CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
DRAFTED MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2026
6:00 PM

PLUMMER PARK - ROOMS 5 & 6
7377 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Nash called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and Isaac
Arredondo read the Land Acknowledgement.

A.

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Boardmember Dore

Boardmember Green

Boardmember Semonco (arrived at 6:05pm)
Boardmember Smith

Chair Nash

ABSENT: Vice-Chair Leathem

ALSO

PRESENT:

Boardmember Watts

Isaac Arredondo, Social Services Program Administrator

Michelle Liberman, Social Services Program Administrator

Amy Valdepefia, Commission Secretary, Human Services Specialist

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Boardmember Dore, led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
The Disabilities Advisory Board is requested to approve the meeting
agenda for April 22, 2026.

ACTION: Motion to approve the meeting agenda by Boardmember Smith
and seconded by Boardmember Green and approved by roll call vote.
Noting the absence of Vice-Chair Leathem, Boardmember Watts and
Boardmember Semonco.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The Disabilities Advisory Board is requested to approve the minutes of
the March 25, 2026, meeting.

ACTION: Motion to approve the meeting minutes as amended by
Boardmember Dore and seconded by Boardmember Smith and
approved by roll call vote. Noting the absence of Vice- Chair Leathem,
Boardmember Watts and Boardmember Semonco.
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D.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

CONSENT CALENDAR: None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

A.

UPDATE TO THE OPEN SPACE ELEMENT OF THE CITY’S GENERAL
PLAN

The Disabilities Advisory Board received a presentation from Long
Range Planning Division staff Emily Rotman on the proposed update to
the General Plan Open Space Element. Board Members were provided
with an overview of the City’s approach to parks and open space
planning and offered feedback focused on accessibility and inclusive use
of parks, open spaces, and recreation facilities.

Boardmembers emphasized the importance of accessibility and inclusive
design, including ADA compliance, sensory-friendly features, and
equitable access for people with disabilities and underserved
communities. Additional discussion highlighted the need for improved
sidewalk conditions and connectivity to parks, clearer signage and
wayfinding, and enhanced safety measures. The Board also expressed
interest in expanding small-scale open spaces and ensuring that access
such as physical, sensory, and informational, remains a central priority in
future planning efforts.

ACTION: Received staff’'s presentation on the proposed Open Space
Element update and provided feedback focused on accessibility and
inclusive use of parks, open spaces, and recreation facilities.

EXCLUDED CONSENT: None.

ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS:

Boardmember Smith: Reported on the Disabilities Expo, noting increased
attendance and significant unmet needs among families with severely disabled
children. She highlighted concerns related to aging-in-place challenges,
sidewalk accessibility, and the need for improved accommodations such as
ASL interpretation and enhanced closed captioning at City meetings.

Boardmember Green: Reported that he attended the Transgender Advisory
Board meeting, LGBTQ+ Commission meeting, Rainbow Key Awards, and a
recent City Council meeting; the Public Facilities Commission meeting was
canceled. He also shared community resources, including Red Cross smoke
alarm installations scheduled for May 9, SEEFest screenings at the Sunset
Screening Room (free for West Hollywood residents, for more information call
213-290-5453), a Pilates class at the West Hollywood Pool at 9 a.m. on
Thursday, and rental assistance programs available through City Hall, where
staff can connect residents to partner agencies.
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Boardmember Dore: Provided updates from the Human Services
Commission, including discussions on homelessness, rental assistance, and
public transportation. She noted that the Commission will hold a televised
meeting on May 12 in Council Chambers. She also shared that the Public
Safety Commission meeting will take place on Monday, April 27 at 6 p.m. in
Council Chambers, and highlighted April as Emergency Preparedness Month,
encouraging all to participate or listen in. Additionally, she emphasized that the
Disabilities Advisory Board has not yet received comprehensive information on
emergency preparedness for people with disabilities.

Chair Nash: Announced the Older Adults Month Community Health Fair and
Art Showcase at the Plummer Park Community Center on May 7 from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., noting its similarities to the Disabilities Advisory Board’s Health Fair in
October and highlighting the event as a remarkable community resource. He
also raised ongoing concerns regarding sidewalk conditions and accessibility
barriers, including obstructions that impact safe navigation. Chair Nash
emphasized the need for stronger coordination across departments and
improved follow-up to address accessibility issues within City infrastructure and
services.

ITEMS FROM STAFF:

Isaac Arredondo provided staff updates on the Ability Expo and related
resources, noting that flyers and brochures were made available for Board
Members to review and request. He informed the Board that PRIDE is
approaching and encouraged members to look out for upcoming email
communications. He also shared that staff will be coordinating with the
subcommittee to schedule future meetings. In recognition of Older Adults
Month, he reported that the City will host the 21st Annual Older Adults Service
Awards on May 6 at 2 p.m. in Council Chambers, and the Older Adult
Community Health Fair and Art Showcase on May 7 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Plummer Park Community Center. Lastly the Strategic Streetscape
symposium, will be held on Saturday, April 25" at 10am at Chambers.

Michelle Liberman provided an overview of the process for bringing items to
other City boards and commissions, noting that members may speak
individually as residents but not on behalf of the Board. She clarified that formal
Board positions require a majority vote, allowing designated liaisons to
advocate on behalf of the full Board.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

JONATHAN WILSON, WEST HOLLYWOOD: Shared personal experiences
with disability and City services, including rental assistance and community
programs. He emphasized the importance of supporting vulnerable populations
and aging in place. He also raised concerns regarding public safety and
reporting systems, noting a need for improved processes and accountability.
Jonathan concluded by announcing his candidacy for City Council and his
interest in engaging further with the Board.
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STEVEN POST, PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION LIAISON: Emphasized the
importance of open space and sustainability. He shared updates on Public
Safety initiatives, including smoke alarm outreach, the upcoming Public Safety
Commission meeting, and a luncheon recognizing first responders. He also
noted a sexual assault awareness and harm reduction outreach event on
Sunday, April 26, from 1-3 p.m. at the corner of Hilldale and Santa Monica
Boulevard. Additionally, he provided updates on safety technology efforts,
including cameras and the status of the City’s drone program.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The Disabilities Advisory Board adjourned at 7:26pm to its next Regular Meeting
on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 6:00 pm at Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd., Rooms 5 & 6, West Hollywood, CA 90069.

Notice: Written materials distributed to the Disabilities Advisory Board within 72 hours of this
meeting are available for public inspection immediately upon distribution at the Department of
Human Services and Rent Stabilization, 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood,
California, 90069, during normal business hours. They will also be available for inspection at the
staff liaison’s table during the Advisory Board meeting.
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