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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

Monday, May 11, 2026
6:00 P.M.

West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room - Council Chambers
625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
West Hollywood, CA 90069

THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD HAS ADOPTED BRIEF SUMMARY AND ACTION MEETING MINUTES, WHICH PROVIDE A
SUMMARY OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN AND POINTS OF DISCUSSION ONLY. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR INDIVIDUAL
DISCUSSIONS REGARDING ANY ITEM SUMMARIZED IN THESE MINUTES MAY BE OBTAINED BY VIEWING THE ARCHIVED
VIDEOS OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MEETINGS AT www.weho.org/wehotv.

1) CALL TO ORDER

Chair Harrison called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M.
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Vice Chair Blau led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Eng
Commissioner Hallman
Commissioner Pilarski
Commissioner Post
Commissioner Winick
Vice Chair Blau

Chair Harrison

Commissioners Absent:
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4)

5)

6)

None
Others Present:

Danny Rivas, City Community Safety Director; Anita Shandi, City Public Safety
Manager; Abraham Duran, City Neighborhood and Business Safety Manager;
Assistant Account Manager Jackie Hernandez; General Manager Valerie Chavez,
Allied Universal Security Services; Captain Fanny Lapkin and Sergeant Omar
Luevano, Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
ACTION: Approve the agenda of May 11, 2026.

A motion was made by Commissioner Hallman, seconded by Commissioner
Winick, and approved by the Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

ACTION: Approve the minutes of April 27, 2026.
Minutes unanimously approved by the Commission.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Paul Nicholls, a West Hollywood resident and business owner, spoke about
unlicensed vendors operating in the Rainbow District.

Robert Hawthorne, a West Hollywood resident, also spoke about unlicensed vendors
operating in the Rainbow District.

Steve Martin, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about unlicensed vendors operating
in the City.

Stephanie Harker, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about concerns about particular
scooter riders in Plummer Park, unlicensed vendors, and assistance for members of
the deaf community through the WEHO Cares team.

Cathy Blavais, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about unlicensed vendors operating
in the City.

Kyle Brazeal, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about unlicensed vendors and
emphasized the importance of maintaining a visible enforcement presence in the
Rainbow District.
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7)

8)

Edd Holman, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about unlicensed vendors and raised
security concerns related to access codes posted on residential buildings.

Robert Trendy, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about unlicensed vendors operating
in the Rainbow District.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS

8A. LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT

Director Rivas informed the Commission that a representative from the Los Angeles
County Fire Department was unable to attend the meeting and noted that
Commissioners could leave questions or comments for the Fire Department to
address at a future meeting. He also spoke about the Department’s transition to a new
reporting system, asked the Commission to take note of the revised March data, and
provided a brief report for April, including totals for fires and other service categories
compared to the previous year.

Members of the Commission asked questions and discussed the timeline for the Fire
Department’s reporting system transition, consistency among report categories, and
clarification of the medical response data. Additional comments included requests for
further details on the report’s data, congratulations on additional funding allocated to
the Fire Department for a new station, and a question regarding fire hazard severity
zone maps and potential impacts on certain properties.

Director Rivas and Manager Shandi responded to all the Commission's questions and
comments.

8B. SECURITY AMBASSADOR PROGRAM MONTHLY REPORT

Manager Chavez and Assistant Account Manager Hernandez provided the April
Security Ambassador Monthly Report, including updates and year-over-year
comparisons related to hospitality assistance interactions, business and unhoused
contacts, calls for service, safety escorts, scooter-related issues, and public safety
assistance requests. She also shared updates regarding response time
improvements, staffing levels, and training completion.

Members of the Commission asked questions regarding notifying the City’s Older
Adult Advisory Board about services and outreach provided by the Security
Ambassador Program and discussed concerns related to scooter rider activity in
Plummer Park, including ways to address the issue. Additional comments included a
request to overlay Security Ambassador reports with Sheriff's reports and GIS
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mapping data in the future, an invitation for the Security Ambassador bike patrol team
to participate in the City’s Bike Month event, appreciation for the comprehensive
reports, and reminders for Security Ambassador bike patrols to ensure proper bicycle
riding practices.

Andi, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about the metrics from the monthly reports
and expressed concerns regarding interactions with Security Ambassadors in the
community.

Stephanie Harker, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about concerns regarding unruly
youth scooter riders in Plummer Park and their impact on public safety in the area.

Manager Chavez, Assistant Account Manager Hernandez, and Director Rivas
responded to all the Commission's questions and comments.

8C. LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT WEST HOLLYWOOD
STATION MONTHLY REPORT

Sergeant Luevano presented the Sheriffs Department April Report, including
overviews of calls for service, emergency responses, arrests, and the Citywide
percentage breakdown of Part | and Part |l crimes. He also provided updates on recent
pickpocketing incidents, Mental Evaluation Team (MET) activity, submissions to the
Sheriff's Online Reporting and Tracking System (SORTS), volunteer hours, traffic and
pedestrian statistics, accidents, notable arrests, recent traffic safety operations,
increased patrols around nighttime establishments, bike patrol activity, preparations
for upcoming Pride events, and anticipated road closures related to the events.

Members of the Commission asked questions regarding citations issued during
special traffic operations compared to regular daily activities, differences between
reported public safety metrics and community perceptions of safety, and a recent
incident on Vista Street. Additional discussion included unlicensed vendors and
activity in the Rainbow District, operations in and around bars, future pedestrian and
cyclist safety operations, Sheriff's resource deployment, and local missing-person
notifications.

Stephanie Harker, a West Hollywood resident, expressed concerns regarding public
safety in the community and emphasized the importance of increased police
presence.

Steve Martin, a West Hollywood resident, suggested that the Commission consider
adding a future agenda item to further discuss concerns related to unlicensed street
vendors.

Paul Nicholls, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about unlicensed street vendors.
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Cathy Blavais, a West Hollywood resident, spoke about concerns regarding an
individual recently released from police custody after multiple arrests and asked
whether a public notification process could be implemented following such releases.

Sergeant Luevano and Director Rivas responded to all the Commission's questions
and comments.

8D. DRONE AS FIRST RESPONDER PILOT PROGRAM POLICY UPDATE

Director Rivas and Captain Lapkin presented an update on the Drone as First
Responder Pilot Program, including program updates, proposed revisions, and the
implementation timeline.

The Commission engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding the Drone as First
Responder Pilot Program, including operational revisions, auditing and oversight
procedures, related policies, community outreach and engagement efforts, drone
capabilities and usage parameters, data access and privacy considerations,
coordination with federal agencies, program leadership and accountability,
clarification of terminology used in the update, drone identification measures, requests
for more frequent updates, and allowing additional time for Commission and
community feedback.

Director Rivas and Captain Lapkin responded to all the Commission's questions and
comments.

9) ITEMS FROM STAFF
Manager Shandi provided Public Safety Division updates, including thanking the
Commission for their participation in the recent Public Safety Awards Ceremony
Luncheon, mentioning the upcoming National Night Out and Pride events, and
encouraging the public to sign up for emergency text notifications.

Director Rivas introduced Abraham Duran, the City’s new Neighborhood and Business
Safety Manager, to the Commission.

Manager Duran briefly shared his professional background and experience.
10) PUBLIC COMMENTS

No public comments.
11) COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commissioner Eng shared comments regarding policing and public safety in the City
and discussed her positive experience attending Pride events.
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Commissioner Pilarski extended Mother’s Day wishes, asked about the Commission’s
future work plan, and highlighted the City’s Bike Month activities.

Chair Harrison discussed a recent Older Adult Advisory Board meeting and
community fair, asked about safety tips for community members planning events, and
emphasized the need for continued Commission discussion regarding the public
safety concerns associated with unlicensed vendors.

Commissioner Winick shared her experience attending the Public Safety Awards
Ceremony, requested an update on the Holloway Interim Housing Program, and
suggested dedicating a future agenda item to discuss unlicensed vendors.

Commissioner Post echoed the request to have a future agenda item on unlicensed
vendors.

Director Rivas and Manager Shandi responded to all the Commission's questions and
comments.

12) ADJOURNMENT

The Public Safety Commission adjourned at 8:53 P.M. to the next regularly scheduled
meeting on June 22, 2026.
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Public Safety Commission Chair Public Safety Commission Secretary

Video and audio of this meeting can be obtained by Vvisiting,
https://www.weho.org/City-government/wehotv

(Disclaimer: Staff records the meetings for the sole purpose of composing the
official meeting minutes; therefore, the recordings are not of commercial quality.)
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