
West Hollywood Women’s Leadership Conference 2014 
Knowledge – Power - Community 

 

 

Advancing Women Now: Harnessing the Power of Diversity and Inclusion    

Facilitator: Sahar Andrade, MB. BCh. Diversity, Global Leadership & Culture Competence Speaker/Consultant  

@SaharConsulting  

Farha Haq, Senior Compliance Officer, United States Department of Labor, Office of Federal Contract 

Compliance Programs @USDOL 

Evelin Martinez, District Manager, Wells Fargo Bank 

Camille Y. Townsend, Attorney and Deputy County Counsel, Los Angeles County's Office of the County Counsel, 

Labor & Employment Division 

James E. Wright, Society For Human Resource Management (SHRM), Diversity & Inclusion Strategist 

@jamesewright 

 

Women & Entrepreneurship         

Moderator: Denise Walker, Creative Strategist & Founder, Digital Media Wave @DeniseWalkerLA 

Jennifer A. Grady, Esq., Founder, The Grady Firm, P.C., Women Entrepreneurs Club, and Ignite Startup School 

@AmericanDrmAtty 

Anna Islamova, Founder, www.moreboats.com  

Lou Lomibao, Director of Marketing & Strategy, SnapKnot.com  

Pilar Stella, Managing Partner and Co-Founder, Alchemy P4 @AlchemyP4 

Ruth Yakubu, CEO & Founder, PoshBeauty.com 

 

How to Get Appointed to a Board or Commission     

Facilitator: Yvonne Quarker, West Hollywood City Clerk 

David Mason Eichman, West Hollywood Transportation Commission 

Barbara Meltzer, West Hollywood Human Services Commission 

A. Lee Walkup, West Hollywood Senior Advisory Board 

 

Keynote Speakers: 

Patt Morrison, LA Times Writer, Columnist and Pulitzer Prize Winner @Patt_Morrison 

Charmaine Jefferson, Executive Director of the California African American Museum and California Arts Council 

Member @CAAMinLA 

Jane Espenson, Writer and Producer, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Once Upon a Time, Husbands! @JaneEspenson 

Brad Bell, Writer, Actor, and Producer of Husbands! @gocheeksgo 

 

Moderated by West Hollywood Mayor Abbe Land 

 

 

Beating the Pay Gap – Pay Equity, Negotiation and Building Your Future       

   Facilitators:  American Association of University Women Representatives 

   Janice Cook, Financial Literacy Chair, American Association of University Women (AAUW-CA  

   Amy L. Harbin, City Planner, Baldwin Park, (AICP) 

 

Baby Boomers & Beyond – The Next Chapter      

    Moderator: Val Zavala, KCET-TV Vice President of News and Public Affairs and "SoCal Connected" anchor   

@ValZavala 

   Dr. Connie Corley, MSW, MA, Ph.D., Producer/Host “Experience Talks” on KPFK-FM 

   Andrea Gallagher, President of Senior Concerns @MysticalPower 

   Emily Aiken, Founder of @TheStoryStudio 

   Darryle Pollack, Co-founder of WHOA! Network, (Women Honoring Our Age) @DarryleP 
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West Hollywood Women’s Leadership Conference 2014 
Knowledge – Power - Community 

Women In Technology – The Future is Her(e)     (Exhibit Hub) 

Moderator: Samara Bay, Content Creator & Host @samarabay 

     Patricia Dao, Founder, VoxBloc.com and Managing Director, Girls in Tech Los Angeles @PattyDao 

     Hannah Howard, Founder, Tech Girl Wonder @techgirlwonder 

     Shirin Laor-Raz Salemnia, Founder and CEO of PlayWerks, Inc and WhizGirls Academy @ShirinSalemnia 

     Ali Shadle, Front-End Web Developer & UX Graphic Designer @AliShadle 

Yael Swerdlow, Co-Founder & CEO at F.8 Interactive Video Game Company and Snapcious LLC., 

@YaelSwerdlow 

 

Take Action! Anti-Human Trafficking Training Workshop    WHEST – Library 1st Level) 

      Maya Paley, Director of Legislative and Community Engagement, National Council of Jewish Women/LA 

@NoMoreTipToes 

 Jerilyn Stapleton, Chair, Advocacy Legislative Action Subcommittee, National Council of Jewish Women/LA 

 

 

What’s in Your Career Toolkit?   Skills, Strategies and Tips for Advancing Your Career Success ( 

Moderator: Reena De Asis, Director of West Coast Operations, Dress For Success – World Wide – West 

@GivingCore 

Monica Bouldin, General Manager at Hill+Knowlton Strategies @MonicaB103 

Suzanne Elliott, Nonprofit and CSR Consultant 

Monique L. Jones, VP Finance / Controller, Sidney Kimmel Entertainment 

 

Building Your Community: The Intersection of Technology & Social Action   

Moderator: Lindsey P Horvath, Vice President of Communication, NationBuilder.com @LindseyPHorvath  

Arianne Garcia, Board member, Honorpac 

Laura McGinnis, Communications Director, The Trevor Project @dcvirago 

Kara Scharwath, Storytelling Director, NationBuilder.com 

Heidi Shink, Political Advocate/Author @HeidiShink 

 

How to Get Appointed to a Board or Commission      

Facilitator: Yvonne Quarker, West Hollywood, City Clerk 

Karina Samala, Chair, West Hollywood Transgender Advisory Board 

Dr. Molly Casey, DC, Vice Chair, West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board 

Laura J. Wise M.A., West Hollywood Lesbian and Gay Advisory Board 

 

Organizing, Planning and Getting Things Done!      

Facilitator: Alaia Williams, One Organized Business @AlaiaWilliams 

 

Start-Up Prototyping Workshop       

    Facilitator: Denise Walker, Creative Strategist & Founder, Digital Media Wave @Denisegrayson 
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