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West Hollywood
Celebrates Birth
as a City Today

By JAMES RAINEY, Times Staff Writer

With the filing of three simple
documents this afternoon, West
Hollywood will become the Bdth
city in Los Angeles County, nearly
30 years after residents first at-
tempted to form their own govern-
ment in the 1.9-square-mile island
of unincorporated county territory,

A map of the city, certified
results from the Nov, 6 election and
a county Board of Supervisors
resolution confirming formation of
the new city will be presented to
the county recorder.

A few hours later, at 7 p.m. in
Plummer Park's Fiesta Hall, the
first City Council will be sworn in
to govern a city of 35,000 that is a
unigue amalgam of renters, senior
citizens, gays and Russian immi-
grants,

Helen Albert, John Heilman,
Stephen Schulte, Valerie Terrigno
and Alan Viterbi will make up the
first council. One of the three gay
aclivists—Heilman, Schulte or
Terrigno—is expected to be elected
mayor.

Rent Rollback

The council is expected to roll
rents back to the Aug. 6 level and
to freeze rents for up to six months.

Aug. 6 was the day before the
Board of Supervisors put eityhood
on the ballot, and council members
have said that a spate of rent
increases followed from landlords
fearful that the city would impose a
tough rent control law,

The rollback will apply to rents
due Dee. 1 and afterward. No
increases will be allowed until the

city has adopled a permanent rent
control law. The council is expected
to stop evictions for the same
period.

As many as 2,000 of West Holly-
wood's 19,000 apartments might be
subject to rent reductions as a
result of the rollback, according to
Sol Genuth, a spokesman for the
Apartment Assn. of Grealer Los
Angeles.

Apartment owners will not at-
tempt to challenge the roliback in
court, Genuth said, "Unfortunately,
the courts have upheld certain
types of rollbacks,” he said. "It is
doubtful that we can get any type
of legal relief.”

‘Greedy Landlord Facade'

Genuth said the rollback is being
justified by a few isolated cases of
dramatic rent increases. He said
rent control proponents “have
maintained this facade of the
greedy landlord” to get what they
want.

The council said it also plans to
enact a 45-day freeze on issuance
of building permits to give the city
time to set up a planning depart-
ment, The freeze might be extend-
ed for four months,

“We wantl a ljttle tighter control
on building right now,” Terrigno
said, *'We need time to set up a
controlled plan for growth, espe-
cially with the traffic and parking
problems thal we have, We want to
maintain the quality of our neigh-
barhoods,"”

In effect, major construction was
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frozen Lhis summer when the
county Regional Planning De-
partment stopped taking applica-
tions for large construction proj-
ects, according lo principal planner
Sorin Alexanian. Zone changes,
variances and conditional use per-
mits were stopped four months
before the cityhood election to give
the new city a chance to set its own
planning guidelines, Alexanian
said.

It has not been determined
whether the city will open a plan-
ning office or contract with the
county for that service. "We are
not that happy with the county
planning staff,” Viterbi said, “It is
unlikely that we will be hiring
them to do the job."

The council is expected to hire
the city's first staff members: City
Manager E. Frederick Bien and
City Atty. Michael Jenkins.

Bien, 62, is a veteran city admin-
istrator who helped launch the
county’s two newest cities, West-
lake Village and Agoura Hills.
Jenkins, 31, works for the Los
Angeles firm of Richards, Watson,
Dreyfuss & Gershon. He sérves as
city attorney in Avalon, La Habra

Heights, Rolling Hills and West-
lake Village.

Both began work last week, with
Jenkins writing the rent and build-
ing freeze ordinances and Bien
searching for office space for the
city.

They will work closely with
Albert, a T3-year-old former
teacher; Heilman, 27, a lawyer;
Schulte, 38, a social service admin-
istrator and one-lime aspirant for
Los Angeles City Council; Terrig-
no, 31, former director of a social
service agency, and Viterbi, a 22-
year-old transportation planner.

Terrigno and Viterbi, top vote
gelters in the election, will serve
four-year terms. The rest of the
council will be up for reelection in
17 months, in April, 1986.

The Board of Supervisors voted
Tuesday to continue all county
services to the city, including po-
lice, parks and recreation and road
maintenance. Those services will
be provided without cost to the city
through June 30, the end of the
fiscal year.

County ardinances will be con-
tinued for 120 days while the City
Council decides which it wants to
keep and which it wants to rewrite
or abandon. X




