[image: Lena Geller - Shalom Institute][image: Lena Geller - Camp Gesher] 












Lena Geller is the dedicated director of Camp Gesher, the sole camp for Russian-speaking Jewish children on the West Coast. With a commitment to inclusivity, Lena ensures open admission for all children, regardless of background.
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When the conflict in Ukraine erupted, Lena took immediate action, traveling to Poland to volunteer at the border, offering crucial assistance to Ukrainian refugees. Drawing upon her resourcefulness and unwavering determination, Lena tirelessly sought out funding through donations, fundraisers, and anonymous contributions. Thanks to her tireless efforts, Lena secured enough support to provide free admission to Camp Gesher for children from Ukraine.

Camp Gesher's summer session, spanning two weeks, typically carries a cost exceeding $2,000. However, through Lena's perseverance and compassionate spirit, refugee children were not only granted admission but also provided with essential camp supplies such as sleeping bags, pillows, blankets, towels, and toiletries. Furthermore, Lena ensured the availability of a psychologist during the camp session, recognizing the importance of supporting the children in coping with the aftermath of war trauma.

Lena's exceptional dedication goes above and beyond her professional responsibilities. Her unwavering commitment to creating a positive environment for children impacted by the war in Ukraine demonstrates her personal mission to make a meaningful difference in the lives of others.
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