
CITY CLERK’S RECORD OF MEETING 
 
City Council Pride Subcommittee 
March 24, 2021 
 
Present: Councilmember D’Amico, Councilmember Shyne, Assistant City Manager David Wilson, 
Community and Legislative Affairs Manager John Leonard, Director of Public Safety Kristin Cook, 
Event Services Manager Cleo Smith, Event Services Supervisor Megan Reath, Event Services 
Coordinator Kerry McCormack, Senior Management Analyst Christine Safriet, Acting City Clerk 
Melissa Crowder, and Administrative Specialist IV Alyssa Poblador. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Public Comment 
 

o Paul Nicholls: 
o Offered his services as Director of Promotions at Rocco’s 
o Encouraged the businesses to take on some of the expenses  
o Suggested expanding onto a portion of Santa Monice Blvd. to ensure social 

distancing   
 
NEW BUSINESS - DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL PRIDE ACTIVITIES FOR JUNE 2021 
 
Event Services Supervisor Megan Reath provided background information on Pride 2021 
including the Request for Proposals and visioning for Pride 2022.  She noted that Pride 2021 has 
been discussed with our local businesses as directed by the City Council in December.  
CEO/President of the West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Genevieve Morrill, JJLA Jeff 
Consoletti, and JJLA Abby Borden presented their proposal. 
 

o Virtual Pride 
o Involve One City One Pride program with WeHoArts   
o Digital hubs all in one place for businesses, City efforts, and Pride programming   
o Film local performances and live stream 

 
Abby Borden of JJLA covered the Project Timeline and milestones.  Ms. Morrill reviewed the three 
budget scenarios.  West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Board Chair Nick Rimedio spoke 
regarding the possibility of Pride being more than one day or weekend, the digital platform, the 
community interest in celebrating Pride 2021, and visioning for Pride 2022. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Paul Nicholls:   

o Spoke regarding conversations in the community regarding Pride 
o Past challenges with LA Pride, local businesses, and local community groups 

 



THESE INFORMATIONAL NOTES ARE PREPARED BY THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE AND ARE NOT 
APPROVED BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE. 
 

 
Larry Block:   

o Supports a digital Pride 
o Chamber’s outreach to businesses 
o Closure of Santa Monica Blvd. 
o Spoke regarding the success of Pride 2019 

 
Ms. Morrill responded to Mr. Block’s comments.   
 
Councilmember D’Amico commented on the scope of an in-person Pride and that he believes it 
will develop itself over the short-term as our public health tiers change.  He noted that it’s an 
optimal time to have a virtual Pride throughout June.  He mentioned the possibility of individual 
weekends for each community.  He stated that the City can promote its own events.  Finally, he 
noted that it may be too early to begin planning Pride 2022. 
 
Public Safety Director Kristin Cook spoke about regarding LA County’s guidelines for social 
distancing.  She does not believe we will be in the yellow tier by June 2021.  She discussed an 
idea of set seats with 67% capacity, where concessions are brought to you similar to the Rose 
Bowl.  She encouraged issuing tickets for reservations to help manage occupancy for the 
businesses.   
 
Councilmember Shyne spoke to the 4-weekend themed idea.  She noted that if it’s not feasible 
that she would like to lock down a date that does not compete with CSW’s event June 11-13th.  
She inquired about One City One Pride.  Community and Legislative Affairs Manager John Leonard 
responded to this inquiry.  Ms. Morrill also provides additional information.  Councilmember 
Shyne indicated that she does not support an in-person event. She indicated her support of 
Councilmember D’Amico’s idea of 4-weekend themes that focuses on dining events.  She stated 
that the $185K budget is not feasible at this time.  
 
Additional Public Comment: 
 
Ron P.:   

o Requested that LGBTQ seniors are included in any programming 
o Offered his assistance in planning Pride 2021   

 
Councilmember D’Amico stated that he would like to split up the discussions of Pride 2021 and 
2022. Councilmember Shyne concurred. 
 
DISCUSSION OF THE PROCESS FOR DETERMINING JUNE 2022 PRIDE ACTIVITIES 
 
Community and Legislative Affairs Manager John Leonard reiterated that staff will start 
discussing Pride 2022 after debriefing and wrapping up Pride 2021.  Mr. Leonard will work on the 
item for City Council consideration at the April 19th meeting.   



 
 

 
Final Public Comment: 
 
Richard Eshoo 

o Spoke regarding his time as boardmember of AIDS Project LA  
o His part of in the creation of West Hollywood as a City   

 
Paul Nicholls:   

o Pride inclusivity 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:58 p.m.   
 
______________________________ 
Melissa Crowder, Acting City Clerk 
 
 
  
 


