WEHO PRIDE SUBCOMMITTEE March 20, 2024
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON WEHO PRIDE 2024

PREPARED BY: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
(Yvonne Quarker, Director)
(Cleo Smith, Event Services Manager)
(Megan Reath, Event Services Supervisor)
(Kerry McCormack, Event Services Coordinator)

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:
The West Hollywood Pride Subcommittee of the City Council will receive an update on
WeHo Pride 2024.

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive an update related to WeHo Pride 2024 planning.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:

Since its incorporation in 1984, the City of West Hollywood has celebrated LGBTQ+ Pride

during June of each year.

Through 2019, events such as a ticketed festival, parade and community street festival
were programmed and produced by Christopher Street West (CSW), a 501(c)3 non-profit

organization.

The inaugural WeHo Pride Weekend was held during the first weekend of June in 2022.
The inaugural event was safe, successful, and generated positive feedback from partner

agencies, community members and stakeholders.

Following the success of the inaugural WeHo Pride, the City Council approved a multi-
year agreement for WeHo Pride production services for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025
and identified the WeHo Pride event weekend as the first weekend in June. Additionally,
the City Council directed staff to negotiate a three-year co-sponsorship Agreement with
the L-Project for their event, Women’s Freedom Festival, to be included as a part of WeHo
Pride annually for years 2023 through 2025.

AGENDA ITEM 3.A.



The second annual WeHo Pride Weekend was held Friday, June 2 through Sunday, June
4, 2023. Overall, the 2023 WeHo Pride Weekend events drew substantial crowds and
garnered overwhelmingly positive feedback from community members, stakeholders, and

partner agencies.

The WeHo Pride Subcommittee received a post event debrief report and provided input
about the event at its meeting on August 2, 2023 and the City Council received a post
event debrief report at its meeting on October 16, 2023. Also at that meeting, the City
Council approved a 2024 WeHo Pride Weekend with the same core programming

elements as the 2023 event, to include:

¢ A free Friday night community concert in West Hollywood Park on Friday, May
31, 2024.

e The WeHo Pride Street Fair on Saturday, June 1 and Sunday, June 2, 2024,

along Santa Monica Boulevard.

e The OUTLOUD Music Festival, produced by JJLA, on Saturday, June 1 and
Sunday, June 2, 2024, in West Hollywood Park.

e The Women’s Freedom Festival and Dyke March, held on the Community
Stage at the Street Fair on Saturday, June 1, 2024.

e The WeHo Pride Parade on Sunday, June 2, 2024, along Santa Monica
Boulevard.

e Co-sponsored community group events and activations produced by
LGBTQ+ affiliated community groups, to amplify their participation in the

overarching WeHo Pride month.

In January 2024, the City launched the redesigned WeHo Pride website (wehopride.com),
with the goal of spotlighting the event’s core programming, enhancing access to key
information, incorporating the latest web development tools and technologies, and

implementing accessibility features to ensure an inclusive experience for all users.
OUTLOUD MUSIC FESTIVAL AND FRIDAY NIGHT @ OUTLOUD

Returning to West Hollywood Park on Friday, May 31, through Sunday, June 2, 2024, is



JJLA’s proprietary event, OUTLOUD Music Festival. This year’s Saturday and Sunday
headliners include Kylie Minogue, Janelle Monae, and Diplo. The weekend’s full lineup of
talent includes Doechii, Ashnikko, Noah Cyrus, Trixie Mattel (DJ Set), Keke Palmer,
Channel Tres, Yaeji, Big Freedia, Sophie Ellis-Bextor and VINCINT, with exciting sets
from emerging artists Snow Wife, Destiny Rogers, Black Polish, Salina EsTitties, Doug
Locke, Jimi The Kween, and Zee Machine. OUTLOUD is hosted by personalities Ryan

Mitchell, Hannah Rad, Arisce Wanzer, Neverending Nina, and Billy Francesca.

At its meeting on October 16, 2023, Council approved the return of a free Friday night
concert for the community in West Hollywood Park on May 31, 2024. Attendance requires
an RSVP to secure complimentary tickets, as event capacity is limited. Details about

performers and RSVP information will be announced in the coming weeks.
WEHO PRIDE STREET FAIR

The WeHo Pride Street Fair will take place on Saturday, June 1 and Sunday June 2, from
12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and will include community group booths, sponsor activations,
the Celebration Stage and Rainbow Stage with live performances, and other
entertainment elements. The community group exhibitor components will end at 8:00

p.m. daily, but music on the stages will continue until 10:00 p.m. on both nights.

Applications to be an exhibitor at the Street Fair can be found on the WeHo Pride website.
The deadline to apply is April 15, 2024.

WEHO PRIDE PARADE

The WeHo Pride Parade will be held along Santa Monica Blvd. (between Crescent
Heights Blvd. and Robertson Blvd.) on Sunday, June 2, beginning at 12:00 p.m. KTLA

will once again host a live, on-air broadcast special.

The application to enter a contingent into the WeHo Pride Parade can be found on the
WeHo Pride website. The deadline to apply is April 15, 2024.

The City will once again have three floats in the parade. There will be a float for the City
Council to ride on, as well as two floats to represent the City’s many Advisory Boards and

Commissions.

In past parades, the Chair and Vice Chair of each Advisory Board and Commission had



been invited to participate in the WeHo Pride Parade on a City float, as a means of
representing their Advisory Board or Commission This year, two members of each
Advisory Board and Commission will once again be invited to participate on the float,
however, the selection will be determined by random draw. For each Advisory Board and
Commission, all individuals interested in riding on the float at the WeHo Pride Parade on
Sunday, June 2, 2024, will submit their name, and then two members will be selected at
random, by the City Clerk on a date to be shared with all elected officials. A first and
second alternate will also be drawn in the event that either of the two selected members

becomes unable to attend.

While limited space only allows for two members of each Advisory Board and Commission
to ride on a City float, all Advisory Board and Commission members are invited to be a
part of the City’s Parade contingent. Other avenues for participation include partaking in
the City’s walking contingent, which could include carrying banners, or choosing to ride
on the WeHo PickUp trolly, which trails the City’s floats.

COMMUNITY GROUP GRANT PROGRAM

At its meeting on January 22, 2024, the City Council approved agreements, facilities uses,
and other administrative matters related to the above core programming elements, and
once again authorized the facilitation of the Community Group Program with available

funding of an amount not to exceed $150,000 for the 2024 program.

Applications opened on January 25, 2024, and remained open until February 29, 2024.
The City received 47 applications with varying funding requests ranging from $1,000 to
$50,000.

At its meeting on February 7, 2024 the LGBTQ+ Commission provided input on the
Commission’s priorities as they related to the consideration of the WeHo Pride
Community Group Program applications and proposed events. Some of the priorities
included:

e Strong considerations for underfunded Queer, Trans, and BIPOC groups, non-

profits, and organizations that are community-oriented

e Funding a balance of both non-West Hollywood based organizations and West



Hollywood based organizations, as there are many groups committed to the
LGBTQ+ community within the County of Los Angeles.

e Lessening the number of awarded groups, but funding the awarded groups at a

greater fiscal amount

The commission also appointed two members of the Commission to participate in the
evaluation of Community Group Program applications by serving on the selection panel.

Applications will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

e LGBTQ+ serving Group or Organization

Demonstrated connection to the West Hollywood Community
¢ Alignment with the City’s purpose and messaging related to the WeHo Pride event

e Event/Activation must serve a public purpose and priority will be given to non-

commercial ventures
e Eventis open to the public (free or ticketed)
Staff plans to return to the full City Council at their April 15, 2024 meeting to provide a
planning update for WeHo Pride 2024.

ATTACHMENTS:

None.



