
INDIAN  
CITIZENSHIP ACT 
SIGNED
Native people win  
the right to full citizenship 

Also known as the Snyder Act, President Coolidge 
and Congress didn’t enact the law out of their own 
benevolence — many saw it as a way to separate 
Native nations and force assimilation. 

Native people were still prevented from voting with 
poll taxes, literacy tests, and intimidation — the same 
tactics used against African American voters.
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THE IMMIGRATION 
& NATIONALITY ACT 
BECOMES LAW
AKA the McCarran-Walter Act

All people of Asian ancestry  
granted the right to become  
U.S. citizens 
In the early 1900s Chinese immigrants 
could not become naturalized citizens.  
First-generation immigrants still advocated for 
suffrage including Dr. S. K. Chan, president  
of the Chinese American Equal Suffrage Society 
in Portland, Oregon and Mabel Ping-Hua Lee 
who rode at the head of the New York suffrage 
parade in 1912 and was a member of the  
Women’s Political Equality Union. 

UNIFY 
by Amy Smith
Commissioned by the Los Angeles County Department 
of Arts and Culture in collaboration with the Los Angeles 
County Women and Girls Initiative to commemorate  
the centennial of the ratification of the 19th Amendment, 
granting women the right to vote. 

For more information,  
visit lacountyarts.org

THE CITY OF  
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PRESENTS 
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THE 19TH  
AMENDMENT  
BECOMES LAW 

AUGUST 26 
WOMEN  
GRANTED  
THE RIGHT  
TO VOTE

After ratification, Black women voted and held 
political offices. However, many states passed 
laws discriminating against African Americans  
and limited their freedoms. 

Black women continued to fight 
for their rights.

Originally written by Susan B. Anthony  
and introduced in Congress in 1878,  
the Federal Woman Suffrage Amendment 
is passed by both the Senate and  
the House of Representatives and  
is then sent to the states for ratification.

THE 19TH  
AMENDMENT  
PASSED BY CONGRESS

CONGRESS PASSES  
THE JOHNSON-REED  
IMMIGRATION ACT  
Further restricting Chinese immigration  
and expanded those restrictions to all  
the countries of Asia

Some American-born Chinese women were  
able to exercise the right to vote (especially  
in California), but their numbers were small and  
remained so until immigration policy changes  
after World War II, when China fought as an ally  
with the United States.

The right of citizens of the  
United States to vote shall  
not be denied or abridged  
by the United States or by  
any State on account of sex.
Congress shall have power  
to enforce this article by  
appropriate legislation.

The Voting Rights Act banned literacy tests  
as a requirement for voting, mandated federal 
oversight of voter registration in areas where  
tests had previously been used, and gave the  
U.S. Attorney General the duty of challenging  
the use of poll taxes for state and local elections.

THE  
VOTING RIGHTS  
ACT OF 1965 
BECOMES LAW  

THE 
TURNING 
POINT  
IN THE 
CIVIL  
RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT

On February 18,  
white segregationists attacked a 
group of peaceful demonstrators 
in Marion, Alabama 
A state trooper fatally shoots Jimmie Lee Jackson,  
a young African American demonstrator 

In response to Jimmie Lee Jackson’s death,  
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Council planned a massive 
protest march from Selma to the state capitol  
of Montgomery.

Signed on August 6 by President  
Lyndon B. Johnson, the Voting Rights  
Act guaranteed the right to vote  
(first awarded by the 15th Amendment)  
to African Americans.

On Sunday, March 7, 
a day that would come to be 
known as “Bloody Sunday” 
a group of 600 people, including activists  
John Lewis and Hosea Williams, set out  
from Selma. 

As the nation watched the brutalization  
and terrorization of American citizens,  
President Johnson and Congress were forced  
to initiate effective and meaningful voting rights  
legislation for African Americans in the U.S.

PRESIDENT 
WILSON  
SUPPORTS 
WOMEN'S 
SUFFRAGE

In January, after much  
bad press about the  
treatment of Alice Paul and 
the imprisoned women,  
Woodrow Wilson states  
women’s suffrage was  
urgently needed as  
a “war measure”

Indigenous suffragist Gertrude Simmons Bonnin 
(Zitkala-Sa), a citizen of the Yankton Sioux Tribe,  
reminded white women the fight was far from  
over. “The Indian woman rejoices with you,”  
she proclaimed but she urged them to remember 
their Native sisters, many of whom lacked the right 
to vote and were not United States citizens.

Native Americans were only able  
to win the right to vote by fighting  
for it state by state. The last state  
to fully guarantee voting rights for  
Native people was Utah in 1962. 




