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HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION OCTOBER 14, 2025 

NEW BUSINESS  

SUBJECT: PAUL ANDREW STARKE WARRIOR AWARDS 

PREPARED BY: HUMAN SERVICES & RENT STABILIZATION DEPARTMENT 

(Teree Carter, Human Services Manager) 
(Derek Murray, Social Services Supervisor) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: 

The Human Services Commission will receive a report on the Paul Andrew Starke Warrior 

Awards. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Receive and discuss. 

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS: 

World AIDS Day is observed internationally to raise awareness and show solidarity for 

people living with HIV/AIDS. The City of West Hollywood recognizes the occasion through 

the Paul Andrew Starke Warrior Awards. These awards recognize employees and 

volunteers from local organizations who provide care, support, and prevention services 

to people living with or at risk of HIV. 

The 2025 Warrior Awards will be hosted by the City’s Human Services Commission and 

will include a plaque presentation ceremony. The event is scheduled for December 10, 

2025, in the City Council Chambers. A reception will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed by the 

program at 6:00 p.m. 

The nomination process for the Paul Andrew Starke Warrior Awards is open to agency 

partners that participate in the HIV/Substance Use Prevention Providers Collaborative. 

Nominations open each year in September, and each agency may submit one nominee 

from within their respective organization for the award. After submission, staff review the 

nominations for completeness and then present the list of honorees at the next Human 

Services Commission meeting.  
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This year brings an additional new opportunity for the Human Services Commission to 

engage in the Paul Andrew Starke Warrior Awards. For the first time, Commissioners will 

not only present the awards but also be personally connected to the honorees they 

recognize. After nominees have been reviewed and selected, each Commissioner will be 

paired with an honoree. Staff will facilitate introductions, giving Commissioners the 

chance to hear their honoree’s story and learn more about their impact on the community. 

In the weeks leading up to the event, Commissioners will connect with their honoree to 

prepare personalized remarks for the ceremony. This new approach creates a more 

meaningful celebration, honors achievements in a deeper way, and strengthens the 

Commission’s connection to the organizations providing vital services to the West 

Hollywood community. 

City staff will be responsible for event logistics. Tasks include event promotion, reserving 

the Council Chambers, coordinating with agency staff regarding honorees, and working 

with City Council support staff as needed. Staff will also manage the run-of-show, arrange 

for refreshments, provide technical support, and ensure on-site assistance during the 

event. 

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY: 
HUMAN SERVICES & RENT STABILIZATION DEPT / HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION 




