DISABILITY ADVISORY BOARD MAY 27, 2026
NEW BUSINESS

SUBJECT: ARTS GRANT PROGRAM - APPOINT PEER REVIEW PANELIST

PREPARED BY: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

(Eva Angeloff, Arts Division, Grants Coordinator)

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The Board will appoint a member to participate on the 2027-2028 Special Arts Project
Grant Peer Review Panel on Wednesday, August 26, 2026; as well as potentially join the
Thursday, September 10, 2026 meeting of the Performing Arts and Cultural Affairs
Subcommittee at 5pm at West Hollywood City Hall - 1st Floor - Community Meeting

Room.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommend that the Board appoint a member to participate on the 2027-2028 Special
Arts Project Grant Peer Review Panel on Wednesday, August 26, 2026; as well as
potentially join the Thursday, September 10, 2026 meeting of the Performing Arts and
Cultural Affairs Subcommittee at 5pm at West Hollywood City Hall - 1st Floor - Community

Meeting Room.

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS:

The City employs a peer panel review process for evaluating all Arts Grant Program
applications submitted. This process is considered a standard for most government arts

funders.

For 2027, three (3) peer review panels will be convened: one will review the 2027-2028
Special Arts Project grant applications, the second will review the Community Arts and

Filmmakers applications, and the third will review the TGI+ and WeHo Artist applications.
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The peer review panels will consist of 7-9 pre-qualified arts professionals and individuals
who are experienced in disciplines of the arts or have a record of arts activities,
experience, and knowledge; community members; and representatives from the Disability
Advisory Board; Transgender Advisory Board; the LGBTQ+ Commission; Sunset BID;
Design BID; West Hollywood Chamber; Visit WeHo; and the Chair of the Arts and Cultural
Affairs Commission. In order for panelists to be prepared to review applications and
provide meaningful feedback, they are expected to become familiar with the guidelines
for the grant program, so as to provide a greater understanding of the purpose and goals
of various grants; and thoroughly read all applications, view all attachments, supporting

materials, and websites and social media pages.

Once panelists review applications, they will assign a preliminary score and provide
comments using the review criteria on the score sheet provided. This score sheet is

submitted to the Grants Coordinator via an excel sheet.

Panelists are required to be present, in person, for the panel discussion. The in-person
panel offers opportunity for further review and score adjustments based on conversation

among the panelists. The panel agrees on the final scores.

Those final scores are then forwarded to the Performing Arts and Cultural Affairs
Subcommittee of the Arts and Cultural Affairs Commission for funding amount
recommendations. The Subcommittee's recommendations are reviewed and approved
by the Arts and Cultural Affairs Commission. The Commission's funding
recommendations are then forwarded to City Council for final approval, usually in the Fall
of each year. This review process is a standard process and best practice for government-

funded arts grant programs.

Panelists review applications representing a variety of artistic disciplines. Typically,
panelists review between 12-20 applications. The review of an individual application takes

approximately 20 minutes. Each panelist is awarded a $300 honorarium.

Here is the schedule for panelists:

July 2, 2026 Grant applications sent to panel for review
August 7, 2026 Deadline for panel scores
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Wednesday, August 12, 2026

Filmmakers & Community Arts Grant Panel In-
Person Meeting (10am-4pm)

Wednesday, August 19, 2026

TGI+ Arts & WeHo Artist Grant Panel In-Person
Meeting (10am-4pm)

Wednesday, August 26, 2026

2027-2028 Special Arts Project Grant Panel In-
Person Meeting (10am-4pm)

Thursday, September 10, 2026

Performing Arts & Cultural Affairs Subcommittee
In-Person Meeting (5pm)
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