 
de Janeiro where, since 
2002, with Richard Parker, 
she co-chairs Sexuality 
Policy Watch (SPW), a 
global forum comprised of 
researchers and activists 
engaged in the analyses of 
global trends in sexuality 
related policy and politics. 



CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD CORE VALUES
• Respect and Support for People • Responsiveness to the Public  

• Idealism, Creativity and Innovation • Quality of Residential Life  

• Promote Economic Development • Public Safety • Responsibility for the Environment

HUMAN RIGHTS SPEAKERS SERIES MISSION STATEMENT
The Human Rights Speakers Series is designed as a continuation of the City of West Hollywood’s commitment to human rights. 
The Series serves as a way to educate the community and bring diverse groups together for a common cultural experience. 

CO-SPONSORING GROUPS

• The Program on Global Health and Human Rights, Institute for Global Health, University of Southern California
• Southwestern Law School • LTU Australia • The Williams Institute

 • The Health and Human Rights Law Project, University of California, Los Angeles, School of Law 
• The Burkle Center for International Relations, University of California, Los Angeles

• The Young Fund Initiative, Occidental College
 • Institute for Global Health, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California

•  The School of Law, University of California, Irvine

THE WEST HOLLYWOOD CITY COUNCIL

MAYOR  John D’Amico
MAYOR PRO TEMPORE  John Heilman

COUNCILMEMBER  John J. Duran
COUNCILMEMBER  Abbe Land

COUNCILMEMBER  Jeffrey Prang 

S P EC I A L  T H A N KS 
Special Thanks to all West Hollywood City Staff,  

Co-Sponsoring Organizations, 
and Volunteers who made this program possible.  

If you would like to volunteer for a future Human Rights Speakers Series event  
or to learn more about the West Hollywood Human Rights Speakers Series,  

please contact the office of Councilmember John Heilman at  
323-848-6460 or email wehohrspeakerseries@gmail.com

“The ongoing struggle for human rights is not centrally located in any one location but rather is a global fight 
faced by a community of activists around the world.  The recent challenges and threats to LGBT rights 

has brought into focus the day-to-day hardships faced by many activists and emphasized the need 

to recommit ourselves to not only the daily struggle for human rights locally but also globally.”   

— John Heilman


