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WEST HOLLYWOOD PRIDE SUBCOMMITTEE   AUGUST 21, 2025 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
SUBJECT: WEHO PRIDE 2025 DEBRIEF AND 2026 PLANNING 

 
PREPARED BY: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY SERVICES  

 Yvonne Quarker, Director 
Cleo Smith, Event Services Manager 
Megan Reath, Event Services Supervisor 
Kerry McCormack, Event Services Coordinator 

 
 
STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: 

The West Hollywood Pride Subcommittee of the City Council will receive a post-event 

report regarding WeHo Pride 2025 and provide feedback related to the event, as well as 

share input related to the 2026 event.  

RECOMMENDATIONS:   

Receive a post-event report regarding WeHo Pride 2025 and provide feedback related to 

the 2025 event and 2026 programming.   

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 

Since its incorporation in 1984, the City of West Hollywood has celebrated LGBTQ+ Pride 

during June of each year.  

Through 2019, events such as a ticketed festival, parade, and community street festival 

were programmed and produced by Christopher Street West (CSW), a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization.   

The inaugural WeHo Pride Weekend was held during the first weekend of June in 2022.   

Following the success of the inaugural WeHo Pride, the City Council approved a multi-

year agreement for WeHo Pride production services for the years 2023, 2024 and 2025, 

and identified the WeHo Pride event weekend as the first weekend in June.  

The fourth annual WeHo Pride Weekend was held Friday, May 30, through Sunday, June 

1, 2025.  Overall, the 2025 WeHo Pride Weekend drew substantial crowds and garnered 
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overwhelmingly positive feedback from community members, city businesses, and 

partner agencies. 

WEHO PRIDE PROGRAMMING 

WeHo Pride Weekend 2025 programming included the following components: 

• A free Friday night community concert in West Hollywood Park on Friday, May 

30, 2025. Attendance required an RSVP to secure complimentary tickets, as event 

capacity was limited to approximately 17,000 RSVPs. The concert featured 

headliner, Maren Morris, and additional performances by Qveen Herby, Jamie 

Fine, and more.  

• The free WeHo Pride Street Fair on Saturday, May 31 and Sunday, June 1, 2025, 

along Santa Monica Blvd. included community group booths, sponsor activations, 

stages with live performances, photo ops, and other entertainment elements.  

Approximately 125 vendors/exhibitors participated in this year’s event, with 

approximately 50% being community group organizations that participate free of 

charge.   

• The OUTLOUD Music Festival, produced by JJLA, on May 31 and Sunday, June 

1, 2025, in West Hollywood Park. This year’s Saturday and Sunday lineup of talent 

included Lizzo, Remi Wolf, Honey Dijon, Paris Hilton, and Kim Petras, among 

others.  

• The Women’s Freedom Festival, held on the Celebration Stage at the Street Fair 

on Saturday, May 31, 2025. The Women’s Freedom Festival is a co-sponsored 

event produced by the L-Project, featured emerging LGBTQ and BIPOC women, 

non-binary musicians, comedians, poets, and activists.  

• The Dyke March, an annual rally featuring a motorcycle-lead march, met at the 

Celebration Stage on Saturday, May 31, immediately following the Women’s 

Freedom Festival for the march along Santa Monica Blvd.  

• The WeHo Pride Parade, held along Santa Monica Blvd. (between Crescent 

Heights Blvd. and Robertson Blvd.) on Sunday, June 1.  The parade featured 115 

contingents, and the City recognized four Parade Icons: supermodel and actress 
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Cara Delevingne; Love on the Spectrum star Pari Kim; former NFL player Chris 

Kluwe; and Emmy-nominated actress and filmmaker Nava Mau.  KTLA hosted a 

livestream of the event, and featured the parade in as part of a Sunday evening 

prime time special.   

COMMUNITY GROUP GRANT PROGRAM 

In addition to the weekend of events, WeHo Pride featured Co-Sponsored community 

group events and activations produced by LGBTQ+ affiliated community groups, to 

amplify their participation in the overarching WeHo Pride month. 

At its meeting on February 13, 2025 the LGBTQ+ Commission provided input on the 

Commission’s priorities as they related to the consideration of the WeHo Pride 

Community Group Program applications and proposed events. Some of the priorities 

included: 

• Events highlighting or supporting the Transgender Community 

• Mental Health and Wellness events 

• HIV and AIDS services events 

• Lesbian events 

The LGBTQ+ commission also appointed two of its members to participate in the 

evaluation of Community Group Program applications by serving on the evaluation panel, 

comprised of city staff across various divisions. The City received 24 applications, and 

the panel convened on March 19, 2025, to evaluate all the applications.  

Included as Table 1 in this report is a list of Community Groups with whom the City 

entered into Co-Sponsorship Agreements. One additional group was selected for funding, 

however they chose not to move forward with the program following selection.  
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TABLE 1    

Organization name Proposed Event  Award 
Granted

Dapper Puss 
Entertainment

Celebrating the BIPOC Queer community. 
Highlighting LA’s most talented BIPOC drag and 
burlesque artists, celebrating our BIPOC Pride 
and queerness. 

$3,500.00 

Drag Arts Lab

“Natural HERstory: The Drag Musical” - original 
music performed live by drag performers, a full 
band of musicians and local drag and trans 
talent, followed by a Q+A/talkback with the 
performers and Natural History Museum staff. 

$15,000.00 

Ed Wynn Presents
Black & Bold - a one-of-a-kind nightlife 
experience celebrating Black queer creativity, 
joy, and community.

$25,000.00 

Institute for Public 
Strategies

Pride AF (Alcohol-Free): An Alternative Pride 
Concert will be a day of live music, mocktails, 
community building, and substance misuse 
prevention. 

$10,000.00 

NYALLAH LLC d/b/a 
NOIR AT NITE

Celebrating Black queer brilliance at the eighth 
installment of NOIR AT NITE—BLACK PRIDE II. -  
genre-bending performances, high-vibration DJ 
sets, and a night rooted in joy, community, and 
liberation. 

$20,000.00 

OURS IN THE USA

An outdoor community picnic featuring 
Ukrainian food, gift giveaways, casual park 
games (e.g. cornhole), background music and 
community performance. Alcohol- free event 

$6,300.00 

Satrang
Intergenerational celebration of South Asian 
pride, including live performances, food trucks, 
a vendor market, DJs, and a dance party.

$15,000.00 

With Love Projects
A free outdoor wellness event during WeHo 
Pride - gentle yoga class and close with a 
relaxing sound bath. 

$2,000.00 

$96,800.00TOTAL
*At the time of this report, some groups' expenditures are still being finalized.  This chart 
reflects the not-to-exceed funding amount that was granted to each group. 
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Staff has received feedback on the Community Group Grant program from applicants, 

stakeholders, grantees, and LGBTQ+ Commission members and recognizes the need for 

improvements. Staff continues to evaluate the program as it evolves and will recommend 

updates to the program at an upcoming City Council meeting.  

BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT 

In an effort to encourage the business community to participate in the weekend's 

celebrations, the Council approved the waiver of Special Event Permit fees and 

Encroachment Permit fees for businesses wishing to host low-impact activations in their 

spaces Friday, Saturday, or Sunday of Pride weekend (May 30 – June 1). 12 City 

businesses participated in this program.  

WEHO PRIDE LGBTQ ARTS FESTIVAL 

The WeHo Pride Arts Festival was held Friday, May 25 through Sunday, May 27, 2025.  

While this effort is a separately funded programming piece, it is part of the overall WeHo 

Pride free offerings to the community.  

WORLD PRIDE 

This year, WeHo Pride also had a presence in WorldPride, which was held in Washington 

D.C. WeHo Pride was represented with a float in the WorldPride parade, serving as a 

symbol of positive visibility and awareness, while promoting the visibility of the City of 

West Hollywood as a destination for the LGBTQ+ community.  

WEHO PRIDE DEBRIEF AND 2026 PLANNING 

At its meeting on August 14, 2025, the LGBTQ+ Commission received a post event 

debrief report and were asked to provide feedback on the 2025 event, and to offer input 

on 2026 event programming. The Commission expressed positive feedback regarding 

the 2025 WeHo Pride event. For the 2026 event, the Commission recommended 

incorporating a stronger focus on activism and suggested the incorporation of an annual 

theme that could be highlighted throughout the City’s marketing and programming, as 

well as participant activations. 

Staff continue to meet with impacted divisions, external agencies, and community 

stakeholders to gather feedback from the 2025 event.  Staff intends to bring a full 2025 
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debrief item and 2026 programming recommendation to the City Council at its September 

meeting. That item will include community and stakeholder feedback and will include the 

feedback from the LGBTQ+ Commission and WeHo Pride Subcommittee.   

FUTURE WEHO PRIDE EVENTS 

At its April 7, 2025, meeting, the City Council approved an Amendment to the three-year 

Exclusive Event Production Services Agreement with JJLA for WeHo Pride, to extend the 

terms of the agreement for an additional 5 years, to encompass the events in 2026, 2027, 

2028, 2029, and 2030. The City Council also approved a multi-year Co-Sponsorship and 

Permit to Use City Property with JJLA for OUTLOUD to be held in West Hollywood Park, 

and for the WeHo Pride Parade to be held on Santa Monica Blvd. for years 2026, 2027, 

2028, 2029, and 2030.   

ATTACHMENTS: 
 
None. 


