CITY CLERK’S RECORD OF MEETING

City Council Pride Subcommittee
September 4, 2024

Present: Mayor Erickson, Vice Mayor Byers, Event Services Manager, Cleo Smith, Event
Services Supervisor, Megan Reath, Event Services Coordinator, Kerry McCormack, and
Assistant City Clerk, Lulu Morales.

The meeting was called to order at 3:06 p.m.

Mayor Erickson read the Land Acknowledgement.

Public Comment

There were no speakers wishing to speak.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS - ITEM 3.A WEHO PRIDE 2024

Kerry McCormack lead Event Services Coordinator for WeHo Pride, presented a post-
event report on the 2024 WeHo Pride weekend, which took place from May 31 to June 2.
The event featured familiar programming, including a free Friday night concert headlined
by Adam Lambert and Kesha, drawing over 8,500 attendees, and a vibrant Street Fair
with over 100 booths and live performances. The OutLoud Music Festival headlined by
Janelle Monae and Kylie Minogue attracted around 33,000 guests. Additional
programming included the Women’s Freedom Festival, Dyke March, and a Pride Parade
with over 100 contingents, honoring Cyndi Lauper and featuring Cal Penn and Kehlani.
The City also supported LGBTQ+ programming through grants to 14 community groups,
emphasizing diversity and inclusion. Over 40 nonprofit LGBTQ+ organizations were
provided free booth space. Staff acknowledged feedback calling for improvements to the
community group program and plans to bring recommendations to City Council in
September. The meeting invited the subcommittee’s feedback on both the 2024 event
and plans for 2025.

Vice Mayor Byers expressed enthusiasm and gratitude for the success of the 2024 WeHo
Pride event, highlighting the unique community-focused footprint that allows attendees to
engage with local businesses and experience a true street fair atmosphere. She shared
praise from residents who appreciated the inclusive and accessible layout, contrasting it
positively with other regional Pride events. Vice Mayor Byers also thanked staff for
implementing previous suggestions, particularly the addition of water stations, though she
emphasized the continued need for more free water access and shade throughout the
grounds. She advocated for streaming Friday night’s concert to expand accessibility and
suggested more Friday night Boulevard activations to engage those without festival
tickets. She also recommended early outreach to businesses for 2025 to encourage
creative participation and sought more information on Pride’s economic impact, potential
future studies, business feedback, and transportation coordination. She praised public
safety efforts and expressed interest in communication metrics and media highlights to
celebrate the event’s reach and success.



Mayor Erickson reflected fondly on what would be their final Pride Subcommittee meeting,
commending staff for the remarkable evolution of WeHo Pride from its modest beginnings
in 2021 to the vibrant, large-scale event it has become. He praised the event’'s community-
driven feel, strong layout, and positive reception, particularly noting excitement around
Kylie Minogue’s appearance. Key areas for future improvement included enhancing booth
security (possibly through clearer communication or overnight coverage), exploring the
feasibility of designated protest zones to better manage aggressive demonstrators, and
expanding access to free water to prevent dehydration. He appreciated the secure
backstage environment, especially during high-attendance moments, and supported the
idea of early outreach to businesses and residents through mailers. Mayor Erickson
expressed interest in future economic impact studies and endorsed transportation
suggestions made by the Vice Mayor. Overall, he was impressed by the event’s execution
and the joy it brought to the community.

Additionally, Mayor Erickson expressed frustration with the LA Pride Parade, citing long
wait times and feeling sidelined, and suggested the city discontinue participation. If the
city does continue, he recommended shifting involvement to board and commission
members or others who didn’t have space in the WeHo Pride float, to ease pressure on
Councilmembers. Vice Mayor Byers added that City cultural figures, like the drag laureate,
could also be highlighted in future participation to further reduce council involvement. Staff
acknowledged the feedback and shared that the September 16th meeting will include
recommendations to reevaluate the City's participation in LA Pride, as well as a potential
amendment to JJLA’s contract, which is concluding its third year. Regarding economic
impact, staff noted the upcoming report will include anecdotal data from a business survey,
but a full quantitative study would require City Council direction. The subcommittee
agreed to recommend an economic impact study to the full Council as part of the
September 16th agenda.

ITEMS FROM SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Vice Mayor Byers shared that during the Australian Consulate’s Pride celebration, she
learned from Long Beach Pride organizers about efforts to coordinate a statewide
California contingent for the upcoming World Pride event. She emphasized the
importance of West Hollywood being part of that conversation. Staff acknowledged the
comment and confirmed that the upcoming recommendation for the September 16th
meeting already includes language that would allow the City to explore and participate in
broader Pride efforts, including World Pride.

ITEMS FROM STAFF: None.

The meeting adjourned at 3:31 p.m.

L rlse Poratloa

Lulu Morales, Assistant City Clerk




