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CITY COUNCIL JUNE 9, 2025 
NEW BUSINESS       
 

SUBJECT: SACRAMENTO LEGISLATIVE ACTION DAY FOR APPOINTED 

OFFICIALS  

INITIATED BY:        COUNCILMEMBER JOHN M. ERICKSON 
           MAYOR CHELSEA LEE BYERS 

    
PREPARED BY:      COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Yvonne Quarker, Director of Community Services 
Andi Lovano, Community & Legislative Affairs Manager 
Jennifer Del Toro, Community & Legislative Affairs Supervisor 

______________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: 

The City Council will consider directing staff to organize a Legislative Action Day in 

Sacramento to take place during the 2026 Legislative Session. This will be an opportunity 

for representatives of the City’s Advisory Boards and Commissions to meet with 

legislators and legislative staff, and advocate for issues and legislation of significance to 

the City and to their specific Advisory Board and Commission. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

1) Direct staff to organize a Legislative Action Day in Sacramento for representatives 

of the Advisory Boards and Commissions. 

2) Direct staff liaisons to work with the Advisory Boards and Commissions to appoint 

one delegate from each Advisory Board and Commission to attend the trip to 

Sacramento and one alternate if the delegate is unable to attend. 

3) Authorize the Director of Finance & Technology Services to allocate up to $15,000 

from budgeted funds in the Fiscal Year 2026 Special Council Programs account 

number 100-1-01-00-531001 for costs associated for this trip for up to 16 

appointed officials and support staff. 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 

Since the City of West Hollywood was founded, it has prioritized advocating for issues 
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and policies to help advance the City’s core values and improve the quality of life for 

residents and businesses. With the assistance of a City lobbyist, the City has monitored 

federal and state legislation, engaged in advocacy efforts to advance the City’s interests 

in Sacramento and Washington, DC., and partnered with statewide and national 

organizations to advance the City’s legislative priorities. Because of West Hollywood’s 

history, culture, and community, it has been a leader on issues related to LGBTQ+ 

equality, a strong and pioneering advocate for funding and compassionate services for 

people living with HIV/AIDS and other social services, and an advocate for protecting 

women’s right to choose and reproductive freedom. In addition, the City has a long track 

record of advocating for humane and compassionate policies for individuals with 

disabilities, for relevant support services for seniors and supporting immigrants from the 

former Soviet Union and others who may seek to make West Hollywood home. West 

Hollywood is unique as a municipal government because of these progressive goals and 

proactive efforts to advance equity and inclusion.  

Currently, the City has 16 Advisory Boards and Commissions, which at times have 

provided recommendations to the City Council on programs and policies related to their 

specific constituencies. These bodies have also reviewed legislation being tracked by the 

City’s legislative affairs staff and have, on occasion, submitted recommendations to the 

City Council on bills to support or oppose. During this current legislative session, the City’s 

Governmental Affairs Liaison has met with various Advisory Boards and Commissions in 

legislative subcommittees or at regular meetings. Appointed Officials have expressed a 

continued interest in learning about and participating in the legislative process on behalf 

of the City.  

During the 2024 Legislative Session, the City hosted the inaugural Sacramento 

Legislative Action Day which included six delegates representing various Advisory 

Boards, plus the Mayor and Vice Mayor, City Manager, and support staff. Participants 

shared positive feedback about the experience, and hoped that additional opportunities 

would be available for similar trips in the future. Additional Board and Commission 

members have since expressed interest in participating. 

This item provides direction for staff to organize a second Sacramento Legislative Action 
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Day for Appointed Officials, expanding participation to include one delegate from each 

Advisory Board and Commission. The event will provide an opportunity for appointed 

officials to travel to Sacramento with City staff, engage with legislators and their staff, and 

discuss topics and policies relevant to the City’s diverse constituencies. The trip will be 

scheduled to align with the 2026 Legislative Session. Depending on the bills under 

consideration at the time of the trip, the meetings may include advocating on particular 

bills of relevance, or on general topics of interest to the City. 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 

This item has a medium impact on staff time and current departmental workplans. The 

coordination will be managed by the Community and Legislative Affairs Division in 

coordination with staff liaisons assigned to the City’s Advisory Boards and Commissions. 

CONFORMANCE WITH VISION 2020 AND THE GOALS OF THE WEST HOLLYWOOD 

GENERAL PLAN: 

This item is consistent with the Primary Strategic Goal(s) (PSG) and/or Ongoing Strategic 

Program(s) (OSP) of: 

• OSP-6: Value and Encourage our Broad Diversity of Cultures. 

• OSP-11: Community Education. 

In addition, this item is compliant with the following goal(s) of the West Hollywood General 

Plan: 

• HS-1: Maintain and pursue humane social policies and social services that address the 

needs of the community. 

• HS-3: Promote a community with strong social networks and cross-cultural interaction. 

EVALUATION PROCESSES: 

Staff will collect feedback from the participating appointed officials to determine the level 

of success of the trip and, if it were to be continued in the future, how it could be improved. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND HEALTH: 

N/A 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: 

Following this trip, Appointed Officials who participated in the Sacramento Legislative 

Action Day will be asked to share their experiences and key takeaways at a future regular 

meeting of their respective Advisory Board or Commission. This will help foster broader 

engagement and encourage continued participation in the City’s legislative advocacy 

efforts. 

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY: 

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT/ COMMUNITY & LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

DIVISION 

CITY COUNCIL INITIATIVE CATEGORY: 

LEGISLATIVE & RESOLUTIONS

FISCAL IMPACT:   

The total fiscal impact for this item is $15,000, which will be allocated from next fiscal 

year’s budget in Account Number 100-1-01-00-531001. The funding will be used to cover 

the travel costs for the Advisory Board members, Commissioners, and City staff leading 

the trip, including airfare, hotel, and transportation to and from the airport. 

AMOUNT DESCRIPTION 

$15,000 This item requests budgeted Special Council Program Funds. 
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ATTACHMENT:  

None. 
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