CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD
MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2025
PLUMMER PARK - ROOMS 5 & 6
7377 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD
6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER/ ROLL CALL: Chair Nash called the meeting to order at
6:00 pm.

PRESENT: Board Member Dore
Board Member Semonco
Board Member Watts
Vice Chair Leathem
Chair Nash

ABSENT: Board Member Green
Board Member Smith

ALSO Isaac Arredondo, Social Services Program Administrator
PRESENT: Michelle Liberman, Social Services Program Administrator
Joyce Britton, Recording Secretary

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Board Member Watts led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The Disabilities Advisory Board approved the meeting agenda for September
24, 2025 unanimously by roll call vote. Motioned by Board Member Dore,
seconded by Vice Chair Leathem.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Disabilities Advisory Board approved the minutes of the August 27, 2025, meeting
unanimously by roll call vote. Motioned by Board Member Dore, seconded by
Vice Chair Leathem.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Wendy Goldman, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, urged the Board to address
pedestrian safety, suggested inviting Lime to a future meeting, and presented a
petition from Larrabee Street residents requesting traffic calming.

Dan Wentzel, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, Transportation and Mobility

Commission liaison, invited the Board to attend meetings, highlighted the On-
Call Transportation Program, and shared a Metro Commission update.

ITEM 4



Stephanie Harker, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, raised concerns about the
land acknowledgement read at meetings, suggested renaming Santa Monica
Blvd. to honor Indigenous people, and expressed issues with the bike lane
project and ADA non-compliant sidewalks.

***Board Member Semonco arrived at 6:12 pm.

George Nickle, liaison from the Public Safety Commission, introduced himself,
highlighted an upcoming Commission presentation on the Neighborhood
Watch program, and noted its connection to community engagement such as
National Night Out.

Karen Eyres, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, Human Services Commission
liaison, praised staff for completing Human Services contracts and noted
upcoming Public Safety Commission updates on Block by Block.

Joseph Green, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, submitted written comment
noting attendance at the LGBTQ+ Commission and the Public Facilities
Commission tour, while also reporting that the Transgender Advisory Board did
not meet. He expressed anticipation for the upcoming English and Russian
versions of the Disabilities Health and Wellness flyer.

CONSENT CALENDAR: None
NEW BUSINESS:

A. DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH NOMINATION SELECTION
The Board selected the recipients of the 2025 Disability Service Awards:

e Individual Award: Stephen David Simon; Adrienne Omansky recognized
posthumously

o Nonprofit Award: Norton’s Necessities of Life Program (NOLP)

o Media Award: WeHoOnline.com
Business Award: No nominations received

Louise Smith, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, submitted written
comment in support of the Disabilities Award nominee’s, Adrienne
Omansky for the posthumous Individual Award, Weho Online for the
Media Award, and the Necessities of Life Program for the Nonprofit award.

Regarding the calendar vote: Board Member Semonco abstained
because she did not have a preference regarding the meeting dates.
Board Member Watts abstained as he suggested June might be a good
month to take off due to PRIDE; however, since the majority voted
otherwise, he chose to abstain.

B. 2026 DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE



10.

11.

The Disabilities Advisory Board received and approved the proposed
meeting dates, times, and locations for the 2026 calendar year. The item
passed on a 3-2 vote, with Board Member Dore, Vice Chair Leathem,
and Chair Nash voting in favor, noting Board Members Watts and
Semonco abstained.

ACTION: Received, reviewed and approved by a vote of 3-2.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

Board Member Dore invited the Board and community to attend the Holloway
Interim Housing Program Community Open House on Tuesday, September 30,
at 5:30 p.m. at 8464 Holloway Dr.

Board Member Watts raised concerns about sidewalk mobility issues caused
by tree roots, hedges, scooters, and fire hydrants, and adjourned in memory of
John Mulcrone.

Board Member Semonco reported attending the Women'’s Advisory Board
meeting and invited their members to the upcoming Health Fair.

Vice Chair Leathem described an incident involving a delivery robot and a
mobility scooter user, stressing the need to address hazards facing people with
disabilities.

Chair Nash cited an ABC News report of a delivery robot injuring a person with
cerebral palsy and reiterated concerns about enforcement.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Wendy Goldman, West Hollywood, urged the Board to invite Lyme to a future
meeting and noted her petition on traffic calming for Larrabee Street.

Magnus Mann, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, commented on the meeting
schedule and warned of upcoming Medicaid cuts.

ITEMS FROM STAFF

o Staff discussed the upcoming televised meeting and recommended that
Board Member comments highlight City programs and services supporting
people with disabilities.

e Staff encouraged the Board to utilize public comment periods at the Public
Safety Commission, Transportation and Mobility Commission, and City
Council meetings to share feedback and raise concerns regarding the
approval of the expansion of the robot delivery program and issues related
to scooters.

e Staff announced that City Council will proclaim October as Disabilities



awareness Month on October 6 at 6:00 p.m. and invited the full Board to
attend and accept the proclamation.

12. ADJOURNMENT
The Disabilities Advisory Board adjourned in memory of John Mulcrone at 7:38
pm to its next Regular Meeting on Wednesday, October 22, 2025, at 6:00 pm at
the West Hollywood Library, City Council Chambers, 625 N. San Vicente Blvd.,
West Hollywood, CA 90069.

APPROVED BY A MOTION OF THE DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD ON THIS 22NP

DAY OF OCTOBER, 2025.

DAVID NASH,
CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:

STAFF LIAISON

A copy of the audio recording of this meeting can be obtained from the City Clerk’s office
upon request.

(Disclaimer: Staff records the meetings for the sole purpose of composing the official
meeting minutes; therefore, the recordings are not of commercial quality.)
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