CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2025
6:00 P.M.

West Hollywood City Hall
1st Floor - Community Meeting Room
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

Special meeting-related accommodations (e.g., transportation) may be provided upon
written request to the Community & Legislative Affairs Division at least 48 hours prior to
the meeting. For information on public transportation, call 323-GO-METRO (323-466-
3876) or go to www.metro.net.

To comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Assistive Listening Devices
(ALD) will be available for check out at the meeting. If special assistance to participate in
this meeting is required, (e.g., an American Sign Language interpreter for people who are
Deaf or hard of hearing), you must call or submit your request in writing to the Community
& Legislative Affairs Division at (323) 848-6559 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. The
City TTY line is (323) 848-6496.

RULES OF DECORUM

Members of the audience shall not engage in disorderly or boisterous conduct, including
the utterance of loud, threatening, or abusive language, whistling, stamping of feet or
other acts which disturb, disrupt, impede, or otherwise render the orderly conduct of the
Advisory Board meeting infeasible. A member of the audience repeatedly or continuously
engaging in any such conduct shall, at the discretion of the Presiding Officer or a majority
of the Advisory Board, be subject to ejection from that meeting.

Any person wishing to speak in connection with any item of business on the agenda shall
first complete a speaker request slip and submit the slip to the Secretary.

No person shall address the Advisory Board without first being recognized by the
Presiding Officer.

Each person addressing the Advisory Board shall do so in an orderly manner and shall
not make repetitious, slanderous, or irrelevant remarks, or engage in any other disorderly
conduct which disrupts, disturbs, or otherwise impedes the orderly conduct of the
Advisory Board meetings. Any person who so disrupts the meeting may, at the discretion
of the Presiding Officer or a majority of the Advisory Board, be subject to ejection from
that meeting.
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TO PARTICIPATE BY PROVIDING PUBLIC COMMENT BY TELEPHONE:

(Please note: This option is to provide public comment via phone ONLY.)

You are required to register to speak via Zoom by emailing SaSmith@weho.org no later
than 12:00 p.m. on the Social Justice Advisory Board meeting day, to be added to the
Zoom Public Speaker List for the meeting. Please include your name, the phone number
from which you will be calling, and which item(s) you would like to speak on.

Dial-in 10 minutes prior to the start of the meeting (the meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.).

1.

CALL TO ORDER

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

“The West Hollywood Social Justice Advisory Board acknowledges that the
land on which we gather and that is currently known as the City of West
Hollywood is the occupied, unceded, seized territory of the Gabrielefio Tongva
and Gabrielefio Kizh peoples.”

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

The Advisory Board is requested to approve the April 22, 2025, Meeting
Agenda as posted.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the April 22, 2025, Meeting Agenda as posted.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

The Advisory Board is requested to approve the January 28, 2025, Meeting
Minutes.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the January 28, 2025, Meeting Minutes.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Social Justice Advisory Board values your comments; however, pursuant
to the Brown Act, the Social Justice Advisory Board cannot act on items not
listed on the posted agenda. The public is given the opportunity to address the
Advisory Board on agenda items or items of general interest within the
jurisdiction of the Social Justice Advisory Board. Speakers are limited to two
minutes each. An additional public comment period is offered at the end of the
meeting.


mailto:SaSmith@weho.org

10.

11.

12.

13.

NEW BUSINESS

A.

2025 WEST HOLLYWOOD PRIDE BOOTH

The Advisory Board will consider appointing two Board Members to
represent the Social Justice Advisory Board at a City Pride Booth and share
information about the City’s Juneteenth event.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A.

JUNETEENTH 2025 PROGRAMMING

The Social Justice Advisory Board will receive an update from the
Juneteenth Subcommittee and staff on Juneteenth 2025 programming and
event production elements.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1) Discuss proposed Juneteenth 2025
programming; 2) Provide feedback on the event including proposed
performers and entertainers.

ITEMS FROM STAFF

This time is set aside for City staff to provide information or feedback to the
Social Justice Advisory Board on items of interest to the Advisory Board.

PUBLIC COMMENT

This time has been set aside for the public to address the Social Justice
Advisory Board on any item of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of
the Advisory Board that could not be heard under Item 7 at the beginning of the
meeting.

ITEMS FROM ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

This time is set aside for brief general comments, requests, memorial
adjournments, and other issues of concern from members of the Social
Justice Advisory Board.

A. LIAISON UPDATES

ADJOURNMENT

The Social Justice Advisory Board will adjourn to its regular meeting on
Tuesday, July 22, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. to be held at West Hollywood City Hall -
1st Floor Community Meeting Room at 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West
Hollywood, CA



ITEM 6
ATTACHMENT



MINUTES
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025
6:00 P.M.

West Hollywood City Hall
1st Floor - Community Meeting Room

8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

CALL TO ORDER: Vice Chair Pier called the meeting to order at 6:06pm

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Read by Board Member Wilson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Vice Chair Pier

ROLL CALL:
PRESENT: Kenneth L. Jones, Eden Luna, Tiondrae Pier, Justin Powell,
Jorge Seperak, Giselle Washington, and Jonathan Wilson
ABSENT: Karim D. Abay and Queen Chela Demuir

ALSO PRESENT: Community & Legislative Affairs Manager, Andi Lovano
Community Programs Coordinator, Jasmine Duckworth, Staff
Liaison, and Samuel Smith, Recording Secretary

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

ACTION: Motion to approve the Meeting Agenda of January 28, 2025, by
Board Member Powell,seconded by Board Member Jones, and approved.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

ACTION: Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of October 22, 2024, by
Chair Washington, seconded by Board Member Powell, and approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jamaica Carter — The City’s Equity & Inclusion Officer — introduced herself to the
Board, shared information on the City’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion efforts, and
provided her email to the Board, jcarter@weho.org.
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Karen Eyres — Introduced herself, notified the Board she is a Human Services
Commissioners but would be speaking as an individual, and shared information about
an event that occurred at SOVA Food Bank involving the Block-by-Block Security
Ambassadors and the Sheriffs.

NEW BUSINESS

A. SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMS PRIORITIES 2025-2028 FUNDING PROCESS
RECOMMENDATION
The Social Justice Advisory Board discussed social services priorities for the 2025-
2028 Human Services funding process and provide feedback on the following
questions:

*Board Member Luna arrived at 6:28pm.

What are the most significant challenges or unmet needs currently faced by
the community your Advisory Board represents?

Board Member Wilson mentioned focusing attention and resources on the
following areas: disproportionate number of African Americans experiencing
homelessness, access to housing, increased mental health services, and
prioritization of services for Black-Trans residents and community members. Board
Member Wilson also suggested utilizing agencies such as the Center for Policing
Equity to provide sensitivity training, and LGBTQ+ training.

Vice Chair Pier recommended the importance of collecting and extrapolating data
so dispensation of social service programs can be more intentional and effective.

Board Member Luna suggested that the sensitivity training and LGBTQ+ trainings
be BIPOC/LGBTQ led, and asked if there are any documents/reports that highlight
the challenges that the contracted Social Services agencies have experienced.
Board Member Luna also mentioned housing for people between 25-55 and
mental health services as unmet needs.

Board Member Jones suggested focusing on workforce readiness and
recommended paid internships for at-risk youth as an example. Board Member
Jones also mentioned therapy for catastrophic life-long illnesses, and expansion
of mental health and legal services.

Board Member Powell suggested having a consistent and reliable communication
method for individuals seeking services to express challenges to concerns.

What specific factors or obstacles make it difficult for your community to
access existing social services in West Hollywood?

Board Member Powell highlighted the lack of marketing and awareness as an
obstacle.



Board Member Luna mentioned making the services more accessible locally and
more comfortably for those seeking services. Board Member Luna also suggested
increasing services for those experiencing abuse as well as services for migrant
communities.

Board Member Wilson recommended prioritizing social service providers with lived
experience.

Chair Washington asked staff to focus on enhancing security measures so those
seeking services feel more comfortable and safer.

Board Member Seperak also emphasized the importance of improving public
safety throughout the City to remove additional barriers and obstacles for
accessing existing social services.

Board Member Jones also suggested providing financial incentives to improve
accessibility to services. Additionally, Board Member Jones recommended
providing air filters to those experiencing lung issues or health related concerns.

Board Member Wilson suggested identifying a social services provider that can
assist with emergency response.

If additional resources were available, what new or expanded social services
would you prioritize for West Hollywood?

Board Member Luna recommended having providers expand DEI work for Social
Service providers, Sheriff's, and City staff.

Vice Chair Pier asked staff to prioritize agencies that assist those at risk of losing
housing to provide direct financial assistance.

Board Member Luna also suggested having universal based income for
marginalized groups.

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. JUNETEENTH 2025 PROGRAMMING
The Social Justice Advisory Board received an update from the Juneteenth
Subcommittee and staff on Juneteenth 2025 programming and event production
elements.

The subcommittee notified the Board that the Juneteenth event would take place
on Saturday, June 215t at West Hollywood Park and will begin at 11am. As of
now, there are 9 organizations that have confirmed attendance and one speaker
that will be participating.



10.

11.

12.

13.

Public Comment

Craig Williams suggested partnering with Black organizations and outreaching to
black-centric areas throughout the City of Los Angeles. He also suggested
making Juneteenth a weekend event.

ACTION: Motion to approve the event date, location, and outlined schedule as
currently proposed by Vice Chair Pier, seconded by Board Member Powell, and
approved.

B. LIAISON APPOINTMENTS
The Social Justice Advisory Board received a schedule of the City’s Advisory
Board and Commission meetings and discussed which bodies the Social Justice
Advisory Board is interested in appointing liaisons to.

Joe Green — notified the Board of the benefits of being a liaison to the City’s
Advisory Boards and Commissions.

ITEMS FROM STAFF

Staff liaison, Jasmine Duckworth reminded the Board that staff will be bringing an item
forward to request additional funding for the 2025 Juneteenth event. The item will
likely be discussed at the 2" Council meeting in February.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Karen Eyres — informed the Board that the City is working with AEA Consulting on an
art project during the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games and is seeking community
engagement. Karen encouraged the Board to learn more about the project online and
provide feedback.

Joe Green provided information on the LA County Commission on HIV’'s 2025
Consumer Resource Fair on February 13t at the California Endowment Center.

Tod Hallman introduced himself to the Board and thanked the Board for their ongoing
work and efforts in the community. Tod offered his services and expertise as an event
producer and recommended the Board create an event deck for Juneteenth to
distribute to potential event participants.

ITEMS FROM ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
Board Member Wilson commented on the language for the Public Comment section
of the Social Justice Advisory Board’s agenda.

Board Member Luna notified the Board of the Transgender Advisory Council’s
upcoming job fair at LACC on March 27" from 10am-4pm at the Student Union
building and encouraged the Board to share with their networks.

ADJOURNMENT



The Social Justice Advisory Board adjourned at 8:15pm to its regular meeting on
Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 6:00pm to be held at West Hollywood City Hall — 15t Floor
Community Meeting Room at 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, CA
90069

Jasmine Duckworth — Staff Liaison

Giselle Washington — Chair
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