Fact Sheet | Pedestrian, Bicycling, and Driving Safety in the
City of West Hollywood

The constant movement of drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians in close proximity is an ongoing challenge
not only in the City of West Hollywood but in cities throughout the state and across the nation.

Public safety is the City of West Hollywood’s number-one priority. The City of West Hollywood is
continuously exploring a mix of measures to address safety.

West Hollywood has a population of approximately 35,000 residents. As a thriving tourism and business
center, it also comprises one of the densest zones of the metropolitan region with thousands of pass-
through vehicles on its main corridors each day.

During the past five years, the City of West Hollywood has implemented a variety of improvements as
part of comprehensive plan with three unique areas to improve pedestrian safety: Engineering,
Enforcement, and Education.

Specific Engineering improvements include:

e Several new signalized pedestrian crosswalks along Santa Monica Boulevard and solar-powered
radar speed indicator signs along major corridors in order to remind drivers to drive within the
speed limit;

e Five new high-visibility striped crosswalks along Fountain Avenue, which feature flashing yellow
warning lights in the crosswalk that are activated by pedestrians and small refuge islands in the
center of the road to reduce the exposure of pedestrians crossing and to increase motorist
awareness of pedestrians crossing;

e A nighttime all-pedestrian phase interval intersection to improve pedestrian flow and safeguard
safety at Robertson and Santa Monica Boulevard during high-pedestrian evenings/nights; and

e |Installation of flashing yellow warning lights at 15 additional crosswalk locations in the near
future on various major streets.

The City’s Parking Services Division has renewed efforts to step-up anti-gridlock measures. Contracted
Parking Enforcement personnel monitor major intersections during commute hours and issue citations
to drivers that block intersections or crosswalk areas to help ease bottlenecks at intersections during
rush-hour traffic and to increase pedestrian and bicyclist safety.
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To encourage safety among drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians, Deputies from the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station regularly issue citations for handheld phone calls, texting while driving, throwing waste
out of moving vehicles, driving without headlights, illegal turns, not stopping for pedestrians in the
crosswalk, and jaywalking, among other infractions.

To respond to a significant uptick in the use of ride share services to/from entertainment destinations
(for example, The Abbey was recognized with a “Lyftie” award for being the “Most Visited Bar” in the
Lyft ride share service’s list of destinations) the City of West Hollywood has established dedicated ride-
share zones throughout the City called The Drop to aid in safe traffic flow and increase pedestrian and
bicyclist safety.

The City of West Hollywood diligently encourages safety and responsibility regarding nightlife and
alcohol consumption and regularly promotes Don’t Drink and Drive messaging.

Its Public Safety Department and Public Safety Commission work closely with the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station and community partners to remind patrons not to choose a designated driver, a ride
share service, or a local taxi company.

The City’s Code Compliance Division works with community partners to offer training to bartenders
about responsible serving. The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department’s Traffic Services Detail
regularly conducts DUI (Driving Under the Influence) Checkpoints in West Hollywood.

The City of West Hollywood provides three free City of West Hollywood weekend transportation options
with routes on Santa Monica Boulevard and along the Sunset Strip aimed at helping people get to and
from nighttime destinations without driving: The PickUp (www.wehopickup.com); The Sunset Trip
(www.wehosunsettrip.com); and Cityline (www.weho.org/cityline).

To raise awareness in social media about distracted driving and pedestrian safety, the City of West
Hollywood produced Alice in WeHoLand, which is a humorous West Hollywood-themed parody of Taylor
Swift’s hit song Shake It Off conceived by YouTube sensation Todrick Hall. The public service
announcement has received nearly two-million views and is posted on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/40CPSYRfT60.

To raise awareness in the community at large about distracted driving and pedestrian safety, the City of
West Hollywood the launched a public service campaign in 2019 called Drive Mindfully, which reminds
community members to embrace a mindful approach to driving. The campaign’s essential message:
“When we Drive Mindfully, we all do our part to help encourage safety in the community whether we’re
driving, bicycling, or walking.” More information is available at www.weho.org/drivemindfully.
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Average Daily Vehicular Traffic
For Three Major Corridors in the City of West Hollywood

Thursday Low Thursday High Saturday Low Saturday High
By Corridor (Street Name)
Melrose Avenue 15,952 26,825 15,080 22,032
Santa Monica Boulevard 33,564 44,812 27,629 38,990
Sunset Boulevard 35,106 51,029 33,948 49,031

(These are 24-hour volumes. Thursday figures represent weekdays; Saturday figures represent weekends.)

Average Daily Pedestrian Counts
For Six Major Intersections in the City of West Hollywood

Thursday Saturday
Total Total

Intersection
Santa Monica/San Vicente 6,585 6,587
Santa Monica/Fairfax 7,062 8,267
Santa Monica/La Brea 5,163 7,779
Sunset/San Vicente 4,138 6,306
Sunset/Sunset Plaza 3,785 4,982
Sunset/La Cienega 2,900 2,964

(These are 24-hour volumes. Thursday figures represent weekdays; Saturday figures represent weekends.)
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