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The City of West Hollywood’s Youth Scholarship Program is one of the first  
municipal government sponsored programs of its kind in the country. The program is 
funded entirely by donations from the community. To support the program, the City 
encourages donations from community members, organizations and area businesses. 
weho.org

The City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board (WAB) advises the City  
Council on policies and other issues pertaining to women, advocates on behalf of 
women’s rights, and provides programming addressing women’s concerns. The 
month of March is nationally recognized as Women’s History Month— a time to  
commemorate and reflect upon the many accomplishments of women and the  
continuing struggle for equal rights. 
weho.org/wab

The West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce is a voluntary, action oriented,  
non-profit association of business and professional leaders working together to  
promote the commercial and economic growth of West Hollywood and to foster civic 
improvements that benefit the general welfare of those who live, work and visit here.  
wehochamber.com

The power of 
change is  
in our hands…

WeLCoMe reMArkS & InTroduCTIonS
west Hollywood city council

sajji Lazarus
Vice Chair, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board (WAB)

Genevieve Morrill
President and Ceo, West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

About the West Hollywood Youth Scholarship Program

AWArdS PreSenTATIon
celina Alvarez

executive director, Housing Works 
Presenter: kat Lockwood, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board

catherine Gray
Producer/Author/Podcast Host and founder, SheAngelInvestors.com

Presenter: Tina Moore, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board

patricia Arquette
Actress, Activist & entrepreneur – recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award

Presenters: Angela de Silva, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board and
genevieve Morrill, President and Ceo, West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

Gulla Jónsdóttir
Principal, Atelier gulla Jónsdóttir – recipient of the Phyllis Morris Award

Presenter: Jamie Adler, Ceo, Phyllis Morris originals**

torie osborn
founder, Making Waves for democracy

Presenter: Sajji Lazarus, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board

CLoSIng reMArkS & ACknoWLedgeMenTS

**The Phyllis Morris Award is given in memory of famed interior designer and entrepreneur Phyllis Morris, 
creator of the legendary “poodle lamp”.  The name Phyllis Morris is synonymous with originality, enduring style 

and quality, enduring style and quality, which is still the hallmark of this second-generation company.



Celina Alvarez

Celina Alvarez, Executive Director, Housing Works--Ms. Alvarez has been part of Housing 
Works since 2008 and was mentored by Mollie Lowery, the pioneer of permanent supportive 
housing in Los Angeles County. Ms. Alvarez holds a Masters degree in Nonprofit  
Management from Antioch University and a Bachelors in Social Work from California State 

University Los Angeles. Prior to being tapped for leadership, she worked as a frontline homeless services 
worker on Skid Row.

Housing Works is recognized as one of Los Angeles’ most innovative and effective homeless services providers. 
Under Celina’s leadership, Housing Works has doubled its staff, budget and the number it people it serves by  
scaling services in partnership with multiple affordable housing developers, public agencies and healthcare systems.

Well known as an activist, innovator, and thought leader, Celina has served as an expert content advisor for 
Notre Dame’s Lab for Economic Opportunity, UC Berkeley’s California Policy Lab, CSH’s Social Innovation 
Fund Conference, as well as KCET and KPFK public radio stations. She continues to push numerous  
systems to improve their response to the homelessness crisis grounded in the lived experience of those living 
on the streets and those working most closely with them. For example, she’s partnering with Santa Monica 
City College to transform the HEAL frontline worker job training program into a college curriculum aimed at 
developing the homeless services workforce. In January, she received one of just fifteen CSH National Barrier 
Breaker Awards. She is actively advancing Housing Works’ priorities on food justice, living wages for front-
line workers, telling the stories of participants and workers, and decolonizing the workplace to create a safe 
space for workers and participants who are largely people of color.

Catherine Gray

Catherine Gray is a Producer, Author, TEDx Speaker, Host of www.InvestInHerPodcast.
com, the Founder of www.SheAngelInvestors.com and the Co-Founder of non profit  
www.SheAngelsFoundation.org.

She Angel Investors is a multimedia platform designed to connect women in for profit and in the non profit 
arena- to funding, and to encourage women to become angel investors.

Catherine is currently producing a documentary entitled “Show Her The Money”. The movie is about raising 
awareness of the underfunding of women, and the solutions on the horizon to change this situation.  
www.ShowHerTheMoneyMovie.com

Also, Catherine is the producer and host of a popular podcast series called INVEST IN HER, that discuss ways 
to accelerate the funding of women, and provide resources and inspiration to listeners. The show features both 
female founders and funders! It is distributed on Apple, Spotify, IHeart and wherever you listen to podcasts.

2023 honorees
Patricia Arquette

Patricia Arquette is a 4th generation actor. She received the Academy Award for her work 
in BOYHOOD, the critically acclaimed 12-year project from Richard Linklater, for which she 
also won the Golden Globe, BAFTA, SAG, New York Film Critics Circle, Los Angeles Film 
Critics, and Independent Spirit Awards for Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture.

Arquette next stars in HIGH DESERT, a half-hour dramedy for AppleTV+, which she developed with Ben 
Stiller, Nancy Fichman, Katie Ford, and Jennifer Hoppe as well as 3 Arts Entertainment and Red Hour.  
Arquette will produce and star in the series this fall. All episodes will be directed by Jay Roach. 

Patricia recently made her directing debut with GONZO GIRL, a feature film based on the best-selling novel 
by Cheryl Della Pietra, which will star Willem Dafoe, Camila Morrone, Ray Nicholson and Patricia Arquette.  

Recently, Patricia stars opposite Adam Scott, John Turturro and Christopher Walken in SEVERANCE, 
an Apple TV series directed and produced by Ben Stiller, for which she was Emmy nominated. 

Patricia also starred in Showtime’s eight-hour miniseries, ESCAPE AT DANNEMORA, directed by Ben Stiller 
and opposite Benicio del Toro and Paul Dano. Her performance won the Golden Globe, SAG, and Critics’ 
Choice awards, for Best Actress in a Limited Television Series. 

Other recent works include the critically acclaimed series THE ACT for Hulu, for which she won an Emmy 
and Golden Globe and was nominated for a SAG, and Critics’ Choice award. She was nominated for the rare 
double Emmy awards for her performances in both ESCAPE AT DANNEMORA and THE ACT.

She also starred as Allison Dubois in MEDIUM on CBS, for which she received numerous accolades,  
including an Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series, and subsequent Emmy,  
Golden Globe and SAG nominations. Arquette also had leading roles in numerous other television drama 
series including CSI: CYBER and BOARDWALK EMPIRE. 

Upon winning the Academy Award in 2015 for her role in BOYHOOD, Arquette made a powerfully memorable  
acceptance speech calling attention to pay inequality experienced by women in the United States and the need 
for the Equal Rights Amendment. Recognized as an outspoken advocate for women’s rights, LGBTQ rights, and 
civil rights for all people, she has become a sought-after guest speaker. She has received the Muhammad Ali  
Humanitarian award as well as GLAAD’s Vanguard Award. She spoke at the UN and helped launch the UN Women 
Equal Pay Platform and received the Eleanor Roosevelt award in 2019 from the Feminist Majority. Arquette founded 
the skills training organization, GiveLove, to help provide sustainable sanitation solutions in the developing world.

In April of 2019, Arquette was a witness testifying before the U.S. House Judiciary Committee on the subject 
of the Equal Rights Amendment. This was the first hearing on the E.R.A. in 36 years. Arquette is also an  
advocate in the fight against breast cancer. After losing her mom to the disease more than two decades ago, 
Patricia has become a vocal supporter of early detection.



Bios

Gulla Jónsdóttir 

Gulla Jonsdottir, a groundbreaking architect and designer, is known for her work
exemplified by its dynamic use of curved forms and sensuality. Her iconic style focuses
on bringing unique spatial experiences that respond to nature and the surrounding site,
always echoing the integration of organic beauty and function. Unlocking a visual

landscape that is both futuristic and a warm evocation of yesterday’s world of tomorrow.

Gulla was born in Iceland, schooled in mathematics and biology before moving to Los Angeles to study  
architecture at SCI-Arc (Southern California Institute of Architecture). Prior to opening her own firm, she 
worked at Richard Meier & Partners, Walt Disney Imagineering and Dodd Mitchell Design.

Establishing her own practice based in Los Angeles in 2009, Gulla is able to pursue her ambition of altering the 
contours of modern design and progressive architectural vision. Her atelier is a team of international designers, 
working across fields of hospitality, commercial & residential design, museums and wellness projects worldwide.

Gulla thrives to transform the way we think about design and the language of architecture. The artist within 
has sought to question everything taken for granted and as a result, created spectacular and unique spaces. 
The genesis of Gulla’s design begins in her sketchbook with superfluid drawings, that reflect her belief in the
connection between, art, architecture and nature. 

Torie Osborn

Torie is a progressive leader known nationally for helping lead major fights for social justice 
over five decades, including the AIDS crisis, LGBTQ rights and economic/racial justice. 
Torie served as executive director of the social-justice foundation, Liberty Hill, and of LA‘s 
LGBT Center and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force at the height of the AIDS  

epidemic. She has worked on progressive tax reform with California Calls, a statewide network increasing 
voter participation by people of color and immigrants. 

Most recently, she worked for eight years as top policy advisor to LA County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl,  
focusing on labor and immigrants’ rights, the Women and Girls’ Initiative, and expanding affordable housing. 
She also served as Deputy Mayor to LA Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa, overseeing the Mayor’s field and civic 
engagement programs. In 2016, she ran a Hillary for America phone bank out of her house for six weeks, 
and led a group of 165 (mostly) women to Las Vegas to canvass during Get-Out-The-Vote week. 

After the election, Team T.O. morphed into Team T.O. Resist and Rise! and then in 2020 became Making 
Waves for Democracy -- an all-volunteer group of over 150 active members that meets monthly on Zoom and 
works electorally to register, educate, and mobilize voters in three SoCal House districts (CA-27 in northern 
LA County, and, in the OC, CA-45 and CA-48). Making Waves has raised over $2 million at 9 events, and 
knocked on 80,000 doors. Torie’s roots are in 1960s organizing against racism, the Vietnam War and for 
women’s liberation. She is a published author and former columnist with a BA in English from Middlebury  
College and an MBA from UCLA’s Anderson School.

The West Hollywood City Council
Mayor Sepi Shyne
Mayor Pro Tempore John M. Erickson
Councilmember Chelsea Byers
Councilmember John Heilman
Councilmember Lauren Meister

David Wilson, City Manager

The West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board
Keely Field, Chair
Sajji Lazarus, Vice Chair
Angela de Silva
Clara Juhn
Olivia Lane
Kat Lockwood
Tina Moore
Nicole Payton
Melissa Purner

Yvonne Quarker, Community Services Director
Andi Lovano, Community & Legislative Affairs Manager
Larissa Fooks, Staff Liaison, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board
Amy Valdepena, Recording Secretary, City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board

Upcoming Events
Women’s History Month Block Party Pop-Up 	 March 25, 2023
	 weho,org/whm

Ladies of Courage Arts Festival	 March 25 - 26, 2023
	 ladiesofcourage.com
	
Mix & Mingle at The Mortgage Guys 	 March 29, 2023
	 wehochamber.com

International Transgender Day of Visibility	 March 31, 2023 
	 weho.org/lgbtq

Officers of the West Hollywood Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Directors
David Wood, Chair 
Nick Rimedio, Immediate Past Chair
Raja Sannidhi, First Vice Chair 
Sherri Franklin, Vice Chair, Governmental Affairs
Luis Saldana, Vice Chair, Member Relations 
Jeff Kulek, Vice Chair Special Events
Rahel M. Cook, Chief Financial Officer
Carol Massie, Secretary 

Genevieve Morrill, President and CEO 
John Baptiste Godard, CFO
Nalani Santiago, Program Manager
Jamie Wilson, Membership & Marketing Manager
Alexa Bird, Marketing & Events Coordinator
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Special Thanks:
Generous Hospitality of Andaz West Hollywood

Pink Dot 
Junior Cookies

West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce & Staff
The City of West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board


