Qutstanding Service to the Community Award
West Hollywood Russian Language Public Library -
A Living Legacy of Culture and Resilience

The Russian Language Public Library in West
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Located on Santa Monica Boulevard, the library has long served as a vital cultural
hub for the Russian-speaking community—especially for senior immigrants seeking
connection, conversation, and the familiar comfort of Russian literature. Occasionally,
students from local colleges and universities who are studying the Russian language
also volunteer their time, further enriching the library’s intergenerational and
educational spirit. Its shelves are filled with the works of Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, and
Chekhov, alongside romance novels and children’s books, reflecting the diverse and
evolving interests of its patrons. A banner inside proudly declares its mission: “An
enclave of Russian culture on blessed American soil.”

The library is entirely staffed by volunteers, many
of whom have dedicated themselves for years to its
daily operation. Among them is Sofiya Fikhman, a
Holocaust survivor whose life story and compassion
embody the soul of the institution. In recent years, a
new generation of volunteers—Alex Volman,
Lennart Dunaevsky, and Mark Gekht—have joined
the effort, bringing fresh ideas and renewed energy.
These new volunteers have launched children’s
programs, organized the distribution of duplicate
books for free, and ensured the library has a strong
presence at community events across the region.

Their involvement has helped the library reach
new audiences and bridge generational gaps,
keeping the legacy of Russian language and
literature alive in an increasingly assimilated world.

The library continues to thrive with support from
the City of West Hollywood, which provides space,
maintenance, and a modest annual book allowance.
Open three days a week, it remains a space where
heritage is honored, stories are shared, and a
diverse community finds common ground in the
pages of a book.




