CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2025
PLUMMER PARK - ROOMS 5 & 6
7377 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD
6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER/ ROLL CALL: Chair Nash called the meeting to order at
6:00 pm.

PRESENT: Board Member Semonco
Board Member Smith
Board Member Watts
Vice Chair Leathem
Chair Nash

ABSENT: Board Member Dore
Board Member Green

ALSO Isaac Arredondo, Social Services Program Administrator
PRESENT: Michelle Liberman, Social Services Program Administrator
Joyce Britton, Recording Secretary

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Board Member Watts led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The Disabilities Advisory Board approved the meeting agenda for August 27,
2025, unanimously, by roll call vote.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Disabilities Advisory Board is approved the minutes of the July 23, 2025,
meeting unanimously by roll call vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mikie Friedman, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOQOD congratulated Chair Nash
and voiced concerns about the City’s expansion of the scooter program and
prioritization of bike lanes over sidewalk ADA compliance. She also nominated
a late community member for a posthumous.

George Nickle, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD liaison from the Public Safety

Commission, introduced himself and offered collaboration on overlapping
issues.

ITEM 4



Stephanie Harker, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD raised concerns about
scooter and bike programs impacting pedestrian safety and ADA access. She
urged the Board to oppose further expansion until sidewalks are addressed.

Joseph Green, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD submitted a written comment,
which included ongoing DAB award nominations, October’s Health & Wellness
Event, and raised concerns about securing enough Russian-speaking
volunteers for outreach.

A.

CONSENT CALENDAR: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD INPUT ON EMERGENCY
PREPARDNESS

The Disabilities Advisory Board shared input with Anita Shandi, Public
Safety Manager, which included the need for stronger neighborhood-
level preparedness, better communication tools, and inclusion of
resources for people with disabilities in evacuation and supply planning.

Several community members provided public comment and emphasized
the need for clear communication during emergencies, inclusion of
evacuation routes and modes, pet supplies, outreach to elderly
neighbors, and the potential adoption of a fire alert app like Watch Duty
for West Hollywood.

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A.

UPDATE ON THE HOLLOWAY INTERIM HOUSING PROGRAM

The Disabilities Advisory Board received an update from Francisco
Gomez, Acting Strategic Initiatives Supervisor, on the Holloway Interim
Housing Program, a key part of the City’s Plan to Address
Homelessness.

Board Members praised the program and the allowance for pets/service
animals, and asked questions about client eligibility, outreach to
chronically unhoused residents, and long-term sustainability.

WEST HOLLYWOOD CARE TEAM PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Disabilities Advisory Board received an overview from Giovani
Godoy, West Hollywood Care Team Director, on the West Hollywood
Care Team, a 24/7 mobile behavioral health program.

Board Members expressed strong support for the team, discussed
response times and referral pathways, and recommended closer



collaboration with interim housing and social service providers.
9. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

Board Member Semonco attended Women'’s Equality Day and shared
reflections on a panel highlighting women’s empowerment.

Board Member Watts attended the Older Adults Advisory Board, where
updates from the Senior Center and clarification on City meeting minutes were
provided. He also requested adjournment in memory of Judge Caprio.

Board Member Smith attended National Night Out and a County Commission
on Disabilities focus group, noting upcoming restructuring and concerns over
service overlaps.

Vice Chair Leathem reported on the Public Facilities & Recreation
Commission, which reviewed recreation programs and received updates on the
Fountain Streetscape Project.

Chair Nash thanked staff and board members for their support in his new role
and raised concerns about scooters creating safety issues for wheelchair
users, suggesting stronger advocacy to City Council.

10. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

11. ITEMS FROM STAFF

Staff announced that City Council approved an initiative to support community
members impacted by federal immigration actions, including food, rental, and

legal assistance services. Community members can call the Human Services

Division at 323-848-6510 for support.

12. ADJOURNMENT
The Disabilities Advisory Board adjourned at 7:43 PM in memory of Judge Frank
Caprio to its next Regular Meeting on Wednesday, September 24, 2025, at 6:00
pm at the Plummer Park Community Center, Rooms 5 & 6.

APPROVED BY A MOTION OF THE DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD ON THIS 24t

DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2025.

DAVID NASH,
CHAIRPERSON



ATTEST:

STAFF LIAISON

A copy of the audio recording of this meeting can be obtained from the City Clerk’s office
upon request.

(Disclaimer: Staff records the meetings for the sole purpose of composing the official
meeting minutes; therefore, the recordings are not of commercial quality.)
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