
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 

MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 15 2026 

WEST HOLLYWOOD PARK PUBLIC MEETING ROOM - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
625 N. SAN VICENTE BOULEVARD 

 
6:00 P.M. – ADJOURNED REGULAR MEETING 

 
THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD HAS ADOPTED BRIEF SUMMARY AND ACTION MEETING MINUTES, WHICH PROVIDE A 
SUMMARY OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN AND POINTS OF DISCUSSION ONLY. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR INDIVIDUAL 
DISCUSSIONS REGARDING ANY ITEM SUMMARIZED IN THESE MINUTES MAY BE OBTAINED BY VIEWING THE ARCHIVED 
VIDEOS OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS AT www.weho.org/wehotv. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Heilman called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: West Hollywood Elementary student Elaijah Dunlap led 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
PRESENT: Councilmember Byers, Councilmember Erickson, Councilmember 

Meister, and Mayor Heilman 
ABSENT: Vice Mayor Hang 
 
ALSO PRESENT: City Manager Jackie Rocco, City Attorney Lauren Langer, Director 

of Administrative Services Janet Jimenez, City Clerk Melissa 
Crowder, and Assistant City Clerk Lulu Morales. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

-City Clerk Crowder noted that Agenda Item C.6. is being continued to June 29. 
 
-The City Council requested that Item Numbers D.1., F.1., F.2., F.3., F.5., and F.7. be 
moved to the Consent Calendar as Item Numbers B.11., B.12., B.13., B.14. B.15., 
and B.16. 

 
Motion by Councilmember Byers, seconded by Councilmember Meister, and 
approved (4/0). 
 
LEVINE ACT DISCLOSURES: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS: 
 
Mayor Heilman requested that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Former United 
States Representative Barney Frank and  David Hockney. 
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PRESENTATIONS: 
 
The City Council presented a Certificate to West Hollywood Elementary School student 
Elaijah Dunlap for leading tonight’s Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The City Council presented Pickle with a Proclamation in recognition of West 
Hollywood’s outgoing Inaugural Drag Laureate. 
 
The City Council presented a Proclamation to the LA LGBTQ+ Center in recognition of 
PRIDE month. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
 
The following speakers provided public comment in the Council Chambers: 
 
HELEN KRIEGER, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke regarding concerns with the lack of 
housing related to Agenda Item B.10. and urged the City Council to advance SB 79-
ready zoning through the ZIP process, noting that West Hollywood's housing shortage 
has contributed to high rents and displacement, and requested that the City set a clear 
timeline to incorporate community feedback and bring forward zoning changes that 
support additional transit-oriented housing while protecting rent-stabilized units. 
 
TOM DEMILLE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke regarding concerns about public safety in 
the Rainbow District as it relates to Agenda Item B.6., citing personal experiences with 
assaults and noting that crime and homelessness are deterring residents and visitors, 
while advocating for increased efforts to revitalize the area through enhanced safety 
measures, streetscape improvements, and tourism-focused initiatives. 
 
MIKE HOLTZMAN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke regarding concerns with Agenda Item 
B.10., and urged the City Council to proactively begin developing a Transit-Oriented 
Development Alternative Plan (TODAP) in anticipation of future Metro K Line station 
mapping, noting that early planning would allow for meaningful community engagement, 
direct housing growth to appropriate transit and commercial corridors, and preserve 
neighborhood character while accommodating new housing. 
 
JONATHAN WILSON, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke regarding concerns with Agenda 
Item B.10. and urged the City Council to pursue a Transit-Oriented Development 
Alternative Plan (TODAP), emphasizing the need for intentional and locally guided 
housing growth that reflects community input, preserves local control over development 
decisions, and proactively plans for future housing needs rather than relying solely on 
state-directed policies. 
 
CATHY WALDMAN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in support of approval of AB79 
regarding Agenda Item B.10., and urged the City Council to adopt a Transit-Oriented 
Development Alternative Plan (TODAP), noting that it would provide important local 
control over land-use decisions, help protect rent-stabilized and affordable housing, 
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prevent displacement and gentrification, and ensure future development better reflects 
neighborhood conditions and community needs. 
 
JACOB SHAW, on behalf of the WEST HOLLYWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
spoke in support of Agenda Items F.1., F.2., and F.3., highlighting their role in promoting 
economic development, tourism, business advocacy, and stakeholder collaboration 
while strengthening West Hollywood’s identity as a global destination for entertainment, 
hospitality, design, and culture. 
 
GREG RANG, on behalf of the WEST HOLLYWOOD DESIGN DISTRICT, spoke in 
support of Agenda Item F.1., and thanked the City Council for its ongoing support and 
collaboration, highlighted the Design District’s 30-year history as a business 
improvement district, and expressed appreciation for the City's leadership in helping 
sustain and strengthen the district's contributions to the community. 
 
CHRISTOPHER KLAPP, on behalf of the WEST HOLLYWOOD DESIGN DISTRICT, 
spoke in support of Agenda Item F.1., and highlighted its successful year and positive 
outlook, and thanked City staff and volunteers for their collaboration in advancing the 
district’s work and contributions to the community. 
 
SCOTT EPSTEIN, LOS ANGELES, spoke regarding concerns with Agenda Item B.10., 
and urged the City Council to fully implement SB 79 and eliminate parking minimums 
Citywide, noting that both policies would help address the housing crisis, reduce 
housing costs, support transit-oriented development, and reinforce West Hollywood’s 
leadership on progressive pro-housing initiatives. 
 
NICOLE PAYTON & WENDY JANE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, end-of-life planners and 
death doulas, announced upcoming Death Café events at the West Hollywood Library, 
inviting residents to participate in informal discussions about death and end-of-life 
issues as a way to foster community connection, encourage meaningful conversations, 
and promote living well through greater awareness of mortality. 
 
IGNACIO DARNAUDE, WET HOLLYWOOD, spoke in support of Agenda Item B.10. 
and supported SCAG’s decision to require environmental review and reliable funding 
before mapping future Metro K Line stations, expressed concerns about the financial 
and environmental risks of the project, and urged the City to pursue a Transit-Oriented 
Development Alternative Plan (TODAP) to protect rent-stabilized housing, prevent 
displacement, and ensure future growth is planned thoughtfully and responsibly. 
 
KYLE BRAZEAL, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke regarding concerns with Agenda Item 
B.10. emphasized that the debate over SB 79 and TODAP is not about being for or 
against housing, but about ensuring housing growth is planned responsibly, noting that 
West Hollywood should maintain local control over development, carefully consider its 
existing density, and pursue housing affordability strategies that balance increased 
supply with community impacts and neighborhood preservation. 
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HERNAN MOLINA, PRESIDENT OF WEHOME, spoke regarding concerns with the 
City's decision concerning temporary workers seeking union representation and urged 
the City to recognize and support the employees' efforts to organize. 
 
MIKE NUTTALL, WEST HOLLYWOOD, voiced support for the West Hollywood 
lifeguards’ unionization efforts, raising concerns about working conditions, scheduling 
practices, and loss of employee benefits, and urged the City to ensure the concerns are 
investigated while providing workers with protections and a collective voice through 
union representation. 
 
ANITA GOSWAMI, WEST HOLLYWOOD, praised the community atmosphere of the 
WeHo Pride Parade, expressed support for SCAG’s methodology requiring funding and 
environmental review before future transit stations are mapped under SB 79, and urged 
the City to pursue a TODAP and ZIP-based planning approach that preserves local 
control and reflects resident input regarding future development. 
 
LINCOLN BOHN, on behalf of WEHO TEMPS UNITED, urged the City Council to 
recognize the workers’ chosen union, noting that aquatic employees share common 
working conditions and interests, and that employees will continue advocating for 
collective bargaining rights. 
 
The following individuals submitted a Citizen Position Slip in support of Agenda Item 
B.10. 
 
ELYSE EISENBERG, WEST HOLLYWOOD 
 
EDD HOLMAN, WEST HOLLYWOOD 
 
The following individual submitted a Citizen Position Slip in opposition of Agenda Item 
B.10. 
 
C. DENT, UNKNOWN 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  
 
City Manager Jackie Rocco celebrated the successful and safe execution of WeHo 
Pride 2026, thanking City staff, public safety agencies, event partners, and the 
community for their contributions, and highlighted the strong attendance and community 
engagement at the Summer of Soccer Fan Zone, while announcing additional World 
Cup-themed programming, including continued fan zone events and the U.S. premiere 
of the arts performance DiscoFoot at West Hollywood Park. She concluded her remarks 
by encouraging everyone to attend the upcoming WeHo Park Fan Zone and visit 
fanzones.weho.org for more information.  
 
Representatives of the performance group DiscoFoot, Peter Jacobson and Thomas 
Caley, thanked the City for hosting the U.S. premiere of their dance-soccer production, 
describing it as a mixed-gender artistic and athletic performance that promotes 
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creativity, inclusivity, and community connection, while highlighting the collaboration 
with local artists and the value of using shared public spaces to bring together people 
from diverse backgrounds through arts and sports. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT ON CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 
City Clerk Melissa Crowder stated that the fiscal impact on tonight’s Consent Calendar 
with the addition of Items D.1., F.1., F.2., F.3., F.5., and F.7. was $2,308,663 in 
expenditures, $942,308 in revenue, and ($0) in waived fees. 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR:   
 
City Clerk Crowder read the title of the Ordinance of Agenda Item D.1. for the record. 
 
ACTION: Approved the Consent Calendar, as amended, 
B.1.,2.,3.,4.,5.,6.,7.,8.,9.,10.,11.,12.,13.,14.,15., and 16. Motion by Councilmember 
Byers, seconded by Councilmember Meister, and approved (4/0). 
 

B.1. REPORT OF AGENDA POSTING: 
 SUBJECT: The agenda for the meeting of Monday, June 15, 2026 was 

posted at City Hall, Plummer Park, and the Aquatics and Recreation 
Center (ARC) on Wednesday, June 10, 2026. 

 ACTION:  Received and filed. Approved as part of the Consent 
Calendar. 

 
B.2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 SUBJECT: The City Council is requested to approve the minutes of the 
prior Council meeting. 

 ACTION:  Approved the minutes of May 18, 2026. Approved as part of 
the Consent Calendar. 

 
B.3. APPROVAL OF DEMAND REGISTER NO. 993 [O. JONES, K. 

BARENG, Y. MARTINEZ]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council shall receive the Demand Register for period 
ending June 5th, 2026 pursuant to Sections 37201 to 37210 of the 
Government Code of the State of California. 
ACTION:  Approved Demand Register No. 993 and Adopt Resolution No. 
26-039: “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WEST HOLLYWOOD ALLOWING AND APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF 
DEMANDS ON DEMAND REGISTER NO. 993”. Approved as part of the 
Consent Calendar. 
 

B.4. COMMISSION AND ADVISORY BOARD MEETING SYNOPSES [M. 
CROWDER, L. MORALES]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will receive synopses from the Human 
Services Commission, the Public Safety Commission, the LGBTQ+ 
Commission, the Russian Speaking Advisory Board, the Social Justice 
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Advisory Board, the Transgender Advisory Board, and the Women’s 
Advisory Board regarding actions taken at their recent meetings. 
ACTION:  Received and filed. Approved as part of the Consent 
Calendar. 
 

B.5. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO PURSUE GRANT FUNDING FROM 
THE GOLDEN GLOBE FOUNDATION FOR ARTS PROGRAMMING [L. 
BIERY, R. EHEMANN, E. ANGELOFF]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will consider authorizing staff to apply for 
grant funding from the Golden Globe Foundation for arts programming.  
ACTIONS:  1) Authorized staff to submit a grant application to the Golden 
Globe Foundation to support upcoming arts and culture initiatives; and 2) 
Authorized the City Manager, or their designee, to execute all documents 
incident to the grant. Approved as part of the Consent Calendar. 

 
B.6. APPOINTMENT OF THE WEST HOLLYWOOD DRAG LAUREATE FOR 

THE 2026–2029 TERM [L. BIERY, R. EHEMANN]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will consider ratifying the recommendation of 
the Arts and Cultural Affairs Commission to appoint Odius Ari as the West 
Hollywood Drag Laureate for the 2026–2029 term.  
ACTIONS: 1) Approved the recommendation from the Arts and Cultural 
Affairs Commission to appoint Odius Ari to serve as the West Hollywood 
Drag Laureate for the 2026-2029 term; and 2) Authorized the City 
Manager or designee to execute documents incident to the agreement. 
Approved as part of the Consent Calendar. 

 
B.7. PLUMMER PARK COMPREHENSIVE IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP 41-

05) PHASE 1: OUTREACH AND ASSESSMENT COMPLETION [J. 
ROCCO, S. CAMPBELL, R. ABRAMSON, M. BARKER, S. MARTINEZ, 
H. COLLINS]: 
SUBJECT:   The City Council will receive an update on the completion of 
Phase 1 of the Plummer Park Comprehensive Improvement Plan and an 
overview of the proposed process for Phase 2. 
ACTIONS:  1) Received and file the Plummer Park Comprehensive 
Improvement Plan Phase 1: Outreach Summary Report; 2) Received and 
file the 2026 Plummer Park Needs Assessment; 3) Directed staff to 
proceed with Phase 2, which will include developing a park programmatic 
framework, planning studies, implementation scenarios, and preliminary 
cost and phasing analyses; 4) Directed staff to return for approval of a 
contract amendment with SWA Group, Inc. for Phase 2 professional 
services; 5) Reaffirmed the City Council’s direction to create a City 
Manager-appointed Plummer Park Working Group (for Phase 2) to be 
comprised of members of the Public Facilities, Recreation, and 
Infrastructure Commission, Historic Preservation Commission, community 
members, and industry experts and professionals in park-related fields; 6) 
Directed staff to continue working with the City Council Ad-Hoc 
Subcommittee for guidance on the results of Plummer Park Working 
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Group efforts; and 7) Directed staff to return to City Council upon 
completion of Phase 2 efforts with the Plummer Park Working Group and 
City Council Ad-Hoc Subcommittee with a recommended planning 
framework and proposed next steps for environmental review and final 
plan preparation. Approved as part of the Consent Calendar. 

 
B.8. STREET MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-

2027 [O. JONES, B. ROSEN]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider adopting a resolution 
determining and imposing a street maintenance assessment within the 
1996 Street Maintenance Assessment District for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. 
The assessment rate is unchanged from Fiscal Year 2025-2026.   
ACTION:  Adopted Resolution No. 26-040: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD DETERMINING 
THE COST OF STREET MAINTENANCE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 
AND DETERMINING AND IMPOSING A STREET MAINTENANCE 
ASSESSMENT WITHIN 1996 STREET MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE BENEFIT ASSESSMENT ACT OF1982, 
CHAPTER 6.4 OF PART 1 OF DIVISION 2 OF TITLE 5 OF THE 
CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE.” Approved as part of the 
Consent Calendar. 

 
B.9. AGREEMENTS AND AMENDMENTS WITH VARIOUS CONTRACTORS 

FOR PROVISION OF ANNUAL SERVICES [J. JIMENEZ, M. 
CROWDER, N. MCCLINTON]: 
SUBJECT:  Staff requests that the City Council approve the Agreements 
and Amendments with various Contractors for the provision of annual 
services to provide for continuation of services required for business 
continuity.  A brief description of each request is included in the 
Recommendation below.  All terms presented by the City have been 
agreed to by the Contractors. 
ACTIONS: The City Council approved the following Agreements and 
Amendments as summarized. Approved as part of the Consent 
Calendar. 
 

B.10. UPDATE ON SB 79 [N. MARICICH, J. ALKIRE, F. CONTRERAS]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will receive an update on Senate Bill (SB) 
79, including the Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) 
draft approach and methodology for mapping transit-oriented development 
stops, zones, and tiers; the anticipated timing of SB 79 applicability in 
West Hollywood; and the relationship between future SB 79 
implementation and the City’s Zoning Improvement Program (ZIP). 
ACTIONS:  1) Received and file an update on SB 79 and SCAG’s draft 
SB 79 Mapping Approach and Methodology; 2) Directed staff to continue 
monitoring SCAG’s final SB 79 map, future annual map updates, and any 
California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
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guidance related to SB 79 applicability; 3) Directed staff to continue 
monitoring the K Line Northern Extension environmental review, Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) funding status, and other 
transit projects that could trigger future SB 79 applicability in West 
Hollywood; 4) Directed staff to incorporate SB 79 readiness into ZIP, 
including analysis of local Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) strategies; 
and 5) Directed staff to return to Council with further SB 79 
implementation options when SCAG’s final map is adopted, when the K 
Line Northern Extension reaches a triggering milestone under SCAG’s 
methodology, or as part of the next ZIP policy update, whichever occurs 
first. Approved as part of the Consent Calendar. 
 

B.11. (D.1.) AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
AMENDING PORTIONS OF TITLE 2 (ADMINISTRATION AND 
PERSONNEL), ARTICLE 1 (CITY ADMINISTRATION), SECTION 
2.08.030 (CITY OFFICES – HOURS) OF THE WEST HOLLYWOOD 
MUNICIPAL CODE [J. JIMENEZ, M. CROWDER, L. MORALES]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider introducing on first reading an 
ordinance amending Section 2.080.030 of the West Hollywood Municipal 
Code to replace “César E. Chávez Day” with “Farmworkers Day” as a City 
holiday observed on the last Monday in March. 
ACTIONS: 1) Introduced on first reading Ordinance No. 26-10 amending 
Section 2.080.030 of the West Hollywood Municipal Code to replace 
“César E. Chávez Day” with “Farmworkers Day” as a City holiday 
observed on the last Monday in March; and 2) Directed staff to return with 
the ordinance for second reading and adoption. Approved as part of the 
Consent Calendar. 
 

B.12.  (F.1.) CONSIDERATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
ADVISORY BOARD TO THE WEST HOLLYWOOD DESIGN DISTRICT 
AND ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO LEVY AN 
ASSESSMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 [L. BIERY, P. 
KESPRADIT, L. D’AMBROSIA]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will initiate preliminary proceedings regarding 
the establishment of the West Hollywood Design District (District) for 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027. Preliminary steps include the consideration of 
approval of the District annual report and adoption of a Resolution of 
Intention to Levy an Assessment for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and 
scheduling a Public Hearing for June 29, 2026.  
ACTIONS: 1) Adopted Resolution No. 26-041: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD APPROVING 
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADVISORY BOARD TO THE WEST 
HOLLYWOOD DESIGN DISTRICT, DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO 
LEVY AN ASSESSMENT AGAINST BUSINESSES WITHIN THE WEST 
HOLLYWOOD DESIGN DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027, AND 
SETTING A TIME AND PLACE FOR PUBLIC HEARING”; and 2) Directed 
staff to notice a Public Hearing to be held on June 29, 2026 to hear 
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protests or objections to the District’s proposed assessment and activities 
for Fiscal Year 2026-2027.Approved as part of the Consent Calendar. 
 

B.13. (F.2.) CONSIDERATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUNSET 
STRIP BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT AND ADOPTION OF A 
RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO LEVY AN ASSESSMENT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 [L. BIERY, P. KESPRADIT, L. D’AMBROSIA]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will initiate preliminary proceedings regarding 
the establishment of the Sunset Strip Business Improvement District 
(District) for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. Preliminary steps include the 
consideration of approval of the District annual report and adoption of a 
Resolution of Intention to Levy an Assessment for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 
and scheduling a Public Hearing for June 29, 2026.  
ACTIONS: 1) Adopted Resolution No. 26-042: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD APPROVING 
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADVISORY BOARD TO THE SUNSET 
STRIP BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO LEVY AN ASSESSMENT AGAINST BUSINESSES 
WITHIN THE SUNSET STRIP BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027, AND SETTING A TIME AND PLACE 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING”; and 2) Directed staff to notice a Public Hearing 
to be held on June 29, 2026, to hear protests or objections to the District’s 
proposed assessment and activities for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. Approved 
as part of the Consent Calendar. 
 

B.14.  (F.3.) LEVY OF ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-
2027 PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE LANDSCAPE AND 
LIGHTING ACT OF 1972 [L. BIERY, P. KESPRADIT, L. D’AMBROSIA]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider adopting a Resolution of 
Intention for the Proposed Levy of Assessments for the Santa Monica 
Boulevard Maintenance District (District) for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 which 
will provide for holiday decorations; and set a public hearing for June 29, 
2026.  
ACTIONS: 1) Adopted Resolution No. 26-043: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD APPROVING 
THE REPORT OF THE ENGINEER, DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO 
LEVY AND COLLECT ASSESSMENTS WITHIN THE SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-
2027, AND SETTING A TIME AND PLACE FOR PUBLIC HEARING; and 
2) Directed staff to notice a public hearing to be held on June 29, 2026, to 
consider public testimony of the District’s proposed assessment and 
activities for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. Approved as part of the Consent 
Calendar. 
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B.15.  (F.5.) APPOINTMENTS TO THE OLDER ADULTS ADVISORY BOARD, 
RUSSIAN-SPEAKING ADVISORY BOARD, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
ADVISORY BOARD [J. JIMENEZ, M. CROWDER, L. MORALES]: 
SUBJECT:  The Mayor and City Councilmembers will make direct 
appointments to fill vacancies on the Older Adults Advisory Board, 
Russian-Speaking Advisory Board, and Social Justice Advisory Board. 
Specifically, Mayor Heilman will make an appointment to the Older Adults 
Advisory Board, Councilmember Byers will make an appointment to the 
Russian-Speaking Advisory Board, and Councilmembers Erickson and 
Meister will make their appointments to the Social Justice Advisory Board. 
ACTIONS:  1) Mayor Heilman appointed Ed Holman to the Older Adults 
Advisory Board for a term ending February 28, 2027; 2) Councilmember 
Byers appointed Alexis Ybarra to the Russian-Speaking Advisory Board 
for a term ending February 28, 2027; 3) Councilmember Erickson 
appointed Jonathan Harling to the Social Justice Advisory Board for a 
term ending February 28, 2027; and 4) Councilmember Meister appointed 
Joseph Soto to the Social Justice Advisory Board for a term ending 
February 28, 2027. Approved as part of the Consent Calendar. 
 

B.16. (F.7.) COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS REGARDING ANDES VIRUS 
(HANTAVIRUS), EBOLA, AND OTHER POTENTIAL AND EMERGING 
PUBLIC HEALTH THREATS [L. MEISTER, D. HANG]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider directing staff to be prepared to 
provide community education and resources about Andes Virus and 
Ebola, as well as other potential and emerging public health threats, if 
needed. This includes sharing information on the City’s website and 
preparing a stockpile of supplies in case of an expanded emergency.    
ACTIONS: 1) Directed the Human Services Division to be prepared to 
provide community education and resources about Andes Virus and 
Ebola, as well as other potential and emerging public health threats. Direct 
the Human Services Division to coordinate with Communications and 
appropriate public health agencies to support the dissemination of vetted 
public health information and connect community members to available 
resources, if local risk levels or public health guidance warrant additional 
outreach; 2) Directed the Community Safety Department to review existing 
pandemic and public health crises preparedness plans to ensure 
information is accurate and updated if needed; 3) Directed the 
Communications Department to utilize all appropriate communication tools 
to share information including, but not limited to, the City’s website, a 
news release, and social media; and 4) Directed the Facilities & Field 
Services Division to review the stockpile of necessary supplies on hand – 
such as gloves, masks, sanitizers, etc. – to ensure the City is prepared in 
case of an expanded public health emergency. Approved as part of the 
Consent Calendar. 
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C. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

C.1. COLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE, RECYCLING, AND ORGANIC 
WASTE CHARGES ON THE TAX ROLL FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 
[H. COLLINS, J. GILMOUR]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will conduct a public hearing to consider 
whether to collect the annual solid waste, recycling, and organic waste 
fees for residential properties on the property tax roll.  
 
Mayor Heilman opened the public hearing. 
 
There were no disclosures from the City Council. 
 
City Clerk Melissa Crowder stated that the public hearing notices were 
posted and published on May 28th and June 4th, as required by law. 
 
Director of Public Works Helen Collins and Engineering Manager/City 
Engineer John Gilmour provided background information as outlined in the 
staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
The following speaker provided public comment in the Council Chambers: 
 
TOM DEMILLE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke about concerns with the 
City’s alleys, citing homelessness, litter, broken glass, and unsanitary 
conditions, and questioned continued increases in funding for sanitation 
services. 
 
Mayor Heilman closed the public hearing.  
 
ACTIONS:  1) Conducted a public hearing on whether to collect the 
annual solid waste, recycling, and organic waste fees for residential 
properties on the property tax roll by the County of Los Angeles; 2) Since 
there were no majority protests filed, they adopted Resolution No. 26-044: 
“A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
HOLLYWOOD ADOPTING THE REPORT PROPOSING TO HAVE 
SOLID WASTE,  RECYCLING, AND ORGANIC WASTE CHARGES 
COLLECTED ON THE TAX ROLL FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-27 AND 
DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK OF THE CITY TO FILE SAID REPORT 
WITH THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY AUDITOR TO PLACE SAID 
CHARGES ON THE TAX ROLL”; and 3) Directed the City Clerk to request 
Los Angeles County Auditor-Controller to place the charges on the FY 
2026-27 Property Tax Roll. Motion by Councilmember Erickson, 
seconded by Councilmember Byers, and approved (4/0).  
 

C.2. COLLECTION OF SEWER CHARGES ON THE TAX ROLL FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2026-2027 [H. COLLINS, J. GILMOUR]: 
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SUBJECT:  The City Council will conduct a public hearing to consider 
whether to collect the annual FY 2026-27 sewer service charges on the 
property tax roll. 
 
Mayor Heilman opened the public hearing. 
 
There were no disclosures from the City Council. 

 
City Clerk Melissa Crowder stated that the public hearing notices were 
posted and published on May 28th and June 4th, as required by law. 
 
Director of Public Works Helen Collins and Engineering Manager/City 
Engineer John Gilmour provided background information as outlined in the 
staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
The following speaker provided public comment in the Council Chambers: 
 
TOM DEMILLE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to proposed 
increases in City Council compensation and utility-related costs. 

 
Mayor Heilman closed the public hearing.  

 
ACTIONS: 1) Conducted a public hearing on whether to collect the annual 
sewer service charges on the property tax roll by the County of Los 
Angeles; 2) Since no majority protest was filed, they adopted Resolution 
No. 26-045: “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WEST HOLLYWOOD ADOPTING THE REPORT TO COLLECT SEWER 
CHARGES ON THE TAX ROLL FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-27 AND 
DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK OF THE CITY TO FILE SAID REPORT 
WITH THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY AUDITOR TO PLACE SAID 
CHARGES ON THE TAX ROLL”; and 3) Directed the City Clerk to request 
Los Angeles County Auditor-Controller to place the charges on the FY 
2026-27 Property Tax Roll. Motion by Councilmember Byers, 
seconded by Councilmember Meister, and approved (4/0). 
 

C.3. PLACEMENT OF DELINQUENT SOLID WASTE FEES ON THE 
PROPERTY TAX BILL OF PROPERTY OWNERS [H. COLLINS, J. 
GILMOUR]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will conduct a public hearing to consider the 
collection of delinquent solid waste service charges, which have remained 
unpaid for 60 days or more, on the property tax rolls of affected property 
owners. 
 
Mayor Heilman opened the public hearing. 
 
There were no disclosures from the City Council. 
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City Clerk Melissa Crowder stated that the public hearing notices were 
posted and published on May 28th and June 4th, as required by law. 
 
Director of Public Works Helen Collins and Engineering Manager/City 
Engineer John Gilmour provided background information as outlined in the 
staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
The following speaker provided public comment in the Council Chambers: 
 
TOM DEMILLE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to the 
proposed sewer rate increases, noting that many residents are already 
struggling with rising costs and delinquent utility bills. 

 
Mayor Heilman closed the public hearing.  

 
ACTIONS: 1) Conducted the public hearing regarding the proposed 
collection of delinquent solid waste service charges on the property tax 
roll; 2) Since no majority protest was filed, they adopted Resolution No. 
26-046: “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WEST HOLLYWOOD ADOPTING THE REPORT PROPOSING TO HAVE 
DELINQUENT SOLID WASTE SERVICE CHARGES  COLLECTED ON 
THE TAX ROLL FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-27 AND DIRECTING THE 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY TO FILE SAID REPORT WITH THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY AUDITOR TO PLACE SAID CHARGES ON THE 
TAX ROLL”; and 3) Directed the City Clerk to request Los Angeles County 
Auditor-Controller to place the delinquent charges on property the tax roll. 
Motion by Councilmember Erickson, seconded by Councilmember 
Meister, and approved (4/0). 

 
C.4. USER FEE STUDY AND PROPOSED FEE RESOLUTION FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2026-2027 [O. JONES, A. RUIZ]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will hold a public hearing, consider all 
pertinent testimony, and consider adopting a resolution establishing fees 
and charges for certain services provided by the City of West Hollywood 
for Fiscal Year 2026-27. 
 
Mayor Heilman opened the public hearing. 
 
There were no disclosures from the City Council. 

 
City Clerk Melissa Crowder stated that the public hearing notices were 
posted and published on June 4th, and June 11th as required by law. 
 
Interim Director of Finance and Technology Onyx Jones and Revenue 
Manager Annie Ruiz provided background information as outlined in the 
staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
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The following speaker provided public comment in the Council Chambers: 
 
TOM DEMILLE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, urged greater public participation 
in local government and expressed concerns about public safety, 
deteriorating infrastructure, and the City's responsiveness to resident 
concerns. 
 
Mayor Heilman closed the public hearing.  

 
ACTION: The City Council conducted a public hearing, considered all 
pertinent testimony, and adopted Resolution No. 26-047: "A 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
HOLLYWOOD ADOPTING FEES AND CHARGES FOR CERTAIN 
SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD.” Motion 
by Councilmember Byers, seconded by Councilmember Meister, and 
approved (4/0). 

 
C.5. ZONE TEXT AMENDMENT AND RESOLUTION UPDATING PARKING 

REGULATIONS AND LOCAL CEQA TRANSPORTATION GUIDELINES 
CONSISTENT WITH STATE LAW [N. MARICICH, J. ALKIRE, F. 
CONTRERAS, T. FARRIS, J. PARRISH]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will consider a Zone Text Amendment to 
update the Zoning Ordinance to comply with the requirements of 
Assembly Bills 1317 (Unbundled Parking) and 894 (Shared Parking), and 
remove minimum parking requirements citywide in alignment with the 
City’s Housing Element and recent Council directive. The proposed 
Ordinance and related Resolution are exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because the actions consist of 
administrative and regulatory updates that implement State law and do not 
authorize or approve any physical development. Additionally, the actions 
are exempt under applicable statutory, categorical, and common-sense 
CEQA exemptions. A Notice of Exemption will be filed following final 
approval. 

 
Mayor Heilman opened the public hearing. 
 
There were no disclosures from the City Council. 
 
City Clerk Melissa Crowder stated that the public hearing was noticed as 
required by law. 
 
Director of Community Development Nick Maricich introduced Contract 
Planner Jordan Parrish, who provided background information as outlined 
in the staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
The following speakers provided public comment in Council Chambers: 
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ANITA GOSWAMI, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to portions 
of the proposed parking code amendments, noting they are overly broad, 
weaken local parking protections, and could negatively impact residents 
who rely on nearby parking, particularly those with mobility challenges.  
 
BRAD KEISTLER, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to reducing 
parking requirements, citing personal experience with parking shortages in 
dense neighborhoods and noting that West Hollywood should maintain 
adequate parking to meet residents' needs. 
 
HELEN KRIEGER, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in support of the parking 
reforms, noting that eliminating parking minimums would increase housing 
choice, reduce housing costs, and allow developers and residents greater 
flexibility based on their needs.  
 
SCOTT EPSTEIN, LOS ANGELES, spoke in support of the proposed 
reforms, stating that parking minimums increase housing costs, constrain 
development, and should be eliminated to support housing production and 
sustainable transportation goals.  
 
IGNACIO DARNAUDE, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition of 
eliminating parking minimums, noting that residents continue to rely 
heavily on automobiles and that reducing parking requirements would 
benefit developers while worsening parking shortages and neighborhood 
impacts.  
 
KYLE BRAZEAL, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to the 
proposal, contending that the City should improve transit alternatives 
before reducing parking requirements and warning that the changes could 
make daily life more difficult for current residents.  
 
STEPHEN POST, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in support of the reforms, 
noting that parking minimums unnecessarily increase housing costs and 
that West Hollywood's walkability and transit options make it appropriate 
to allow projects to determine parking needs based on market demand.  
 
STEVE MARTIN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to the 
proposal, noting that West Hollywood has long faced parking shortages 
and that removing parking minimums would fail to address current 
resident and business needs while relying on assumptions about future 
transportation patterns.  
 
The following individual submitted a Citizen Position Slip in support of 
Agenda Item: 
 
KEVIN BURTON, WEST HOLLYWOOD 
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The following individuals submitted a Citizen Position Slip in opposition of 
Agenda Item: 
 
ELYSE EISENGER, WEST HOLLYWOOD 
 
EDD HOLMAN, WEST HOLLYWOOD 

 
Mayor Heilman closed the public hearing.  
 
Councilmembers spoke in support of updating the City's parking 
regulations to comply with state law, while expressing differing views on 
eliminating parking minimums beyond state requirements; discussion 
focused on balancing housing affordability and development flexibility with 
concerns about parking availability, tenant protections, transparency, 
accessibility, and the need to ensure residents are adequately informed 
and protected as parking policies evolve.  Council discussed, but did not 
formally direct, potential future work on tenant and parking-user 
protections. The City Council continued the item and requested staff to 
return with the item distinguishing between provisions required by state 
law and provisions that reflect local policy choices.  

 
ACTIONS: This Public Hearing was continued to the June 29, 2026, City 
Council meeting.  

 
C.6. ZONE TEXT AMENDMENT AND SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT TO 

STREAMLINE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT REVIEW FOR QUALIFYING 
HOUSING PROJECTS [N. MARICICH, J. ALKIRE, F. CONTRERAS, T. 
FARRIS, M. MONTENEGRO]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider an ordinance approving a Zone 
Text Amendment (ZTA) and Specific Plan Amendment (SPA) to 
streamline the Development Permit review process for qualifying housing 
and mixed-use housing projects that comply with applicable objective 
standards and state housing law. This item is not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  
ACTION: This Public Hearing was continued to the June 29, 2026, City 
Council meeting.  

 
D. LEGISLATIVE:  
 

D.1. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD AMENDING 
PORTIONS OF TITLE 2 (ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL), 
ARTICLE 1 (CITY ADMINISTRATION), SECTION 2.08.030 (CITY 
OFFICES – HOURS) OF THE WEST HOLLYWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE 
[J. JIMENEZ, M. CROWDER, L. MORALES]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider introducing on first reading an 
ordinance amending Section 2.080.030 of the West Hollywood Municipal 
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Code to replace “César E. Chávez Day” with “Farmworkers Day” as a City 
holiday observed on the last Monday in March. 
ACTION: This Item was moved to the Consent Calendar. 
 

D.2. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD AMENDING 
WEST HOLLYWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 2.08.070(b) TO 
INCREASE COMPENSATION FOR CITY COUNCILMEMBERS TO 
$1,897.24 PER MONTH [J. JIMENEZ, M. CROWDER, L. MORALES]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider amending Section 2.080.070(b) 
of the West Hollywood Municipal Code to increase the compensation for 
City Councilmembers to $1,897.27 per month.   
 
The following speaker provided public comment in Council Chambers: 
 
MIKE NUTTALL, WEST HOLLYWOOD, thanked the City Council for all 
their efforts.  
 
ACTION: Introduced on first reading Ordinance No. 26-11: “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD AMENDING WEST 
HOLLYWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 2.08.070(b) TO INCREASE 
COMPENSATION FOR CITY COUNCILMEMBERS.” Motion by 
Councilmember Erickson, seconded by Mayor Heilman, and 
approved (4/0). 

 
E. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

E.1. FISCAL YEARS 2026-27 & 2027-28 TWO-YEAR OPERATING BUDGET 
AND CAPITAL WORK PLAN [J. ROCCO, O. JONES, M. LINDLEY]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider adopting the City of West 
Hollywood Two-Year Operating Budget and Capital Work Plan for Fiscal 
Years 2026-27 & 2027-28 (FY 2027 & FY 2028). 
 
City Manager Jackie Rocco, along with Interim Director of Finance and 
Technology Onyx Jones, introduced Budget Officer Melissa Lindley, who 
provided background information as outlined in the staff report dated June 
15, 2026. 
 
The following speakers provided public comment in Council Chambers: 

 
ANITA GOSWAMI, WEST HOLLYWOOD, commended staff for the 
budget's transparency and organization while urging the City to provide 
regular financial updates and quarterly reviews of unfunded projects and 
spending commitments. 
 
JAY HANDAL, LOS ANGELES, urged the Council to restore the cannabis 
business tax rebate, noting that the industry is struggling financially and 
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that eliminating the incentive could lead to additional business closures 
and reduced tax revenue.  
 
SUSY BORLIDO, on behalf of Sustainable Works, requested continued 
funding for the Green Business Certification Program, highlighting its 
environmental benefits, support for small businesses, and role in 
implementing the City's climate goals. City Manager Rocco indicated that 
$232,510 in funding for the Green Business Program had been allocated 
for FY 27.  
 
DIANE FORTE, on behalf of SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON, spoke 
in support of continuing funding for the Green Business Certification 
Program, emphasizing its long-term success, environmental leadership, 
and value to local businesses. 
 
JONATHAN WILSON, WEST HOLLYWOOD, praised staff's budget work 
and encouraged the City to focus resources on supporting local 
businesses, reevaluating large discretionary projects, and maintaining 
disciplined budget oversight throughout the year.  
 
RON CORTES, on behalf of the LGBTQ+ COMMISSION, requested 
continued funding for the Rainbow Key Awards and highlighted the 
program's growth and significance in recognizing contributions to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 
STEVE MARTIN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, praised the City's overall fiscal 
stewardship while calling for greater transparency regarding legislative 
advocacy efforts, the restoration of the cannabis tax rebate, and 
prioritizing public safety and cleanliness improvements in the Rainbow 
District over additional promotional spending.  
 
Councilmembers thanked staff for developing a balanced and transparent 
budget, emphasized the importance of maintaining fiscal responsibility 
amid economic uncertainty, and discussed priorities, including support for 
local businesses, cannabis industry assistance, neighborhood marketing 
programs, community events, technology and cybersecurity investments, 
legislative transparency, cultural programming, and evaluating the City's 
growing number of special events, conferences, and capital projects. 
Councilmembers also expressed interest in improving oversight of 
spending, leveraging sponsorships, and ensuring City resources are 
directed toward programs that provide measurable community benefit.  

 
The City Council approved the budget with the following amendments: 
 

• Increase funding for WeHo Loves Locals by $80,000.  
• Increase Rainbow District Marketing funding by $125,000.  
• Add $100,000 for Eastside Marketing.  
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• Increase Cannabis Marketing/Emerald Village funding by $150,000 
(restoring funding to prior levels).  

• Increase funding for the Russian Library by $10,000.  
• Increase funding for the Mishka Festival by $28,000.  
• Extend the 2% cannabis tax rebate, resulting in a $390,000 

reduction in revenue.  
• Offset these additions by reducing the Sunset Strip Music Festival 

contingency budget by $1 million and reducing special council 
program funding by $50,000.  
 

The Council also directed the Finance Budget Subcommittee to further 
evaluate and return with recommendations regarding: 

 
• Council travel, conferences, and event attendance policies.  
• Co-sponsored events and event funding priorities.  
• Consolidation of advisory board and commission awards programs.  
• The future of the cannabis rebate and marketing programs.  
• Potential Black History Month programming and funding options.  
• The San Vicente Sky Sanctuary/Streetscape project and other 

long-term capital projects.  
 
The City Council approved the Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget, department 
and capital work plans, special events funding, and related budget 
resolutions, as amended, and authorized staff to make minor technical 
and clerical adjustments necessary to implement the approved changes.  

 
ACTIONS: 1) Adopted Resolution No. 26-048: “A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD ADOPTING THE 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027” (Attachment A) as specified in the 
Statement of Changes to Fund Balance, or as amended by the City 
Council; 2) Adopted the department and capital work plans presented in 
the Two-Year Operating Budget and Capital Work Plan, as previously 
provided to the City Council and the public on the City’s website, 
www.weho.org/budget; 3) Approved the list of Pre-Approved 
Organizations and Events for City Councilmembers to attend at the City’s 
expense (Attachment B); 4) Approved the list of Budgeted Special Events 
(Attachment C); 5) Approved and/or Deny budget requests identified 
during the May 18th Budget Study Session summary (Attachment D); and 
6) Approved the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Citywide Salary Schedule reflecting 
all City positions and associated salaries to meet the California Public 
Employees' Retirement System requirements of Government Code § 
20636(b)(1) and California Code of Regulations § 570.5 (Attachment F). 
Motion by Councilmember Erickson, seconded by Councilmember 
Byers, and approved (4/0). 
 

** The City Council took a short recess at 9:23 p.m. and reconvened at 9:35 p.m. 
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F. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
F.1. CONSIDERATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADVISORY 

BOARD TO THE WEST HOLLYWOOD DESIGN DISTRICT AND 
ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO LEVY AN 
ASSESSMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 [L. BIERY, P. 
KESPRADIT, L. D’AMBROSIA]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will initiate preliminary proceedings regarding 
the establishment of the West Hollywood Design District (District) for 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027. Preliminary steps include the consideration of 
approval of the District annual report and adoption of a Resolution of 
Intention to Levy an Assessment for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 and 
scheduling a Public Hearing for June 29, 2026.  
ACTION: This Item was moved to the Consent Calendar. 
 

F.2. CONSIDERATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUNSET STRIP 
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT AND ADOPTION OF A 
RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO LEVY AN ASSESSMENT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 [L. BIERY, P. KESPRADIT, L. D’AMBROSIA]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will initiate preliminary proceedings regarding 
the establishment of the Sunset Strip Business Improvement District 
(District) for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. Preliminary steps include the 
consideration of approval of the District annual report and adoption of a 
Resolution of Intention to Levy an Assessment for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 
and scheduling a Public Hearing for June 29, 2026.  
ACTION: This Item was moved to the Consent Calendar. 
 

F.3. LEVY OF ANNUAL ASSESSMENT FOR SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-
2027 PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE LANDSCAPE AND 
LIGHTING ACT OF 1972 [L. BIERY, P. KESPRADIT, L. D’AMBROSIA]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider adopting a Resolution of 
Intention for the Proposed Levy of Assessments for the Santa Monica 
Boulevard Maintenance District (District) for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 which 
will provide for holiday decorations; and set a public hearing for June 29, 
2026.  
ACTION: This Item was moved to the Consent Calendar. 

 
F.4. HOUSING ELEMENT IMPLEMENTATION – COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 

FEASIBILITY STUDY AND POTENTIAL IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGY [N. MARICICH, J. ALKIRE, F. CONTRERAS, A. STAUBER, 
S. CAMPBELL, A. BARTLE]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will receive an overview of the findings from 
the recent Community Land Trust Feasibility Study, discuss whether the 
City should preserve community land trust development as a potential 
affordable homeownership strategy, and provide direction on a 
partnership-based approach that could support a future pilot project if a 
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qualified partner, a viable site opportunity, and sufficient funding become 
available. This action would not establish a community land trust or 
commit the City to a specific project at this time. The study and plan have 
no potential for direct physical impacts on the environment and are thus 
not a project under State CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3). 
 
Director of Community Development Nick Maricich introduced Assistant 
Planner Adria Stauber, who provided background information as outlined 
in the staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
The following speaker provided public comment in Council Chambers: 
 
ANITA GOSWAMI, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in support of the item 
and questioned how West Hollywood's housing initiatives would 
coordinate with the newly established Westside Cities Council of 
Governments Housing Trust to avoid duplication of efforts and resources, 
and urged the City to ensure that any affordable housing investments 
account for residents' transportation needs by providing adequate parking 
and supporting mobility options rather than reducing access for those who 
rely on cars.  
 
Judith Taylor of HR&A Advisors clarified that the study used the median 
condominium sale price as a standard benchmark to measure 
affordability, noting that even lower-priced units remain out of reach for 
many West Hollywood residents in response to Councilmember inquiries. 
She stated that the proposed Community Land Trust (CLT) would partner 
with existing CLTs and affordable housing developers to create 
permanently affordable homeownership opportunities. Staff added that the 
newly formed Westside Cities Council of Governments (WSCOG) Housing 
Trust could become a potential funding source for West Hollywood 
housing initiatives, including a future CLT, and will return to the City 
Council for consideration. 

 
ACTIONS:  1) Received and filed the attached Community Land Trust 
Feasibility Study prepared by HR&A Advisors; 2) Directed staff to pursue a 
partnership-first implementation strategy centered on outreach to existing 
community land trust (“CLT”) organizations and mission-aligned 
development partners to assess interest, capacity, and potential fit for a 
future West Hollywood pilot project; 3) Directed staff to monitor and 
pursue local, County, State, and Federal funding opportunities that could 
support predevelopment, acquisition, rehabilitation or construction, 
stewardship, and homebuyer assistance for a future pilot project; and 4) 
Authorized the City Manager, or designee, to apply for appropriate grant 
opportunities as they arise and return to the City Council with any 
proposed agreement, local match request, use of Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund resources, or implementation framework necessary to advance 

Docusign Envelope ID: 14199C15-DF04-83EC-81A9-D961FC494B53



City Council Minutes 
Monday, June 15, 2026 
Page 22  
 

a future pilot project. Motion by Councilmember Erickson, seconded 
by Mayor Heilman, and approved (4/0). 
 

F.5. APPOINTMENTS TO THE OLDER ADULTS ADVISORY BOARD, 
RUSSIAN-SPEAKING ADVISORY BOARD, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
ADVISORY BOARD [J. JIMENEZ, M. CROWDER, L. MORALES]: 
SUBJECT:  The Mayor and City Councilmembers will make direct 
appointments to fill vacancies on the Older Adults Advisory Board, 
Russian-Speaking Advisory Board, and Social Justice Advisory Board. 
Specifically, Mayor Heilman will make an appointment to the Older Adults 
Advisory Board, Councilmember Byers will make an appointment to the 
Russian-Speaking Advisory Board, and Councilmembers Erickson and 
Meister will make their appointments to the Social Justice Advisory Board. 
ACTION: This Item was moved to the Consent Calendar. 

 
F.6. DIRECTION TO EVALUATE POTENTIAL MODIFICATIONS TO 

TEMPORARY ADVERTISEMENT INSTALLATIONS UNDER THE 
SUNSET ARTS & ADVERTISING PROGRAM AND SPECIAL EVENT 
PERMITS RELATED TO LONG-TERM ACTIVATIONS [C. BYERS]: 
SUBJECT:  The City Council will consider directing Staff to evaluate 
potential modifications to the requirements of Section 8 of the Sunset 
Boulevard Off-Site Signage Policy (Policy) related to Temporary 
Advertising Installations, including potential increases to the number and 
duration of allowable installations and review of permitted activation types.  
Councilmember Byers provided background information as outlined in the 
staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
Councilmember Byers provided background information as outlined in the 
staff report dated June 15, 2026. 

 
Councilmembers spoke in support of exploring modifications to the City's 
arts and advertising program to encourage temporary activations, 
community events, and public-private partnerships that could bring 
amenities and programming to West Hollywood while reducing City costs. 
Discussion focused on leveraging advertising opportunities to activate 
underutilized properties and public spaces, generate community benefits, 
and attract private investment, while ensuring any future program changes 
do not create unintended incentives for long-term property vacancies or 
negatively impact residents and the surrounding environment. 

 
ACTIONS:  1) Directed Staff to evaluate potential modifications to the 
requirements of Section 8 of the Policy related to Temporary Advertising 
Installations, including potential increases to the number and duration of 
allowable installations, review of permitted activation types and 
operational standards, and any related amendments to the Zoning 
Ordinance, Municipal Code, the Policy and other Sunset Arts & 
Advertising Program (SAAP) requirements, and/or administrative 
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procedures necessary to implement such changes. Staff’s review should 
evaluate potential modifications to eligibility criteria, location standards, 
operational standards, public benefit requirements, and related permitting 
procedures; 2) Directed Staff to evaluate potential modifications to the 
special events permit requirements to allow for longer-term activations; 
and 3) Directed Staff to return to the City Council with recommendations 
for further consideration. Motion by Councilmember Byers, seconded 
by Councilmember Erickson, and approved (4/0). 

 
F.7. COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS REGARDING ANDES VIRUS 

(HANTAVIRUS), EBOLA, AND OTHER POTENTIAL AND EMERGING 
PUBLIC HEALTH THREATS [L. MEISTER, D. HANG]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider directing staff to be prepared to 
provide community education and resources about Andes Virus and 
Ebola, as well as other potential and emerging public health threats, if 
needed. This includes sharing information on the City’s website and 
preparing a stockpile of supplies in case of an expanded emergency.    
ACTION: This Item was moved to the Consent Calendar. 

 
F.8. INCREASE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES BY 

REGULATING STORAGE SPACE AND OTHER AMENITIES IN NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS [L. MEISTER]: 
SUBJECT: The City Council will consider directing Staff to evaluate 
potential regulations for storage space and other amenity spaces in new 
residential developments in order to increase affordable housing 
opportunities. 
 
Councilmember Meister provided background information as outlined in 
the staff report dated June 15, 2026. 
 
The following individuals provided public comment in Council Chambers: 
 
ANITA GOSWAMI, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in support of this item, 
noting that it would close a loophole that allows developers to designate 
space as storage or amenities during permitting and later convert it to 
residential units, potentially reducing affordable housing requirements. 
She also encouraged staff to coordinate the effort with ongoing housing 
policy work already approved by the City, noting that doing so could help 
ensure additional housing units are created and that affordability 
requirements are properly applied. 
 
The following individual submitted a Citizen Position Slip in support of 
Agenda Item: 
 
KYLE BRAZEAL, WEST HOLLYWOOD 
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Councilmembers expressed concern that some developers may be 
exploiting loopholes in state ADU laws by initially proposing projects with 
fewer units and more storage or parking areas, then later converting those 
spaces into residential units to avoid inclusionary housing requirements. 
The discussion focused on preserving affordable housing opportunities, 
preventing circumvention of City policies, clarifying zoning definitions, and 
exploring ways to ensure that new developments comply with the intent of 
both local affordability requirements and state housing laws. 
Councilmembers generally supported studying potential zoning 
amendments and pursuing legislative clarification where necessary. The 
Council directed staff to study the issue and return with recommendations 
for a zoning text amendment that would clarify definitions related to 
existing buildings and conversions of storage, amenity, and parking 
spaces to residential units, with the goal of closing loopholes that may 
allow developers to avoid affordable housing requirements. The Council 
also expressed interest in pursuing legislative advocacy to clarify state law 
if needed. 

 
ACTIONS: 1) Directed Staff to evaluate potential regulations for storage 
space and other amenity spaces in new residential developments and 
prepare a zone text amendment with a recommendation for consideration; 
and 2) Directed Staff to work with the City’s lobbyist to lobby for 
amendments to State law to address amenity space loopholes in ADU 
laws and support the development of affordable housing. Motion by 
Councilmember Meister, seconded by Councilmember Byers, and 
approved (4/0). 

 
EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR: None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
DAVID NASH, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke regarding concerns about accessibility 
barriers at WeHo Pride and throughout the City, urging improvements to parade 
accommodations, curb ramps, crosswalk markings, and wheelchair accessibility at 
major intersections. 
 
LYN ETCETERA, WEST HOLLYWOOD, encouraged the City to explore acquiring the 
former Coyote Studios property for public uses, including parking, affordable housing, 
childcare, recreational facilities, and other community-serving amenities. 
 
JOHN O’BRIEN, LOS ANGELES, spoke regarding concerns with the City’s handling of 
booth access and enforcement actions during WeHo Pride, alleging violations of free 
speech rights and unequal treatment of his organization, Out Against War. 
 
SHANE QUE HEE, LOS ANGELES, advocates for peace, nonviolence, and greater 
inclusion of diverse viewpoints within the LGBTQ+ community and public events.  
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DIANE FORTE, on behalf of SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON, thanked City staff for 
their partnership, encouraged residents to prepare for potential power outages, and 
promoted available utility assistance and emergency preparedness programs. 
 
KODY CHRISTIANSEN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, expressed support for housing 
development with thoughtful planning, urging the City to proactively pursue a Transit-
Oriented Development Alternative Plan (TODAP) and prepare for future growth rather 
than waiting for state action. 
 
BUFFALO, WEST HOLLYWOOD, urged the City to support aquatic center employees' 
efforts to unionize, noting that aquatic aides and lifeguards share common working 
conditions and should be allowed to organize together. 
 
KELLEY PILARSKI, WEST HOLLYWOOD, advocated for housing, multimodal 
transportation, walkable urban development, and planning policies that reflect the needs 
and preferences of younger generations seeking less dependence on private vehicles. 
 
RICHARD EASTMAN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, thanked the City for recognizing his 
community contributions while also expressing concerns about free speech protections, 
public expression, and enforcement actions affecting activists and community members. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND MEETING ATTENDANCE REPORTS:   
 
Councilmember Erickson reported his attendance at the Liability Trust Fund Oversight 
Board meetings, the Harvey Milk Day celebration, WeHo Pride Arts Festival, Maysky 
Classical Night Concert, Rotary’s 100 Years in Hollywood event, Contract Cities 
Legislative Committee meetings, the swearing-in of Arts and Cultural Affairs 
Commissioner Trevor, Jewish American Heritage Month programming, WeHo Pride 
events, the LA Pride Parade with Equality California, a Westside Cities COG meeting, 
the Kaleidoscope event, the Pride House Party, the World Cup Fan Zone, and the 40th 
Anniversary of the Helen Albert Farmers Market. Councilmember Erickson praised 
WeHo Pride 2026, describing it as a joyful, inclusive, and exceptionally well-executed 
event that reflected the community's spirit. He thanked City staff, JJLA, public safety 
personnel, volunteers, and community partners for their work, highlighted the strong 
attendance and positive energy throughout Pride weekend, and commended the World 
Cup Fan Zone and Farmers Market anniversary celebration. He also expressed 
appreciation for the community's support and congratulations following his recent 
electoral milestone and looked forward to continuing his service to the community. 
 
Councilmember Byers reported her attendance at the National League of Cities 
Transportation and Infrastructure Services Committee meeting, the Metro Service 
Council meeting, the Los Angeles County Affordable Housing Solutions Agency 
(LACAHSA) Board meeting, the California League of Cities Transportation, Public 
Works and Communications Committee meeting, the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) Regional Council and CEHD Policy Committee meetings, and 
her final meeting as SCAG CEHD Policy Committee Chair, in addition to numerous 
community events throughout the City. Councilmember Byers celebrated the success of 
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WeHo Pride 2026, highlighting the popularity of the Women's Freedom Festival, strong 
community participation throughout Pride Weekend, and the event's significant 
economic and cultural impact. She also praised the Summer of Soccer Fan Zone at 
Plummer Park for creating a vibrant community gathering space, welcomed the City's 
new Drag Laureate, recognized Pickle's contributions to the community, and suggested 
including a representative from the Arts and Cultural Affairs Commission on a City 
working group to strengthen arts programming. She concluded her comments by 
congratulating Councilmember Erickson on his recent electoral success and expressed 
confidence in his upcoming campaign. 
 
Councilmember Meister reported her attendance at community events, including Harvey 
Milk Day, the Russian-Speaking Community Awards Presentation, the Mishka Festival, 
the Jewish American Heritage Month Program, WeHo Pride events, the Plummer Park 
Community Briefing, Pride House, and the WeHo Fan Zone. Councilmember Meister 
praised the success of the Drag Laureate Program and thanked outgoing Drag Laureate 
Pickle for her contributions to the community. She also expressed appreciation to staff 
and consultants for their work on the Plummer Park Comprehensive Improvement 
Program, emphasizing that the Steering Committee should include balanced 
representation and meaningful community participation from the outset. Additionally, 
she promoted the City's upcoming Juneteenth celebration and extended Father's Day 
wishes to residents. 
 
Mayor Heilman reported his attendance at the Abbey's 35th Anniversary celebration, 
Maysky Classical Night, Harvey Milk Day, WeHo Pride Festival, meetings of the 
Sanitation District and City Selection Committee, Kaleidoscope, the World Cup Fan 
Zone, a send-off event for local participants attending the Gay Games in Valencia, and 
the 40th Anniversary of the Farmers Market. Mayor Heilman praised WeHo Pride's 
success, describing it as a memorable and well-executed community celebration. He 
noted concerns raised regarding the process for selecting Pride participants and 
honorees, suggesting that greater transparency and public understanding of how those 
decisions are made may be warranted. He also directed staff to work with operators of a 
popular Ariana Grande-themed pop-up activation at Santa Monica Boulevard and La 
Cienega Boulevard to better manage crowds, visitor comfort, and related impacts on the 
surrounding area. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: The City Council adjourned at 10:33 P.M. in memory of Barney 
Frank and David Hockney to its next adjourned regular meeting, which will be on 
Monday, June 29, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. at West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room - 
Council Chambers. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of West 
Hollywood at an adjourned regular meeting held this 29th day of June 2026, by the 
following vote: 
 

AYES:  Councilmember: Byers, Erickson, Meister, Vice Mayor Hang, 
and Mayor Heilman.   

NOES: Councilmember: None. 
ABSENT: Councilmember: None. 
ABSTAIN: Councilmember: None. 

 
 

_________________________________ 
                                                                          JOHN HEILMAN, MAYOR 
 
  
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
MELISSA CROWDER, CITY CLERK 
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