CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
DRAFTED MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026
6:00 PM

PLUMMER PARK - ROOMS 5 & 6
7377 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Nash called the meeting to order at 6:03pm and
Michelle Liberman read the Land Acknowledgement.

A. ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Boardmember Semonco
Boardmember Watts
Vice-Chair Leathem
Chair Nash
ABSENT:  Boardmember Dore
Boardmember Smith
Boardmember Green
ALSO Michelle Liberman, Social Services Program Administrator

PRESENT: Amy Valdepeiia, Commission Secretary, Human Services Specialist

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Benjamin Kahn from DCRC, led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The Disabilities Advisory Board is requested to approve the meeting
agenda for May 27, 2026.

ACTION: Motion to approve the meeting agenda by Chair Nash and
seconded by Boardmember Watts and approved by roll call vote. Noting
the absence of Boardmember Dore, Boardmember Green and
Boardmember Smith.

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Disabilities Advisory Board is requested to approve the minutes of
the April 22, 2026, meeting.

ACTION: This item will be moved to the next meeting regular meeting
on Wednesday, June 24, 2026.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

LEE WALKUP, WEST HOLLYWOOD: Encouraged everyone to take
the time to vote and urged all residents to get out, participate, and make
a difference.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

A.

ARTS GRANT PROGRAM - APPOINT PEER REVIEW PANELIST

The Board appointed a member to participate on the 2027-2028 Special
Arts Project Grant Peer Review Panel on Wednesday, August 26, 2026,
and potentially attend the Performing Arts and Cultural Affairs
Subcommittee meeting on Thursday, September 10, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. at
West Hollywood City Hall, 1st Floor Community Meeting Room.

ACTION: Chair Nash made a motion to appoint Boardmember Semonco
as the primary representative and Chair Nash as the alternate, seconded
by Boardmember Watts and approved by roll call vote.

PRESENTATION BY THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY RESOURCE
CENTER (DCRC) ON PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS
LIVING WITH DISABILITIES

The Disabilities Advisory Board and community members received a
comprehensive overview of available services and resources that support
accessibility, independent living, and emergency preparedness for
residents with disabilities. The presentation also introduced new program
offerings designed to address emerging community needs.

David Kruskall and Benjamin Kahn presented on the programs and
services offered by the Disability Community Resource Center (DCRC),
including eligibility requirements, emergency preparedness, disability
disaster access and resources, transition services, and personal
assistance services for individuals living with disabilities.

ACTION: Received presentation.

EXCLUDED CONSENT: None.

ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS:

Boardmember Watts- Shared a quarter and bio story of a person with a
disability by the name of Tracey Park Milbern. He also shared that Pride is a
celebration of the diversity and uniqueness of all people and wished everyone a
happy Pride Month.

Vice Chair Leathem- Wished everyone a happy Pride Month and a happy
Memorial Day. He also encouraged and reminded everyone to get out and

vote.
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Chair Nash- Reminded all that the City Council meeting on June 1 provides an
opportunity for community members to speak before the Council regarding
Pride. He also expressed interest in incorporating street dancing into next
year's Pride celebrations.

7. ITEMS FROM STAFF:
Michelle Liberman informed the Board that an email had been sent to the Chair
and Vice Chair regarding the Pride float. She noted that all other Board
members would have the opportunity to ride in the pickup truck behind the float
or walk alongside it during the parade.

Michelle also provided an update on the Disability Health Fair, stating that
planning efforts were underway. Staff was coordinating with Cedars-Sinai, and
October 1 was being held as the tentative event date pending final
confirmation.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The Disabilities Advisory Board adjourned at 7:51pm to its next Regular Meeting
on Wednesday, June 24, 2026, at 6:00 pm at Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd., Rooms 5 & 6, West Hollywood, CA 90069.

Notice: Written materials distributed to the Disabilities Advisory Board within 72 hours of this meeting are
available for public inspection immediately upon distribution at the Department of Human Services and
Rent Stabilization, 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, California, 90069, during normal
business hours. They will also be available for inspection at the staff liaison’s table during the Advisory
Board meeting.
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