CITY CLERK’S RECORD OF MEETING

City Council Pride Subcommittee
February 24, 2023

Present: Mayor Shyne, Mayor Pro Tempore Erickson, Yvonne Quarker, Danny Rivas, Cleo Smith,
Megan Reath, Kerry McCormack, Lulu Morales, and Melissa Crowder.

The meeting was called to order at 3:10 p.m.
Mayor Shyne read the Land Acknowledgement.

UPDATE ON WEHO PRIDE 2023

Megan Reath, Event Services Supervisor, along with staff members Carrie McCormick, Cleo Smith,
Yvonne Corker, and Danny Rivas, provided an update on the planning progress for WeHo Pride,
which was scheduled to take place from Friday, June 2nd, through Sunday, June 4th. The City
Council had approved the closure of Santa Monica Boulevard, from La Cienega to Doheny, to
serve as the venue for the WeHo Pride Street Fair. Following that decision, staff met with public
safety partners and JILA, the City’s event producer, to finalize details for the closure. The main
program space was planned to be between Palm and La Peer, featuring at least one stage, vendor
and exhibitor booths, sponsor activations, and possible carnival-style amusements similar to
those from the previous year. The exact closure hours were still being finalized, with plans for
extensive outreach to notify and support affected residents and businesses. Staff and JJLA
announced that a new WeHo Pride website would soon launch to serve as the central hub for
event information. The site was expected to include applications for vendors, sponsors,
performers, and parade participants, as well as updates on related events under the larger WeHo
Pride umbrella, such as the Arts Festival. Applications for community groups seeking funding to
host independent Pride-related events were already open through March 24th. Last year, over
$100,000 in funding had been awarded to nearly 20 organizations, and staff anticipated even
greater participation this year. Additional programming updates included collaborations with the
Elle Project on the Women’s Freedom Festival and the Rainbow Family Day Picnic. The Women'’s
Freedom Festival was scheduled for Saturday, June 3rd, on the community stage, with plans to
coordinate with the Dyke March later that evening. The Out Loud Raising Voices concert in West
Hollywood Park had announced its lineup for June 3rd and 4th, with tickets available for purchase.
The City Council also directed the inclusion of a free community concert on Friday night at West
Hollywood Park. Staff reported ongoing coordination with JILA on this event and anticipated
sharing more details soon.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Catherine Eng inquired about cannabis-related events during Pride.



SUBCOMMITTEE DISCUSSION:

Mayor Pro Tem Erickson requested future clarification on cannabis activations during Pride,
noting past issues with unpermitted pop-ups and suggesting better coordination to identify
sanctioned locations. He also requested outreach to Marna Deitch and the Motorcycle
Contingent for Equality to ensure their inclusion in upcoming discussions about the Dyke March,
which was likely moving to Saturday. Staff confirmed coordination efforts were underway and
that timing would be aligned with the Women’s Freedom Festival and other Saturday
programming.

Mayor Shyne emphasized coordinating logistics with staff to prevent scheduling conflicts
between the Dyke March and Council commitments during Pride events.

Staff provided an update on the City’s participation in the upcoming LA Pride Parade, scheduled
for Sunday, June 11, the weekend following WeHo Pride. Both the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem
expressed support for continued participation, recommending prioritizing seats for members of
the LGBTQ+ Commission and the Transgender Advisory Board (TAB). Discussion followed about
modernizing the City’s parade float, including the potential addition of a DJ such as DJ Claudette
or DJ Breger.

Mayor Pro Tem Erickson also requested that communication regarding board and commission
participation be sent early to avoid last-minute confusion. Staff confirmed they were
coordinating with the City Clerk’s Office to finalize float capacity and ensure timely outreach.

The meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

L 1l Woralea

Lulu Morales, Assistant City Clerk

THESE INFORMATIONAL NOTES ARE PREPARED BY THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE AND ARE NOT
APPROVED BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE.



