
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING AGENDA 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025 

6:00 P.M. 

West Hollywood City Hall 
1st Floor - Community Meeting Room 

8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 
West Hollywood, CA 90069  

Special meeting-related accommodations (e.g., transportation) may be provided upon written 
request to the Community & Legislative Affairs Division at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
For information on public transportation, call 323-GO-METRO (323-466-3876) or go to 
www.metro.net. 

To comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Assistive Listening Devices (ALD) 
will be available for check out at the meeting. If special assistance to participate in this meeting 
is required, (e.g., an American Sign Language interpreter for people who are Deaf or hard of 
hearing), you must call or submit your request in writing to the Community & Legislative Affairs 
Division at (323) 848-6559 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. The City TTY line is (323) 848-
6496. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

Members of the audience shall not engage in disorderly or boisterous conduct, including the 
utterance of loud, threatening, or abusive language, whistling, stamping of feet or other acts 
which disturb, disrupt, impede, or otherwise render the orderly conduct of the Advisory Board 
meeting infeasible.  A member of the audience repeatedly or continuously engaging in any 
such conduct shall, at the discretion of the Presiding Officer or a majority of the Advisory 
Board, be subject to ejection from that meeting. 

Any person wishing to speak in connection with any item of business on the agenda shall first 
complete a speaker request slip and submit the slip to the Secretary. 

No person shall address the Advisory Board without first being recognized by the Presiding 
Officer. 

Each person addressing the Advisory Board shall do so in an orderly manner and shall not 
make repetitious, slanderous, or irrelevant remarks, or engage in any other disorderly conduct 
which disrupts, disturbs, or otherwise impedes the orderly conduct of the Advisory Board 
meetings.  Any person who so disrupts the meeting may, at the discretion of the Presiding 
Officer or a majority of the Advisory Board, be subject to ejection from that meeting. 

***********************************************************************************************************
********************** 

TO PARTICIPATE BY PROVIDING PUBLIC COMMENT BY TELEPHONE: 



(Please note: This option is to provide public comment via phone ONLY.) 

1. You are required to register to speak via Zoom by emailing jduckworth@weho.org no
later than 2:00 p.m. on the Social Justice Advisory Board meeting day, to be added to
the Zoom Public Speaker List for the meeting.  Please include your name, the phone
number from which you will be calling, and which item(s) you would like to speak on.

2. Dial-in 10 minutes prior to the start of the meeting (the meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.).

1. CALL TO ORDER
2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

“The West Hollywood Social Justice Advisory Board acknowledges that the land on
which we gather and that is currently known as the City of West Hollywood is the
occupied, unceded, seized territory of the Gabrieleño Tongva and Gabrieleño Kizh
peoples.”

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. ROLL CALL

5. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
The Advisory Board is requested to approve the January 28, 2025, Meeting Agenda
as posted.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the January 28, 2025, Meeting Agenda as posted.

6. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
The Advisory Board is requested to approve the October 22, 2024, Meeting Minutes.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the October 22, 2024, Meeting Minutes.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT
The Social Justice Advisory Board values your comments; however, pursuant to the
Brown Act, the Social Justice Advisory Board cannot act on items not listed on the
posted agenda. The public is given the opportunity to address the Advisory Board on
agenda items or items of general interest within the jurisdiction of the Social Justice
Advisory Board. Speakers are limited to two minutes each. An additional public
comment period is offered at the end of the meeting.

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMS PRIORITIES 2025-2028 FUNDING PROCESS
RECOMMENDATION
The Social Justice Advisory Board will discuss social services priorities for the
2025-2028 Human Services funding process.
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ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Staff Report - Social Services Programs Priorities 2025-2028 Funding Process
2. Funded Social Services Agencies and Programs

RECOMMENDATION: 1) Review and discuss questions from the Human Services 
Division. 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. JUNETEENTH 2025 PROGRAMMING
The Social Justice Advisory Board will receive an update from the Juneteenth
Subcommittee and staff on Juneteenth 2025 programming and event production
elements.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) Discuss Juneteenth 2025 programming 2) Approve
event elements including the date of the event, location, event schedule, vendor
list, and event participants.

B. LIAISON APPOINTMENTS
The Social Justice Advisory Board will receive a schedule of the City’s Advisory
Board and Commission meetings and discuss which bodies the Social Justice
Advisory Board is interested in appointing liaisons to.

ATTACHMENT:
1. Schedule of City’s Advisory Board and Commission Meetings

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) Discuss 2) Appoint liaisons if desired. 

10. ITEMS FROM STAFF
This time is set aside for City staff to provide information or feedback to the Social
Justice Advisory Board on items of interest to the Advisory Board.

11. PUBLIC COMMENT
This time has been set aside for the public to address the Social Justice Advisory
Board on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Advisory
Board that could not be heard under Item 7 at the beginning of the meeting.

12. ITEMS FROM ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
This time is set aside for brief general comments, requests, memorial adjournments,
and other issues of concern from members of the Social Justice Advisory Board.
A. LIAISON UPDATES

13. ADJOURNMENT
The Social Justice Advisory Board will adjourn to its regular meeting on Tuesday, April
22, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. to be held at West Hollywood City Hall - 1st Floor Community
Meeting Room at 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA 90069.



ITEM 6 
ATTACHMENT 



MINUTES 
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 

SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING  

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2024 
6:00 P.M. 

West Hollywood City Hall 
1st Floor - Community Meeting Room 

8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 
West Hollywood, CA 90069  

1. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Washington called the    meeting to order at 6:00pm

2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Read by Board Member Powell

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Board Member Wilson

4. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Queen Chela Demuir, Kenneth L. Jones, Justin Powell, 
Giselle Washington, and Jonathan Wilson 

ABSENT: Karim D. Abay, Eden Luna,Tiondrae Pier, and Jorge Seperak 

ALSO PRESENT:   Community & Legislative Affairs Manager, Andi Lovano 
Community Programs Coordinator, Jasmine Duckworth (staff 
liaison), and Samuel Smith (recording secretary).

5. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

ACTION: Motion to approve the Meeting Agenda of October 22, 2024, by
Chair Washington, seconded by Board Member Powell, and approved.

6. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

ACTION: Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of August 27, 2024, by
Chair Washington, seconded by Board Member Wilson, and approved.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT
AJ Delgadillo – introduced himself to the Board and expressed interest in joining the
Social Justice Advisory Board.

8. NEW BUSINESS



A. UPDATE REGARDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES WITHIN THE
SOCIAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS
The Social Justice Advisory Board received an update regarding the Economic
Development initiatives within the Social Justice Task Force recommendations.

Board Member Wilson asked if the Advisory Board could receive a list of BIPOC-
owned businesses in West Hollywood.  Laura, the City’s Economic Development
Director, notified the Board that she would confirm with City Attorney, Lauren
Langer and provide an update to the Board.

Board Member Wilson asked if/how the City is tracking which certifications exist
for West Hollywood businesses.

Laura notified the Board that the best way to contact staff in her Department is to
reach out to business@weho.org.

B. GREEN BUSINESS PROGRAM
The Social Justice Advisory Board received an update from Paige Portwood,
Associate Planner in the City’s Long-Range Planning Division, and Susy Borlido
Co-Executive Director from Sustainable Works on the City’s Green Business
Program and provided feedback on strategies for outreaching and engaging
BIPOC businesses in West Hollywood.

Board Member Wilson asked how the program is administered for businesses that
share space and suggested collaborating with the City’s Economic Development
Department to get the list of BIPOC-owned businesses in West Hollywood.

Board Member Jones asked about the challenges that businesses may be 
experiencing.   

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVISORY BOARD WORKPLAN AND YEAR-END
REPORT
The Social Justice Advisory Board reviewed and finalized their workplan and
provided feedback on the Year-End Summary – Summary of Accomplishments
report.

Board Member Wilson’s suggested implementing a performance metric to
analyze and evaluate the updates provided by City staff at Advisory Board
meetings. Board Member Wilson emphasized the importance of this metric
assessing staff’s effectiveness in incorporating the Advisory Board’s feedback
and recommendations into their division/department workplans.
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Staff liaison, Jasmine Duckworth, explained staff’s concerns regarding this 
proposal and suggested that if the Advisory Board Members have concerns with 
a particular staff person, they should be relayed to her and she will share those 
concerns with the appropriate Supervisor/Manager/Director.    

After this discussion, Board Member Jones recommended the Board incorporate 
a Social Equity Impact Report into their policy recommendations report for City 
Council review. This report would capture the Advisory’s Board’s goals and 
recommendations, impact to the community, and implementation status of each 
recommendation.   

Board Member Demuir suggested that the Board use alternative language to a 
performance metric.    

B. JUNETEENTH PROGRAMMING
The Social Justice Advisory Board discussed programming for Juneteenth 2025. 

Board Member Jones suggested the following as possible location suggestions: 
The Playhouse Theater
Long Hall
Arts Residency
WeHo Gateway Community Room
HartBeat Studios
The Lot
Board Member Jones also suggested the following programming:
Black Musical Panel Discussion
HBCU Step Show w/Charles Drew University

Board Member Demuir recommended vetting all event participants.

Board Member Wilson notified the Board that the subcommittee will continue to 
meet and update the Board accordingly.

ACTION: Motion to appoint Board Member Powell to the Juneteenth 
subcommittee by Board Member Washington, seconded by Board Member 
Jones, and approved.

C. LIAISON APPOINTMENTS
The Social Justice Advisory Board received a schedule of the City’s Advisory 
Board and Commission meetings and discussed which bodies the Social Justice 
Advisory Board was interested in appointing liaisons to.
None.



10. ITEMS FROM STAFF
Staff liaison, Jasmine Duckworth shared details about the City’s new resource called
Get Involved: A Guide to Civic Involvement. This resource includes information about
how to stay informed, new ways to get involved, and information about how to
participate in public meetings, including all of West Hollywood’s Commissions and
Advisory Boards.

Jasmine also notified the Board that Metro released the draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) for the K Line Northern Extension as they study three routes for
underground rail through Mid-City and West Hollywood.  The City is encouraging
community members to submit public comments supporting the San Vicente-Fairfax
route.

11. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

12. ITEMS FROM ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
Board Member Wilson commented on the language for the Public Comment section
of the Social Justice Advisory Board’s agenda.

13. ADJOURNMENT
The Social Justice Advisory Board adjourned at 7:30pm to its regular meeting on
Tuesday, January 28, 2025, at 6:00pm to be held at West Hollywood City Hall – 1st

Floor Community Meeting Room at 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood,
CA 90069



ITEM 8.A. 
ATTACHMENTS 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVISORY BOARD JANUARY 28, 2025 

NEW BUSINESS       

 

SUBJECT: SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMS PRIORITIES 2025-2028 
FUNDING PROCESS  

PREPARED BY: HUMAN SERVICES & RENT STABILIZATION DEPARTMENT 

(Dee Saunders, Social Services Program Administrator) 

(Amy Valdepeña, Human Services Specialist) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: 

The Social Justice Advisory Board will discuss social services priorities for the 2025-2028 

Human Services funding process. 
  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

Review questions and discuss. 
 

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS: 

Since July 1985, the City of West Hollywood has partnered with a network of nonprofit 

and community-based organizations to save lives, prevent harm, and enhance the health 

and well-being of community members. These include individuals who live, work, own 

property, attend school, or spend a significant amount of time unhoused in West 

Hollywood.  

The City is currently investing nearly $7 million in comprehensive programs that focus on 

key service areas, such as behavioral health and wellness, food and nutrition, 

homelessness prevention and support, sexual and reproductive health, and workforce 

development. These efforts aim to foster a healthier, more equitable community by 

addressing urgent needs, building long-term resilience, and creating opportunities for 

growth and stability among community members. For reference, a list of the currently 

contracted programs—including descriptions of services provided and their funding 
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amounts—is attached to this report. 

The City of West Hollywood conducts funding requests for social services programs on a 

three-year cycle. The Human Services Division is now in the final year of the 2022–2025 

contract period, with the next Request for Proposals (RFP) scheduled for release in 2025. 

Human Services staff are actively developing the RFP for the 2025–2028 funding cycle 

and are seeking input from various sources, including Commissions and Advisory Boards, 

to gather diverse perspectives on social service needs and priorities. The membership 

and duties of the Social Justice Advisory Board is to advise on social and racial equity 

issues and provide policy recommendations to the City Council to address systemic 

racism for the City of West Hollywood.  

The Human Services Division is requesting the Social Justice Advisory Board to 
review and discuss the questions listed below: 

1. What are the most significant challenges or unmet needs currently faced by the 

community your Advisory Board represents? 

2. What specific factors or obstacles make it difficult for your community to access 

existing social services in West Hollywood? 

3. If additional resources were available, what new or expanded social services would 

you prioritize for West Hollywood? 

 

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY: 

HUMAN SERVICES & RENT STABILIZATION DEPARTMENT / HUMAN SERVICES 

DIVISION  
 

ATTACHMENT:  

Attachment A – Funded Social Services Agencies and Programs 



CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
FUNDED SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCIES & PROGRAMS  

(2024-25) 
 

 
ALLIANCE FOR HOUSING AND HEALING, POWERED BY APLA HEALTH & 
WELLNESS provides financial support to persons living with HIV/AIDS to pay rent, utilities, 
and pharmaceuticals. The Aging in Place program provides supplemental rental assistance for 
older adults in the City of West Hollywood. $525,991.00 
 
ASCENCIA provides comprehensive services for adults who are homeless including housing, 
shelter, case management, and street outreach. $395,309.00 
 
AWAKENING RECOVERY, INC.  provides a residential long-term recovery solution for 
drug addictions and alcoholism, incorporating the 12-step philosophy and a structured peer 
mentoring recovery home process. $25,000.00 
 
BEING ALIVE provides educational peer support, peer counseling, mental health services, 
wellness center programming and social events for persons living with HIV/AIDS. Being Alive 
also has a Harm Reduction Center that offers harm reduction supplies. $143,242.00 
 
BET TZEDEK LEGAL SERVICES provides legal services for community members, with 
particular emphasis on housing and eviction defense, benefits advocacy, immigrant rights and 
Holocaust survivor services. $156,950.00 
      
DISABILITY COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER assists disabled adults to achieve and 
maintain independence in their homes and community-based housing.  $66,548.00 
 
HEALTHCARE IN ACTION is a mobile medical crisis response program that offers medical, 
mental health, and substance use care for unhoused community members by referral only.  
$578,663.00 
 
HOUSING WORKS provides case management services to former homeless community 
members living in permanent supportive housing and street-based community members 
experiencing homelessness who are working with West Hollywood outreach teams to become 
housed. $148,923.00 
 
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE (JFS)    
 

JFS Comprehensive Services Program includes social services and activity programming 
for older adults (55 and older) and people living with a disability.  Disability Services 
include counseling and case management services for adults of any age living with a 
disability. Services for older adults include counseling, case management, homemaker 
services, telephone reassurance, recreation and educational classes, and excursions.  
$1,102,886.00 
 
JFS Nutrition Program provides home-delivered meals and congregate meals in West 
Hollywood for seniors and persons living with disabilities. $637,669.00 
 



JFS SOVA Community Food & Resource Program provides free groceries for community 
members. $154,117.00 

 
JVS So-Cal provides employment services for the West Hollywood community, including job 
development and job placement, referrals, job skills programs, and employment opportunities at 
West Hollywood businesses.  $203,914.00 
 
LA LGBT CENTER  
 

Legal Advocacy Project for Survivors provides remote access trauma-informed safety 
planning, case management, and legal support for survivors of violence. In collaboration 
with the Immigration Law Project, provides immigration relief for victims of crime, asylum 
seekers, and refugees seeking safety in the United States. $102,810.00 
 
Mental Health Services provides therapy, group support, psychiatry, family violence 
intervention and addiction recovery services. $229,496.00 
 
Senior Services provides case management, employment assistance, housing resources, food 
and self-care resources, support groups, and social outings for adults 50+.  $103,872.00 
                                                                                                             
Sexual Health Program provides HIV and STD testing and treatment services PrEP and 
PEP and HIV medical care. $256,017.00 
 
WeHo Life provides HIV prevention information, harm reduction supplies, and condom 
distribution to West Hollywood residents and businesses. $140,675.00 
                         
Youth Services provides comprehensive services for LGBTQ youth, including shelter, case 
management, educational and vocational services, and outreach. $180,756.00 

   
MAPLE COUNSELING provides a residential substance abuse recovery program for men. 
$52,020.00 
 
MEN’S HEALTH FOUNDATION provides same day PrEP and PEP services, HIV and STD 
testing and treatment, and medical care.  $90,366.00 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN provides rental assistance for community 
members at risk of losing their housing. $147,785.00 
 
PATHWAYS  provides high-quality subsidized preschool services to qualifying West 
Hollywood community members.  $154,690.00 
 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD provides family planning and reproductive health care services, 
and HIV and STI testing and treatment, including PrEP and PEP. $93,060.00 
 
PROJECT ANGEL FOOD provides home delivered meals for people living with HIV/AIDS 
and/or life-threatening illness.  $189,629.00 
 
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF LA (Seeds of Hope) provides nutrition education, healthy cooking 
classes, therapeutic gardening, and free fresh produce to West Hollywood residents in eight 
West Hollywood Community Housing Corporation buildings.  $78,954.00 
 



STEP UP ON SECOND provides outreach, case management, housing resources, and street-
based behavioral health services to the homeless community members. $408,964.00 
 
TARZANA TREATMENT CENTERS, INC.  provides substance use treatment services and 
West Hollywood based outreach.  $97,243.00 
 
TRANSLATIN@ COALITION provides outreach, peer management, financial assistance, 
workforce development and support services for transgender, gender non-conforming and 
intersex individuals.  $260,100.00 
 
 
 
                   Attachment A 
 
 
 



ITEM 9.B. 
ATTACHMENT 

 



Commissions  

• Arts & Cultural Affairs  
4th Thursday of the month at 5:00pm 

• Business License  
1st Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm 

• Historic Preservation 
4th Monday of each month at 7:00pm 

• Human Services 
2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm 

• LGBTQ+  
2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00pm 

• Planning  
1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30pm 

• Public Facilities, Recreation, and Infrastructure  
2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm 

• Public Safety 
2nd Monday of the month at 6:00pm 

• Rent Stabilization 
2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm 

• Transportation  
3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm 

 

Advisory Boards 

• Disabilities  
4th Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm 

• Russian-Speaking 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm 

• Senior/Older Adults 
4th Wednesday of the month at 2:00pm 

• Transgender 
1st Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm 

• Women’s  
4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm 
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