WOMEN'’S ADVISORY BOARD JANUARY 26, 2023
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

SUBJECT: SEXUAL ASSAULT RESPONSE TEAMS (SARTs) DISCUSSION

PREPARED BY: ¥ COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Larissa Fooks, Staff Liaison

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The Women’s Advisory Board will continue discussion about Sexual Assault Response Teams
(SARTS).

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Review and Discuss “next steps”.
Discuss advocacy with the City’s Legislative Analyst at the February WAB meeting.
Invite subject-matter experts to upcoming WAB meetings.

Initiate the planning process for a Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
outreach activity in April 2023.

5. Designate Board representatives to attend Valor's New Laws & Legislation Online
Conference on February 1, 2023.

b=

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS:

The Women’s Advisory Board addresses matters relating to advocacy on behalf of women’s
rights such as economic equality, reproductive rights, violence against women and sexual
harassment and makes recommendations to Council relative to the adoption of programs,
policies or ordinances of benefit to the constituency. As part of their mission, the Women’s
Advisory Board plays and active role in the City’s efforts to address sexual violence.

According to the National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC), SARTs help survivors
through the maze of community services available to them and uses the experiences of survivors
to improve those services. The local SARTs that serve the West Hollywood area are

Rape Treatment Center (UCLA) https://www.uclahealth.org/medical-services/rtc

Peace Over Violence - https://www.peaceoverviolence.org/

At their August 25, 2022 meeting the Women’s Advisory Board passed motions to invite a
speaker to an upcoming meeting to discuss the formation of sexual assault response teams
(SARTSs), and recommended that the City Council schedule another study session on nighttime
safety. A speaking invitation was extended to Sharon Shelton, M.A., Chief Operating Officer,
YWCA Greater Los Angeles. The YWCA Greater Los Angeles Sexual Assault Services provides
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comprehensive services for all survivors of sexual assault, rape, human sex trafficking, and other
forms of sexual violence. Sharon provided a history and overview regarding SARTs and offered
assistance. She also recommended connecting with Valor, a state and national organization
committed to preventing and ending sexual violence by advancing equity and eradicating
oppression. The Board made recommendations to focus on advocacy for more SARTSs locally
and statewide and to partner with YWCA Greater Los Angeles for a Sexual Assault Awareness
and Prevention Month Activity.

ABOUT Valor:
ValorCalifornia is California’s state sexual assault coalition, a program of ValorUS. They
advocate on behalf of a strong network of advocates, crisis professionals, volunteers and
community partners that make up California’s safety net for survivors of sexual violence.
Formerly the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault, ValorCalifornia promotes policies and
practices that will prevent sexual violence in California, provide support and healing for survivors,
and transform institutions and systems across the state. www.valor.us.org

VALOR — Advancing Equity. Ending Sexual Violence.

Valor New Laws and Legislation Conference: February 1, 2023, at 2pm — 3 pm (ONLINE)
Every year, the California Legislature and the United States Congress pass several
changes to state and federal law affecting sexual assault survivors and service providers.
At this web conference, VALOR's Public Affairs & Policy Manager, Grace Glaser, will
provide a summary and brief analysis of California laws signed in 2022, and give an update
on statewide policy developments for 2023.

Free. New Laws & Legislation Web Conference — VALOR

At the November 17, 2022, meeting the Board discussed how to move forward with their
recommended actions regarding SARTs. Staff was directed to reach out to Sharon Shelton again
for suggestions.

UPDATES:
e Sharon Shelton is scheduled to attend the February 23 Meeting of the WAB
e A request has been made to VALOR to attend an upcoming meeting of the WAB to
present information about their work and opportunities for collaboration.
e The UCLA Rape Treatment Center has been invited to come speak to the WAB.
e Peace Over Violence has been invited to come speak to the WAB

Below are various links to additional information to review and reference.

ATTACHMENTS (LINKS):

ATTACHMENT A - VALOR
https://www.valor.us/

ATTACHMENT - B YWCA Greater Los Angeles Links
https://ywcagla.org/sharon-shelton-m-a/
https://ywcagla.org/sexual-assault/#
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http://www.valor.us.org/
https://www.valor.us/
https://www.valor.us/webconferences/new-laws-legislation-web-conference/
https://www.valor.us/
https://ywcagla.org/sharon-shelton-m-a/
https://ywcagla.org/sexual-assault/

ATTACHMENT - C SART Tools
https://www.nsvrc.org/sarts/toolkit

California SART Manual
https://www.calcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/SART-Manual-Third-Edition-
2016.pdf

Sexual Assault Response Team Guide
https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/Publications NSVRC Guide SART-
Development.pdf

ATTACHMENT D - August 22, 2022, Special City Council Study Session on
Nightlife Safety Recording Link
https://weho.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view id=22&clip id=3830

ATTACHMENT E- RESPONSE TO NIGHTTIME SAFETY STUDY SESSION STAFF
REPORT (See Memo From staff for Drink Test Distribution Date)
https://lweho.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=22&clip_id=3889

ATTACHMENT F — West Hollywood Community Safety and Well-Being Strategic
Plan Links
https://weho.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view id=22&clip id=3825&meta id=237076

https://www.weho.org/city-government/city-departments/community-safety/community-
safety-and-well-being
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