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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

Monday, April 27, 2026
6:00 P.M.

West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room - Council Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD HAS ADOPTED BRIEF SUMMARY AND ACTION MEETING MINUTES, WHICH PROVIDE A
SUMMARY OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN AND POINTS OF DISCUSSION ONLY. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR INDIVIDUAL
DISCUSSIONS REGARDING ANY ITEM SUMMARIZED IN THESE MINUTES MAY BE OBTAINED BY VIEWING THE ARCHIVED
VIDEOS OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MEETINGS AT www.weho.org/wehotv.

1) CALL TO ORDER

Chair Harrison called the meeting to order at 6:06 P.M.
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Hallman led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Eng
Commissioner Hallman
Commissioner Pilarski
Commissioner Post
Commissioner Winick
Vice Chair Blau

Chair Harrison

Commissioners Absent:


http://www.weho.org/wehotv
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4)

5)

6)

None
Others Present:

Danny Rivas, City Community Safety Director; Anita Shandi, City Public Safety
Manager; Jessica Anukam, City Public Safety Specialist; Battalion Chief Munoz, Los
Angeles County Fire Department; Valerie Chavez, General Manager; Jackie
Hernandez, Assistant Account Manager, Allied Universal Security Services;
Lieutenant Ashley Turner, Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ACTION: Approve the agenda of April 27, 2026.

A motion was made by Vice Chair Blau, seconded by Commissioner Post, and
approved by the Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
ACTION: Approve the minutes of March 23, 2026.

A motion was made by Commissioner Pilarski, seconded by Commissioner
Hallman, and approved by the Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Yola Dore, a West Hollywood resident, expressed concern that proposals for
additional technological assistance to prevent crime may not be fully supported by the
City Council.

Katheryne “KTee” Thomas, a West Hollywood resident, provided updates on behalf
of the City’s Women’s Advisory Board, thanked those who participated in recent
events, and shared information on upcoming events for Women’s History Month and
Sexual Violence Awareness Month.

Louise Smith, a West Hollywood resident and liaison from the Disabilities Advisory
Board, expressed concerns regarding sidewalk safety.

Edd Holman, a West Hollywood resident, expressed concerns regarding a recent
break-in. He also spoke about an individual causing ongoing public disturbances and
requested assistance in addressing the situation.

Stephanie Harker, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about recent public safety
incidents in the community and shared her related concerns.
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7

8)

Helen Krieger, a West Hollywood resident and liaison from the Transportation and
Mobility Commission, provided updates on bike month and delivery robots, and shared
upcoming events with the City’s Transportation and Mobility Division.

Jonathan Wilson, a West Hollywood resident, expressed concerns about recent public
safety incidents and mentioned the role and use of data and technology in efforts to
address crime.

Wendy Goldman, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about attending the funeral of a
prominent community activist, noted ongoing efforts to improve streets on Sunset
Boulevard, and emphasized the need for continued attention to public safety.

Steve Martin, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about catalytic converter theft and
expressed the need for attention to public safety on the east side of the City.

Vicktor Omelczenko, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about the upcoming City
budget subcommittee meeting and urged the Commission to prioritize public safety
items for consideration by the City Council during the budget process.

Nik Roybal, a West Hollywood resident, read a poem to the Commission and shared
his concerns about public safety issues in the City.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS

8A. LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Chief Munoz presented the March Fire Report, including totals for fire responses,
medical calls, hazardous materials and conditions, rescue calls, service responses,
and good intent calls, as well as calls involving unhoused individuals, with year-over-
year comparisons for fire calls.

Members of the Commission asked questions about fire alarm installations with the
American Red Cross, reminders about carbon monoxide detectors, the increase in
medical calls, the decrease in good-intent calls, outcomes related to calls involving
unhoused individuals, and inquired about surrounding rubbish fires.

Victor Omelczenko, a West Hollywood resident, expressed concerns about fire safety
in relation to the proposed new development in the City.

Chief Munoz and Manager Shandi responded to all the Commission's questions and
comments.
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8B. SECURITY AMBASSADOR PROGRAM MONTHLY REPORT

Manager Chavez presented the March Security Ambassador Monthly Report and
provided updates and comparisons to the prior year which included hospitality
assistance interactions, business contacts, unhoused contacts, calls for service,
safety escorts, improper scooter placements, Sheriff's assistance requests, EMS and
Fire assistance requests, and calls made to the Homeless Concern Line. She also
provided updates on average response time improvements, current staffing levels,
and training completion.

Members of the Commission asked questions regarding updates on bike patrols, the
distinction between calls and observations in reporting, the safety escort service,
confirmation of patrol boundaries, CARE Team response times experienced by
Security Ambassadors, de-escalation practices, and the roles of the City’s new
Community Safety Officers program.

Stephanie Harker, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about the safety of Security
Ambassadors and their role, and offered suggestions regarding their involvement with
scooters in the public right-of-way and rider activity in parks.

Manager Chavez and Manager Shandi responded to all the Commission's questions
and comments.

8C. LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT WEST HOLLYWOOD
STATION MONTHLY REPORT

Lieutenant Turner presented the Sheriffs March Report, including overviews of calls
for service, emergency responses, total arrests, and the Citywide percentage
breakdown of Part | and Part Il crimes. She also provided updates on recent
pickpocketing incidents, Mental Evaluation Team (MET) activity, and submissions to
the Sheriff's Online Reporting and Tracking System (SORTS). Additional remarks
included volunteer hours at the station, traffic and pedestrian statistics, accidents,
notable arrests, a recent traffic safety operation, increased patrols around nighttime
establishments, bait bike operations, preparations for upcoming Pride events, and
efforts to address recent public safety incidents.

Members of the Commission asked questions regarding recent highly publicized
shootings and fights, Flock Safety data, citation data, the distinction between special
operations and routine enforcement, Deputy staffing levels, and increases in assault
data. They also shared observations from a Sheriff's ride-along and discussed
requesting additional enforcement when needed. Additional inquiries included
updates on specific intersections and safety improvements along Sunset Boulevard,
including a potential crossing guard; how the Sheriff's Department uses Nixle to send
community notifications, hit-and-run incident reports, and public awareness efforts;
the drone policy; and addressing unlicensed street vendors.
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9)

Director Rivas provided clarification on Deputy staffing levels in relation to the contract
with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department and shared updates on the drone
policy and efforts to address unlicensed street vending.

Victor Omelczenko, a West Hollywood resident, inquired about the status of updates
on the traffic intersections raised by the Commission, expressed concerns about
recent public safety incidents and recommended increased Deputy staffing and
resources from the Sheriff's Department.

Stephanie Harker, a West Hollywood resident, asked about enforcement related to
unlicensed alcohol street vendors, requested more joint meetings between the Public
Safety Commission and the Transportation and Mobility Commission, and
emphasized that traffic safety is a shared responsibility, including pedestrians.

Steve Martin, a West Hollywood resident, offered suggestions regarding the
mentioned traffic intersections, recommended increased enforcement during the
summer, and urged law enforcement to consider what resources are utilized for crowd
control during demonstrations.

Lieutenant Turner and Director Rivas responded to all the Commission's questions
and comments.

8D. COMMISSION WORKPLAN

Manager Shandi presented the draft look-ahead Commission work plan, outlining
ongoing Commission items and the upcoming schedule.

The Commission inquired about the drone policy, recommended inviting the Hate
Crimes Bureau to present before the Commission in June and identifying dates to
include in the work plan, discussed the emergency response plan, and requested a
presentation from the Sheriff's Department on the booking process at the station.

Manager Shandi responded to all the Commission's questions and comments.
ITEMS FROM STAFF

Manager Shandi provided Public Safety Division updates, including the upcoming
Public Safety Awards Ceremony, recent American Red Cross shelter training, an
upcoming full-scale emergency response simulation exercise, and guidance on
accessing Commission materials, including agenda packets and reports.

Director Rivas provided updates on the Flock Safety camera program policy and the
drone policy and noted that the City’s proposed vendor for the City’'s Community
Safety Officer program will be presented to the City Council on June 15%. He also
discussed items related to the City’s budget period and provided information on
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mobility devices such as scooters and e-bikes, including fines for improper placement,
ADA concerns, and coordination with device vendors.

The Commission asked questions regarding penalties for mobility devices,
encouraged the community to use the City’s app to report improper scooter and
mobility device placement, and discussed how Security Ambassadors document and
relocate devices from the public right-of-way. They also inquired about vendor fees
and licensing requirements for operating in the City.

10) PUBLIC COMMENTS

Kyle Brazeal, a West Hollywood resident, expressed his views on the enforcement of
unlicensed street vendors and broader public safety concerns in the City. He also
voiced support for actions to ensure justice in connection with a recent incident
involving a community member on the street.

11) COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Hallman discussed a recent dog incident in the park and asked how
the City addresses related safety and enforcement issues. He provided feedback
about the four-way crosswalk in the Rainbow District and suggested increasing CARE
Team presence in areas with unhoused community members.

Commissioner Post expressed concern about recent public safety incidents and
supported efforts to address them. He recommended strengthening the City’s
approach to regulating non-lethal weapons, encouraging more timely public
communication during incidents, and emphasizing improvements in response times.

Commissioner Pilarski spoke about Sexual Assault Awareness Month and highlighted
the opening of new Metro lines.

Commissioner Eng requested updating the City’s Older Adult Advisory Board on fire
safety, expressed support for a community member involved in a recent incident, and
emphasized the importance of utilizing a range of public safety resources rather than
relying solely on police officers to address crime.

Vice Chair Blau addressed public safety incidents in the City and encouraged
community members to report incidents and look out for one another.

Chair Harrison spoke about recent public safety incidents in the City, shared his
participation in community outreach efforts for Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and
thanked everyone for their comments and participating during the meeting.

Manager Shandi responded to all the Commission's questions and comments.
12) ADJOURNMENT
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The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 9:09 P.M. to the next regularly scheduled
meeting on May 11, 2026.

DocuSigned by: DocuSigned by:
Public Safety"Commission Chair Public Safety Commission Secretary

Video and audio of this meeting can be obtained by Vvisiting,
https://iwww.weho.org/City-government/wehotv

(Disclaimer: Staff records the meetings for the sole purpose of composing the
official meeting minutes; therefore, the recordings are not of commercial quality.)
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