MEETING AGENDA
WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2025
7:00 PM

West Hollywood City Hall
15t Floor Community Meeting Room
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069

Special meeting-related accommodations (e.g., transportation) may be provided upon written
request to the Community & Legislative Affairs Division at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
For information on public transportation, call 323-GO-METRO (323-466-3876) or go to
www.metro.net.

To comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Assistive Listening Devices (ALD)
will be available for check out at the meeting. For people who are Deaf or hard of hearing dial
711 or 1-800-735-2929 (TTY) or 1-800-735-2922 (voice) for California Relay Service (CRS)
assistance. If you require accommodations to participate in the meeting, please contact the
City Clerk’s Office at (323) 848-6800 at least 72 hours before the meeting date.

RULES OF DECORUM

Members of the audience shall not engage in disorderly or boisterous conduct, including the
utterance of loud, threatening, or abusive language, whistling, stamping of feet or other acts
which disturb, disrupt, impede, or otherwise render the orderly conduct of the Advisory Board
meeting infeasible. A member of the audience repeatedly or continuously engaging in any such
conduct shall, at the discretion of the Presiding Officer or a majority of the Advisory Board, be
subject to ejection from that meeting. Any person wishing to speak in connection with any item
of business on the agenda shall first complete a speaker request slip and submit the slip to the
Secretary.

No person shall address the Advisory Board without first being recognized by the Presiding
Officer.

Each person addressing the Advisory Board shall do so in an orderly manner and shall not
make repetitious, slanderous, or irrelevant remarks, or engage in any other disorderly conduct
which disrupts, disturbs, or otherwise impedes the orderly conduct of the Advisory Board
meetings. Any person who so disrupts the meeting may, at the discretion of the Presiding Officer
or a majority of the Advisory Board, be subject to ejection from that meeting.
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TO PARTICIPATE BY PROVIDING PUBLIC COMMENT BY TELEPHONE:

Women'’s Advisory Board Meeting Agenda August 28,, 2025 P-1


http://www.metro.net/

(Please note: This option is to provide public comment via phone ONLY.) 1. You are required
to register to speak via Zoom by emailing WABPublicComment@weho.org no later than 12:00
p.m. on Women’s Advisory Board meeting day, to be added to the Zoom Public Speaker List
for the meeting. Please include your name, the phone number from which you will be calling,
and which item(s) you would like to speak on. 2. Dial-in 10 minutes prior to the start of the
meeting (the meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.).

1.

2.

g

CALL TO ORDER:

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

The West Hollywood Women’s Advisory Board acknowledges that the land on
which we gather and that is currently known as the City of West Hollywood is the
occupied, unceded, seized territory of the Gabrielefio Tongva and Gabrieleio Kizh
peoples.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
ROLL CALL:

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
Meeting agenda for August 28, 2025

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
Meeting Minutes for July 24, 2025

PUBLIC COMMENT:

The Women’s Advisory Board values your comments; however, pursuant to the Ralph
M. Brown Act, the Advisory Board cannot take action on items not listed on the posted
agenda. The Public Comment period is three (3) minutes per speaker, to address the
Advisory Board on agenda items or items of general interest within the Advisory Board’s
jurisdiction.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. OCTOBER HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELLNESS-RELATED AWARENESS
INITIATIVES (15 - 20 min)
The Board will discuss ideas, plans and recommendations regarding
opportunities to support several annual health, safety and wellness initiatives
that address the needs of women. Specifically: Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence Awareness Month
and Menopause Awareness Day.

B. NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH (5-10 min)
The Board will begin the planning process for the City’s annual celebration of
National Women’s History Month held during the month of March.
RECOMMENDATION: Review and Discuss. Consider next steps
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9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

A. WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY (10-15 min)
The Board will have a follow-up discussion about the City’s annual
commemoration of Women’s Equality Day held on August 24 to honor the
anniversary of women winning the right to vote in the United States and the

continuing efforts for gender equality and the protection of voter rights.
RECOMMENDATION: Review and Discuss.

B. ENDOMETRIOSIS AWARENESS AND EDUCATION (5 min)

Brief update from staff regarding proposed programming in development
to promote awareness and education in the community about
endometriosis and its impact.

RECOMMENDATION: Review and Discuss. Take action as appropriate.

C. WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD WORKPLAN (20 — 30 min)
The Board will review their current work plan, discus status updates and a new
“look ahead” schedule of upcoming agenda items.

RECOMMENDATION: Review and Discuss.

SUBCOMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS:

1. ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA COMMISSIONS FOR WOMEN, ACCW
Brief report from the Board’s ACCW liaison. (5 min)
RECOMMENDATION: Receive and file monthly report.

2. LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY SUBCOMMITTE (5 min)
Updates and recommendations regarding legislation related to the Board’s mission
and priority issues.

RECOMMENDATION: Receive and File.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
This time is set aside for the public to address the Women'’s Advisory Board on any item
of interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board that could not be heard

under ltem 7 at the beginning of the meeting. The Public Comment period is three (3)
minutes per speaker.

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD: (510 min)
ITEMS FROM STAFF: (2 min)
ADJOURNMENT:

The Women'’s Advisory Board will adjourn to a Regular Meeting, which will be on
Thursday, September 25, 2025, at 7:00 pm at West Hollywood City Hall, Community
Meeting Room located at 8300 Santa Monica Blvd, West Hollywood, CA, 90069.
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WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD AUGUST 22, 2024
NEW BUSINESS

SUBJECT: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
AWARENESS MONTH

PREPARED BY: Larissa Fooks, Staff Liaison

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The Women’s Advisory Board will receive a presentation from staff regarding plans in
development for the City’s annual recognition of Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner

Violence Awareness Month in October.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) Review and provide feedback.

2) Discuss Board participation and workplan alignment.

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS:

October is recognized throughout the United States as National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
provides an opportunity to further draw attention to the issues surrounding
domestic violence, and to raise awareness of available resources and services.
The City of West Hollywood annually commemorates and participates in
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month evolved from the first Day of Unity, which was observed in
October 1981 by the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The day was
created with the goal of connecting advocates for women who were experiencing
domestic violence. Soon after, the Day of Unity became a week of activities that
took place at local, state, and national levels. The first Domestic Violence
Awareness Month took place in October 1987, the same year the first national

toll-free hotline was created.
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In 2021, the City officially recognized the month of October as “Domestic Violence
and Intimate Partner Violence Awareness Month” to expand community
awareness and education. The concept of intimate partner violence
acknowledges that abuse can exist in any type of personal intimate relationship,
regardless of sexual orientation, marital status, or gender. Domestic violence
(DV), also known as Intimate partner violence (IPV) can be defined as the willful
intimidation, physical assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive
behavior as part of a systematic pattern of power and control perpetrated by one
intimate partner against another. “Intimate partner” refers to both current and
former spouses and dating partners. Domestic violence/intimate partner violence
impacts people of all ages, genders, races, sexual orientations, cultures and
religions, and those with varying socioeconomic, employment and education
backgrounds. Domestic violence occurs in same- and opposite-sex relationships,
and among those who are married, in long-term and short- term relationships.
Domestic violence and intimate partner violence can take many forms — in
addition to physical abuse, it can include sexual abuse, verbal abuse, emotional
abuse, intimidation, controlling behaviors, isolating behaviors, stalking and
economic abuse. DV/IPV affects millions of people in the United States each

year.
According to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence:
e 10 million adults in the United States experience domestic violence annually;

e On average, nearly 20 people per minute are physically abused by an

intimate partner; and

¢ More than 80 million people across the nation have experienced

intimate partner violence in their lifetimes; and

e On a typical day, domestic violence hotlines receive more than 20,000

calls, an average of close to 15 calls every minute.

Data from CDC’s (Center for Disease Control) National Intimate Partner and

Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS) indicates:
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About 1 in 4 women and nearly 1 in 10 men have experienced contact
sexual violence, physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner

during their lifetime and reported some form of IPV-related impact; and

Over 43 million women and 38 million men have experienced

psychological aggression by an intimate partner in their lifetime; and

44% of lesbians, 61% of bisexual women and 35% of straight
women experience rape, physical violence, or stalking by an intimate

partner; and

26% of gay men, 37% of bisexual men and 29% of straight men
experience rape, physical violence, and/or stalking by and intimate

partner in their lifetime; and

The 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey found that more than half (54%) of
transgender and non-binary respondents experienced intimate partner

violence in their lifetimes; and

A 2015 report by the Williams Institute found that roughly 31 to 50
percent of transgender individuals experience IPV at some point in their

life, compared to 20 percent of cisgender people; and

Disability affects more than 1 in 4 women and 1 in 5 men in the United
States and has been associated with a greater risk of experiencing

violence compared to people without a disability.

This year during the month of October there will be an exhibit of the Silent Witness
Initiative. The exhibit features free-standing abstract silhouettes of people that are
displayed publicly in memory of people who died due to domestic violence and intimate
partner violence and to recognize survivors. The Silent Witness Initiative began in 1990
as a grass roots effort to support an end to domestic violence and intimate partner
violence through community-based exhibits in memory of women killed by their partners.
It started with a small group of volunteers in one state and grew into an international
presence, with projects in all 50 states and 23 countries. The Silent Witness “silhouettes”

will be on display at various locations in the City. The City’s participation in the Silent

Page 3 of 5



Witness Imitative is based upon a recommendation by the Women’s Advisory Board
recommendation. Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence Awareness and

Prevention is a priority issue of the Board and part of the workplan.

As part of the month’s activities, the City will also join national and local organizations in
participating in the “Purple Day” campaign, a social media action day to be held on
October 17" (the 3™ Thursday in October) urging people to flood social media with
pictures of themselves wearing purple to raise awareness about domestic violence and

work to end it.

The City will continue to highlight DV/IPV awareness in the LGBTQ+ community and other
affected constituencies such as people living with disabilities, seniors and youth. Newer
social marketing materials have been in development for use throughout the year, to
increase community awareness about all the various forms of domestic violence and
intimate partner violence including non-physical those who may be experiencing DV/IPV
or know someone who is can access resources, emotional and psychological, and how

to get help.
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Proposed Month Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence Awareness Month

2024 activities include:

e Lighting up City Hall and the City’s lanterns over Santa Monica Boulevard in the
color purple to recognize Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence
Awareness Month from October 1-20, 2024 and

e Issue a proclamation

e Display the Silent Witness Initiative Exhibit at various locations during the month;

and

e Promote and participate in the “Purple Thursday” campaign, on October 17, 2024

by sharing messages on social media; and

e Share social media, digital and print materials focused on three key areas:
‘Factoids” as in facts about the impacts of DV/IPV on LGBTQ+ people,
messaging defining intimate partner violence and the warning signs of

emotional/psychological abuse; and

e Highlight resources and disseminate information regarding domestic violence and

intimate partner violence on the City’s website, public facilities and meetings.
e Promote awareness and prevention activities by the City’s agency partners

e Host an educational awareness event/activity to be determined.
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MINUTES
WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD

THURSDAY, JULY 24, 2025
7:00 PM

West Hollywood City Hall
1st Floor Community Conference Room
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard
West Hollywood, California 90069

. CALL TO ORDER: The Women’s Advisory Board Meeting was called to order by
Vice Chair Torok at 7:14 PM.

. LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT: Read by Vice Chair Torok.
. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Vice Chair Torok.
. ROLL CALL:

a. PRESENT: Vice Chair Torok, Boardmember Wilbourne, Boardmember Paige,
Boardmember Thomas, Boardmember de Silva, Boardmember Sebastian

b. ABSENT: Boardmember Lane
c. PRESENT: Staff Liaison: Larissa Fooks
Recording Secretary: Tatyana Rodzinek

. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
Approval of the regular meeting agenda for July 24, 2025. Motion by Member De
Silva, seconded by Member Sebastian and approved by a roll call vote.

. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
Approval of the minutes from May 22, June 26, 2025. Motion by Member Sebastian,
seconded by Vice Chair Torok and approved by a roll call vote. Member Thomas
abstained from voting for the minutes from May 22 (started June 26), Member De
Silva abstained from voting for both minutes (absent at both meetings)

. PUBLIC COMMENT:
Karen Eyres spoke about the final selections of the Social Services providers by
Human Services Commission.

. NEW BUSINESS

A.ELECTION OF BOARD OFFICERS
Annual election of the Board’s chair and vice chair was conducted by Lulu
Morales the Assistant City Clerk.
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ACTION: Member Torok was elected a Chair, Member De Silva - a Vice
Chair

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.

WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY

The Board continued the planning process for the City’s annual commemoration
of Women’s Equality Day to be held on August 24 honoring the anniversary of
women winning the right to vote in the United States and the continuing efforts
for gender equality. The Board discussed the framework for the event to include
film content, a panel discussion and interactive conversation with attendees led
by the Board about important issues affecting women in the community.
ACTION: Motion by member Sebastian to call the event a Table Talk Brunch:
Women and What’s Next, seconded by member Thomas, motion passed by a
roll call vote.

. BOARD OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The board discussed on-going opportunities at various City events to help
promote awareness and education information about women’s health
ACTION: No action taken

MENOPAUSE AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

The Board continued discussion about ways to increase menopause awareness,
education and the availability of resources in the community.

ACTION: No Action taken.

ENDOMETRIOSIS AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

The Board continued discussion about ways to increase awareness, education
and the availability of resources in the community and the impact of the disease.
ACTION: Vice Chair De Silva made a motion to recognize and incorporate this
element of educational campaign into a Women’s Health Symposium as part of
the Women'’s History Month and the board will partner on the screening of the
film, seconded by Chair Torok. Motion passed by a roll call vote.

E. WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD WORKPLAN

The board reviewed the current plan

ACTION: Vice Chair De Silva made a motion to include a Women’s Health
Symposium as part of the Women’s History Month kickoff event and to establish
a subcommittee to organize it., seconded by Chair Torok. Motion passed by a
roll call vote.

10. SUBCOMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS:

1. ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA COMMISSIONS FOR WOMEN, ACCW
ACTION: The board received the report, no action taken
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2. LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY SUBCOMMITTE
ACTION: The board received the report, no action taken

11. PUBLIC COMMENT:
There were no public comments

12. ITEMS FROM THE BOARD:
There were no items from the board

13. ITEMS FROM STAFF:
There were no items from staff.

14. ADJOURNMENT:
The Women’s Advisory Board adjourned at 9:16 p.m., to their next regular monthly
meeting, which will be held on Thursday, August 28, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at West

Hollywood City Hall, 1st Floor Community Conference Room at 8300 Santa Monica
Blvd., West Hollywood, CA 90069.
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