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STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The West Hollywood City Council Subcommittee on Homelessness will discuss joining
the Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative Good Neighbor Pledge for coordinated

regional solutions to homelessness and provide recommendations for the City Council.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) Discuss joining the Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative Good Neighbor Pledge
for coordinated regional solutions to homelessness.

2) Provide recommendations on the Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative Good

Neighbor Pledge for the City Council.

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS:

On June 28, 2024, the U.S. Supreme Court issued the Johnson V. Grants Pass ruling
enabling local jurisdictions to enforce camping bans without violating protections against
cruel and unusual punishment. Subsequently, on July 30, 2024, the County of Los
Angeles Board of Supervisors affirmed the County’s Care First approach to encampment
resolution and asked County staff to identify opportunities to expand the County’s
partnerships with cities to address encampments through shelter, resources, and regional

coordination. As one action item, the Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative shared a
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https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/23-175_19m2.pdf

Good Neighbor Pledge and asked local jurisdictions to consider joining. The Los Angeles
County Homeless Initiative is tasked by the Board of Supervisors to “lead unprecedented
collaboration between service providers, people with lived experience, cities, County

departments, and elected officials to spark change in our communities.”

The Good Neighbor Pledge recognizes that systemic challenges contribute to housing
insecurity and homelessness, including a persistent lack of affordable housing and
systemic discrimination in housing and job markets. The Pledge prioritizes services,

coordination, and long-term housing solutions and outlines the following principles:

(1) Coordination and Collaboration: Enhancing coordination and collaboration across
stakeholders, including cities, unincorporated areas, the state, social services,

and community organizations.

(2) Continued Investments: Continuing investments in solutions to solve and prevent
homelessness and increase public safety, with attention to the complexity of the
causes, consequences, and experiences of homelessness, including investments

in housing, shelter, and mental health and substance use programs.

(38) Training: Supporting personnel and contractors in being fully informed about local
resources to help connect people experiencing homelessness with needed
supports in the community.

Alignment with City Values & Ongoing Initiatives

The Good Neighbor Pledge aligns with WeHo40 Strategic Plan objective 1.2 on
identifying collaborative solutions to housing insecurity and homelessness and objective
2.3 on partnerships with neighboring jurisdictions, nonprofits, and other organizations on
housing and services opportunities. The Pledge emphasizes continued investments in
services and housing as cornerstones in a strategy to end homelessness. The City of
West Hollywood has committed to ongoing investments in services and housing to
prevent and address homelessness, including the Holloway Interim Housing project, the
West Hollywood Care Team behavioral health initiative, and long-standing investments
in social services partners. The City’s ongoing commitment to these investments is

included in the WeHo040 Strategic Plan, including in objective 2.1 to increase affordable


https://homeless.lacounty.gov/about-the-homeless-initiative/

housing options and objective 2.3 to expand housing and supportive service opportunities
at a regional level. New regional and state initiatives such as CARE Court, Proposition 1,

Measure A, and the Los Angeles County Affordable Housing Solutions Agency are

expanding the resources available to West Hollywood and other jurisdictions to prevent

and address homelessness.

With respect to education and training, the City of West Hollywood has committed to
raising awareness about the resources available for people experiencing homelessness
and other community stakeholders in the WeHo040 Strategic Plan, including in item 1.3 on
expanding the reach, impact, and awareness of the City’s comprehensive health and
human services offerings. On October 21, 2024, the West Hollywood City Council also
approved the item “Increase Visibility of the City’s Human Services Commission and
Available Social Services Program,” which directs staff to develop and implement a
marketing campaign designed to highlight the City’s contracted human and social
services available to West Hollywood community members. Implementation of this
Council Directive is in progress and will include information about local resources to
address homelessness. In addition, as described in the Good Neighbor Pledge,
assistance for education and training will be available through the Los Angeles County
Homeless Initiative, Los Angeles Councils of Governments, and other entities.

The Good Neighbor Pledge aligns with the City’s core value of respect and support for
people, including treating all individuals with respect for their personal dignity, by
committing to not engaging in “practices that simply move individuals from one
jurisdictional street to another, understanding that such actions do not solve but only

displace and relocate unsheltered people experiencing homelessness.”
Flexibility, Funding & Planned Assessment

At the City Council meeting on December 2, 2024, questions were raised about the impact
of joining the Good Neighbor Pledge on the City’s ability to utilize a range of tools and
approaches to address homelessness in the future. The Los Angeles County Homeless
Initiative has described the Pledge as non-binding. The City would continue to decide on
future programming and initiatives across housing, social services, public safety, and
other areas. If desired, the City Council could explore the option of endorsing the Pledge


https://www.lacourt.org/care/
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/BHT/Pages/FAQ-Prop1.aspx
https://homeless.lacounty.gov/news/the-facts-about-measure-a/
https://lacahsa.gov/

or committing to key principles in the Pledge without adding signatures.

Another question raised at the City Council meeting on December 2, 2024, concerned the
impact of the Good Neighbor Pledge on Los Angeles County funding decisions.
Information about the impact of the Pledge on County funding decisions is not yet
available. In the current model, the Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative supports
cities and Los Angeles Councils of Governments in developing strategies to transition
individuals from homelessness into housing via their Local Solutions Fund (LSF). Funding
is awarded through a process that assesses impact, alignment with County goals, and
implementation capacity. Measure A — which will take effect in Los Angeles County in
April 2025, continue to allocate funds for LSF, and could generate over $1 billion annually
— is outcomes-driven. Measure A requires goals to be established and regular reporting
on outcomes such as: moving individuals from encampments into permanent housing to
reduce unsheltered homelessness; decreasing the number of people with mental iliness
and/or substance use disorders who experience homelessness; increasing the number
of individuals permanently exiting homelessness; preventing homelessness for at-risk

populations; and expanding the availability of affordable housing units.

Finally, as the Subcommittee on Homelessness considers recommendations for next
steps and timelines regarding the Good Neighbor Pledge, the City is currently in the
process of assessing its “Five Year Plan to Address Homelessness in Our Community”
(2018) and plans to bring an item forward at the City Council meeting on January 21,
2025, to seek Council direction for this assessment and the development of an updated
plan for 2025 and beyond. City staff do not anticipate that direction from the City Council
or subsequent updates to the City’s strategy on addressing homelessness would conflict
with the principles in the Good Neighbor Pledge. However, this assessment and any

potential updates are still pending.

CONFORMANCE WITH VISION 2020 AND THE GOALS OF THE WEST HOLLYWOOD
GENERAL PLAN:

This item is consistent with the Primary Strategic Goal(s) (PSG) and/or Ongoing Strategic
Program(s) (OSP) of:
e OSP-5: Support People through Social Services.


https://homeless.lacounty.gov/news/the-facts-about-measure-a/

e OSP-12: Actively Participate in Regional Issues.

In addition, this item is compliant with the following goal(s) of the West Hollywood General
Plan:
e HS-1: Maintain and pursue humane social policies and social services that address the

needs of the community.

EVALUATION PROCESSES:

N/A

CLIMATE ACTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY:

N/A

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:

N/A

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY:

HUMAN SERVICES & RENT STABILIZATION DEPARTMENT / HUMAN SERVICES
DIVISION

FISCAL IMPACT:

No additional fiscal impacts. Funds to implement the City of West Hollywood’s Homeless
Initiative have been previously allocated and approved by the City Council.

ATTACHMENT:

Attachment A: Los Angeles County Homeless Initiative Good Neighbor Pledge.
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JOHNSON V. GRANTS PASS SUPREME COURT RULING
GOOD NEIGHBOR PLEDGE

As members of Los Angeles regional communities, we stand at a critical juncture in addressing
the challenges presented by homelessness and housing instability. In Johnson v. Grants Pass the
U.S. Supreme Court, by a 6-3 vote, held that enforcing generally applicable laws regulating
camping on public property do not violate the Eighth Amendment’s protection against “cruel and
unusual punishment.” However, the Court noted that the enforcement of these laws can create
a “revolving door that circulates individuals experiencing homelessness from the street to the
criminal justice system and back.” While also noting these public-camping regulations are not
usually deployed as a front-line response “to criminalize homelessness,” instead, they are used
to provide city employees with the legal authority to address “encampments that pose significant
health and safety risks and to encourage their inhabitants to accept other alternatives like
shelters, drug treatment programs, and mental-health facilities.” The Court further recognized
that “Homelessness is complex. Its causes are many. So maybe are the public policy responses
required to address it.”

In light of the ruling, and the Court’s language, we commit to an approach that offers services
and housing as a cornerstone of our strategy to end homelessness. Recognizing the persistent
lack of affordable housing, systemic race-based discrimination in the housing and job markets,
and controversial history of sweeps, we pledge not to engage in practices that simply move
individuals from one jurisdictional street to another, understanding that such actions do not solve
but only displace and relocate unsheltered people experiencing homelessness. Through this
Good Neighbor Pledge, we affirm our dedication to practices that prioritize coordination, offer
services, and achieve sustainable, long-term housing solutions.

Principles:

e Advance Coordination and Collaboration: We commit to enhancing coordination among
all stakeholders, including cities, unincorporated areas, state, social services, and
community organizations, to offer comprehensive, equitable, and humane support and
treatment of all people. Continued collaboration with the Executive Committee on
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Regional Homelessness Alignment (ECHRA) is essential in ensuring a unified and effective
regional response.

Continue Our Investments: The causes, consequences, and experiences of homelessness
are complex, interconnected, and unsurprisingly disproportionately experienced by the
most vulnerable in our society. We commit to continue investing in solutions to solve and
prevent homelessness. Los Angeles County and its 88 municipalities will continue to be
partnered in securing housing, shelter, mental health and substance use programs and
services aimed to decrease unsheltered homelessness and increase public safety.
Training Our People: Recognizing that many people sleeping on the streets prefer to stay
in their neighborhood, often not far from the home where they last lived, we commit to
making it easier for them to access the local resources they need to once again become
housed within or near community. We commit that appropriate local jurisdiction
personnel and contractors will strive to be fully aware of the resources available in our
municipality so that they can help people experiencing homelessness more easily access
these resources. Los Angeles County’s Homeless Initiative and groups such as the many
Los Angeles Councils of Governments and Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority can
assist local jurisdictions with this education and training, especially as it relates to
coordinating regional resources.

By embracing this pledge, we unite in our commitment to hold each other accountable in
a Los Angeles Regional approach defined by compassionate care, collaboration, and
community. We acknowledge the challenges, share an interest in avoiding jurisdictional
displacement of unsheltered people experiencing homelessness, and remain steadfast in
our belief that together, we can respond to homelessness with effective and thoughtful
solutions that build a future that honors the collective strength of our neighborhoods.

[Signature Line for Mayor, Supervisors & Council]

[Date]
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