CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

MINUTES
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2017

WEST HOLLYWOOD CITY HALL - COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM

8300 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD, WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA
CALL TO ORDER at 6:30 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Manny Rodriguez
ROLL CALL
Commissioners Present: Laflen, Norton, Oliver, Sol, Waack, Williams
Commissioners Absent: Berger
Others present: Lieutenant Ed Ramirez, Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department; Sergeant Jon Klaus, Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department;
Battalion Chief Larry Tucker, Los Angeles County Fire Department; David Aguilar,
Block by Block; Kristin Cook, Public Safety Director; Rob Winrader, Public Safety
Administrative Analyst

ADJOURNMENT REQUESTS

Commissioner Norton requested that the meeting be adjourned in the memory of
those who lost their lives during the tragedy in Las Vegas.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

ACTION: Motion by Commissioner Waack to approve the October 9, 2017 agenda,
seconded by Commissioner Norton, and approved.

POSTING OF THE AGENDA

The agenda for the October 9, 2017 Public Safety Commission meeting was
posted at City Hall, Plummer Park, the West Hollywood Sheriff's Station, and the
West Hollywood Library.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

ACTION: Motion by Commissioner Norton to approve the September 11, 2017
minutes, seconded by Commissioner Sol, and approved.



10.

SWEARING IN OF NEW COMMISSIONER (AMANDA LAFLEN)

Melissa Crowder, Assistant City Clerk, administered the oath of office to new
Commissioner Amanda Laflen.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Patricia Kudish, City of West Hollywood, expressed a concern with an individual
who perpetually frequents the library and returns bed-bug infested material to the
West Hollywood Library.

Michael Wojtkielewicz, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding safety issues at
Sierra Bonita.

Geoff Thomas, City of West Holiywood, spoke regarding an incident at his property
and expressed concern with the Sheriffs Department’s response.

Donny Cacy, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding homeless issues and the
need for public education.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND LIAISON REPORTS

Commissioner Norton welcomed Commissioner Laflen to the Public Safety
Commission. She also reported that at the recent meeting of the Senior Advisory
Board, there was a presentation by LA County staff about a program instituted by
the County which provides phone/text/email notifications to residents about a
variety of events/problems/issues such as fires, flooding, earthquakes, crimes, etc.
Commissioner Norton suggested that since most of the topics covered fall within
the area of public safety, the Public Safety Commission should receive a similar
presentation about this program so as to be aware of it and able to inform the
community about it.

Commissioner Oliver welcomed Commissioner Laflen to the Public Safety
Commission. .

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
10A. REPORT FROM FIRE DEPARTMENT — MONTHLY REPORT

Battalion Chief Larry Tucker reviewed the Fire Department statistics for
September 2017, including suppression, rescue, and fire prevention
activities. Chief Tucker spoke regarding the various wildfires currently active
in California and said that the County of Los Angeles is under a red flag
warning.



10B.

Michael Wojtkielewicz, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding safety
issues at Sierra Bonita and the impact from false alarms.

REPORT FROM SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT — MONTHLY REPORT

Sergeant Klaus welcomed Commissioner Laflen who has offered Mel's Diner
as a future location for the Coffee with the Cops program.

Sergeant Klaus reviewed the Sheriff's Department's statistics for September
2017, including crimes, 2,025 calls for service, 42 felony arrests, and 97
misdemeanor arrests.

Sergeant Klaus spoke regarding the recent vehicle burglaries and
encouraged all not to leave items in plain view.

Sergeant Klaus stated that there were 2 DUl arrests and 0 DUI traffic
collisions in the month of September. Sergeant Klaus stated that there were
2 vehicle vs. pedestrian accidents and 3 vehicle vs. bicyclist accidents in the
month of September. Sergeant Klaus reviewed the pickpocket incidents.

Commissioner Sol asked that EP/LP be taken off of the pickpocket list since
they have had zero incidents to date. Commissioner Sol requested more
DUI enforcement and check points.

Commissioner Oliver spoke regarding his safety concerns with the upcoming
Halloween street festival. He strongly encouraged the Sheriff's Department'’s
Emergency Operations Bureau too utilize FBI Special Events resources to
help protect the large crowd.

Commissioner Williams asked staff to give a brief overview of Halloween.
Staff gave a brief overview of safety preparations for Halloween.
Commissioner Waack spoke regarding the improved Halloween footprint
and asked if the Health Department will be deployed to address illegal
hotdog carts.

Staff said that the improved footprint will be continued and that the City is
currently negotiating with the Health Department to have officers deployed,
but that it is difficult for them to staff it this year.

Commissioner Waack spoke regarding a person found deceased in a
parking lot.

Sergeant Klaus said that the Homicide Bureau is investigating the incident.



10C.

10D.

Commissioner Sol spoke regarding the Great Shake Out earthquake drill.

Staff stated that the Great Shake Out will be held on October 19" at 10:19
AM.

Commissioner Williams asked for more enforcement regarding people
jaywalking at the site of the old Ogden crosswalk. Commissioner Williams
spoke regarding crimes of opportunity and asked for WeHoville and others to
remind people to not leave items in plain view in their vehicles.

Michael Wojtkielewicz, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding Sheriff's
customer service.

REPORT FROM BLOCK BY BLOCK SECURITY AMBASSADORS -
MONTHLY REPORT

David Aguilar, Block by Block, gave an update on monthly activities in
September 2017, including pedestrian assistance, crosswalk assistance,
homeless issues, and disturbances.

Michael Wojtkielewicz, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding Block by
Block Security Ambassadors and 1207 Detroit and asked for more attention
from the team.

Commissioner Sol asked if Block by Block has finished hiring to fill out the
team.

Mr. Aguilar said that they have been fully staffed since July.
RIDESHARE CONCERNS AND PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES

Staff spoke regarding concerns expressed in the past regarding jaywalking
and blocking traffic.

Commissioner Sol spoke regarding drivers blocking traffic and the need for
safe areas to drop passengers.

Staff spoke regarding an upcoming pilot program for drop zones.

Commissioner Williams expressed a concern for those unable to walk to a
drop/ pickup zone in lieu of having to walk a few blocks to a safe zone.

Staff said that there is no desire to over complicate the issue and that areas
that already have safe places for drivers to pull over will not be impacted.



11.

12.

10E.

10F.

Commissioner Waack spoke regarding areas like Crescent Heights where
drivers stop in a lane of traffic and asked for more enforcement.

Commissioner Sol thanked the Deputies for being out at night and
monitoring everyone’s safety.

Karen O’'Keefe, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding safety issues with
rideshare drivers who block bike lanes and asked for more enforcement.

UPDATE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION WORK PLAN

Commissioner Williams recommended that the Public Safety Commission
provide input on updating the work plan that was developed in 2016 and
email comments to staff since Commissioner Berger was not in attendance.

Michael Wojtkielewicz, City of West Hollywood, spoke regarding the
Commission's work plan and suggested that other Boards and Commissions
be given an opportunity to educate the Public Safety Commission.

APPOINT TWO (2) MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE JOINT WOMEN’S
ADVISORY BOARD (WAB) / PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION (PSC)
SUBCOMMITTEE

ACTION: Motion by Commissioner Norton to appoint Commissioners Laflen
and Williams to serve on the Joint Women’s Advisory Beard (WAB)/Public
Safety Commission (PSC), seconded by Commissioner Oliver, and
approved.

NEW BUSINESS

11A. APPOINT TWO (2) MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE JOINT AD HOC

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE SAFETY SUB-COMMITTEE

ACTION: Motion by Commissioner Norton to appoint Commissioners Oliver
and Waack to serve on the Joint Ad Hoc Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety
Subcommittee, seconded by Commissioner Sol, and approved.

ITEMS FROM STAFF

Staff reminded all about Coffee with the Cops on October 25" at 8 AM at Astro
Burger.

Commissioner Wiliams reminded all about the mandatory Commission and
Advisory Board Congress on October 30"

Staff spoke regarding the Don't Drink and Drive campaign.



13.

14,

Commissioners agreed to host the Don't Drink and Drive event on the same
evening as the December Commission meeting and asked staff to check with
Communications to determine the best time.

Commissioner Sol suggested partnering with the WeHo Trolley for the Don't Drink
and Drive event.

Commissioner Williams asked if the “crash car” will be utilized again.

Staff said that the Sheriff's Department will contact the tow yard to determine if it is
possible.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Karen O’Keefe, resident of West Hollywood, spoke in support of the pedestrian and
bicycle safety sub-committee.

Mike Strategos, 7-11, thanked the Block by Block Security Ambassadors, the
Sheriff's Department, and the Fire Department for their service.

Innis Brunner, resident of West Hollywood, thanked the Block by Block Security
Ambassadors for their service.

ITEMS FROM THE COMMISSION/COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Norton spoke regarding the Disabilities Health Fair and encouraged
all to get a flu shot.

Commissioner Oliver asked staff to follow-up on the policy for banning an individual
from the public library following repeated complaints by library staff, specifically with
regard to bed bugs. Commissioner Oliver expressed concern for other park
patrons who might incur thousands of dollars in expenses by acquiring a bed bug
infestation at the library. Commissioner Oliver thanked the public for their
attendance and participation. Commissioner Oliver spoke regarding gun violence
and his opposition to weapons of war on American streets ,and encouraged people
to get involved with organizations that advocate gun control.

Commissioner Williams asked if the Sheriff's Department could host another gun
buy back program.

Sergeant Klaus said that he would check into it.
Commissioner Sol welcomed Commissioner Laflen to the Public Safety

Commission. Commissioner Sol spoke regarding upcoming events including AIDS
Walk, the Great Shake Out, and an event showcasing non-profits at Plummer Park.



Commissioner Waack welcomed Commissioner Laflen to the Public Safety
Commission.

Commissioner Williams thanked Donny Cacy for attending the meeting.
Commissioner Willlams spoke regarding the upcoming Transgender Job Fair on
November 9" at 10 am.

15. ADJOURNMENT

The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 7:57 PM in the memory of those who
lost their lives at the shooting in Las Vegas. The next meeting is scheduled for
Monday, November 13, 2017 at 6:30 PM at West Hollywood City Hall Community
Room located at 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard.

(A fge

Public Safety Commission Chair Staff Liaison

A copy of the audio recording of this meeting can be obtained from the City Clerk’s
office upon request.

(Disclaimer: Staff records the meetings for the sole purpose of composing the
official meeting minutes; therefore the recordings are not of commercial quality.)



