
Design

Construction ImpactsProcess Improvements

Adjacency Concerns
VARIETY:      Desire to see greater variation in 
project designs, colors, materials, and roof shapes.

SCALE, MASS, AND PROPORTION:      Top-heavy 
and boxy houses are out-of-proportion. Limit the 
size of basements and include in FAR calculation

DRIVEWAYS:      Carports and oversized driveways 
can disturb facade proportions.

DETAILS:      A greater level of architectural 
detailing is often desirable. Windows with recessing 
are preferred. 

MATERIALS:      Cheap materials should be 
avoided and quality materials should be better 
defined. Wood on exterior should be of high quality 
to improve longevity. 

WINDOWS:      Overly large windows [at sides] 
can create privacy problems.

SETBACKS:      Expand setback requirements at 
rear and side yards. Limit pools and mechanical 
equipment in setback areas.

LIGHTING:      All lighting (especially LED lighting)
exposed to neighbors should be shielded. Wattage 
for lights should be reduced; soft, warm lighting 
preferred.

BALCONIES:      Limit the size of balconies and 
ensure screening is adequate. 

FENCING/HEDGES:     Yards and pools should 
be fenced in. Hedges add privacy but sometimes 
encroach on sidewalks; height should be limited. 

NOISE:     Noise from mechanical equipment, 
air conditioning units, and pool motors can be a 
problem.

HOURS:     Limit daily construction time and 
include limit worker on-site to those hours

COORDINATION:      Multiple projects under 
construction at once in one block is disruptive 

COMMUNICATION:      Communicate 
construction regulations with Sheriff ’s Department 
and Code Enforcement

PARKING:      Construction vehicle parking is a 
problem.

GROUNDWATER:      New basements can cause 
concern about groundwater impacts.

COMMUNICATION:      Improve notification and 
communication protocols. Improve visibility of 
postings and include size of proposed project.

ENFORCEMENT:      Improve enforcement of 
design rules.  Management of the guidelines should 
be improved. Planning staff should conduct site 
visits. 

INPUT:      Neighbors  should be able to consider 
designs sooner in the application process.

AMENDMENTS:      Project designs change after 
initial approval and some do not meet the intent of 
the guidelines.
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What We’ve Heard
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Community concerns in the West Hollywood West neighborhood fall into four major 
categories (below). Though not an exhaustive list, some examples of concerns are listed 
below in each category.


