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STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:
The West Hollywood Pride Subcommittee of the City Council will receive a planning
update related to the WeHo Pride 2025 event.

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive a WeHo Pride 2025 planning update.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS:

Since its incorporation in 1984, the City of West Hollywood has celebrated LGBTQ+ Pride
during June of each year.

Through 2019, events such as a ticketed festival, parade and community street festival
were programmed and produced by Christopher Street West (CSW), a 501(c)3 non-profit

organization.
The inaugural WeHo Pride Weekend was held during the first weekend of June in 2022.

Following the success of the inaugural WeHo Pride, the City Council approved a multi-
year agreement for WeHo Pride production services for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025

and identified the WeHo Pride event weekend as the first weekend in June.

The third annual WeHo Pride Weekend was held Friday, May 31 through Sunday, June
2, 2024. Overall, the 2024 WeHo Pride Weekend events drew substantial crowds and
garnered overwhelmingly positive feedback from community members, stakeholders, and

partner agencies.



At its meeting on September 4, 2024, the WeHo Pride Subcommittee of the City Council

received a post-event debrief report and provided the following feedback:

Overall satisfaction with the WeHo Pride Weekend
Positive remarks related to the footprint of the event
Expand opportunities to provide free water and shade to guests

Interest in the continued exploration of the feasibility of streaming Friday Night at
OUTLOUD

Continued support and engagement with the City’s businesses
Explore additional transportation options for the community
Reimagine the City’s participation in LA Pride

Improve security measures at the Street Fair

Explore opportunities to participate in World Pride

The City Council received a post-event debrief report at its meeting on September 16,

2024, and approved a 2025 WeHo Pride Weekend with the same core programming

elements as the 2024 event, including:

A free Friday night community concert in West Hollywood Park on Friday, May
30, 2025.

The WeHo Pride Street Fair on Saturday, May 30 and Sunday, June 1, 2025,

along Santa Monica Boulevard.

The OUTLOUD Music Festival, produced by JJLA, on Saturday, May 30 and
Sunday, June 1, 2025, in West Hollywood Park.

The Women’s Freedom Festival and Dyke March, held on the Community
Stage at the Street Fair on Saturday, May 31, 2025.

The WeHo Pride Parade on Sunday, June 1, 2025, along Santa Monica
Boulevard.

Co-sponsored community group events and activations produced by



LGBTQ+ affiliated community groups, to amplify their participation in the
overarching WeHo Pride month.

Also at the September 16, 2024 meeting, the Council directed staff to explore the
opportunity to extend the Production Services Agreement with JJLA as well as the
Agreement for Services with the L-Project. At its meeting on December 2, 2024, the City
Council approved a co-sponsorship agreement with the L-Project to produce the
Women’s Freedom Festival and Dyke March in 2025 and extended the City’s commitment
to co-sponsor the event in 2026, 2027 and 2028.

Staff is in the process of negotiating an extension to the Production Services Agreement
with JJLA and will bring the agreement to a future Council meeting for approval.

OUTLOUD MUSIC FESTIVAL AND FRIDAY NIGHT @ OUTLOUD

Returning to West Hollywood Park on Friday, May 30, through Sunday, June 1, 2025, is
JJLA’s proprietary event, OUTLOUD Music Festival. This year’s Saturday and Sunday
lineup will be announced in the coming weeks, and tickets will be available for purchase
at WeAreOUTLOUD.com

At its meeting on September 16, 2024, Council approved the return of a free Friday night
concert for the community in West Hollywood Park on May 30, 2024. Attendance will
require an RSVP to secure complimentary tickets, as event capacity is limited. Details

about performers and RSVP information will be announced closer to the event.

Staff continues to explore the feasibility of streaming Friday Night at OUTLOUD for

community members that are unable to attend the event.
WEHO PRIDE STREET FAIR

The WeHo Pride Street Fair will take place on Saturday, May 31, and Sunday, June 1
and will include community group booths, sponsor activations, stages with live

performances, and other entertainment elements.

Applications to be an exhibitor at the Street Fair can be found on the WeHo Pride website.
The deadline to apply is April 15, 2025.

Following the 2024 event, the City was made aware of incidents of theft and/or vandalism



that occurred overnight at the Street Fair, impacting several exhibitors. The 2025 Street
Fair will feature security enhancements, including modifications to infrastructure and
personnel, aimed at helping to prevent incidents of vandalism and theft from occurring in

the future.
WOMEN’S FREEDOM FESTIVAL AND DYKE MARCH

At its meeting on December 2, 2024, the City Council approved a $100,000 co-
sponsorship agreement with the L-Project to produce the Women’s Freedom Festival and
Dyke March in 2025 and extended the City’s commitment to co-sponsor the event in 2026,
2027 and 2028; the amount of the co-sponsorship for years 2026 through 2028 will be
determined annually by the City Council.

The 2025 Women’s Freedom Festival will be held at the Celebration Stage (on Santa
Monica Blvd. near La Peer Dr.) on Saturday, May 31 beginning at 12:00 p.m., and will be
immediately followed by the Dyke March at 6:00 p.m. Both events are free and open to
the public. Details about performances and speakers will be released closer to the event.

Staff has begun meeting with the L-Project related to the planning of these events, and

will continue regular meetings to refine the logistics and finalize production.
WEHO PRIDE PARADE

The WeHo Pride Parade will be held along Santa Monica Blvd. (between Crescent
Heights Blvd. and Robertson Blvd.) on Sunday, June 1. KTLA will once again host a live,

on-air broadcast special.

The application to enter a contingent into the WeHo Pride Parade can be found on the
WeHo Pride website. The deadline to apply is April 15, 2025.

COMMUNITY GROUP GRANT PROGRAM

In addition to the weekend of events, WeHo Pride has historically featured Co-Sponsored
community group events and activations produced by LGBTQ+ affiliated community
groups, to amplify their participation in the overarching WeHo Pride month.

In 2024, 14 groups were selected to participate in this program, and reflected in these

groups are BIPOC groups, Women’s groups, Bi groups, and Drag groups, which were



some of the core priorities that were identified by the City Council and LGBTQ+
Commission and directly aligned with the intention of the Community Group Grant
program. In addition to the funds directly awarded to grantees through this program, the
City awarded over 40 non-profits and LGBTQ+ Community Groups with a booth at the

WeHo Pride Street Fair at no cost to the organization.

Staff has received feedback on the Community Group Grant program from applicants,
stakeholders, grantees, and LGBTQ+ Commission members and recognizes the need for
improvements. Staff continues to evaluate the program as it evolves, and this year’s
program will adopt some of the guidelines in the City’s adopted co-sponsorship policy.
Applicants of the 2025 program will also be asked to propose events that are free and

open to the public.

Staff intends to present WeHo Pride planning updates to the LGBTQ+ Commission at its
meeting on February 13, 2025. At that meeting, Commission members will also have the
opportunity to provide input for priority groups or demographics in the Community Group
Grant evaluation process and they will select two members to participate on the

evaluation panel of the Community Group Program applications.
OTHER 2025 PRIDE EVENTS

At its meeting on September 16, 2024, Council authorized the City Manager to negotiate
City of West Hollywood participation in other 2025 Pride events. Staff is exploring
opportunities to participate in World Pride 2025 in Washington D.C. and will provide an

update on those opportunities at a future Council meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:

None.



