CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD
DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
DRAFTED MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2026
6:00 PM

PLUMMER PARK - ROOMS 5 & 6
7377 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD

CALL TO ORDER:
Chair Nash called the meeting to order at 6:00pm and Michelle Liberman read
the Land Acknowledgement.

A. ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Boardmember Dore
Boardmember Green
Boardmember Semonco
Boardmember Smith
Boardmember Watts

Vice-Chair Leathem

Chair Nash
ABSENT: None
ALSO Michelle Liberman, Social Services Program Administrator

PRESE G Amy Valdepeiia, Commission Secretary, Human Services Specialist

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Boardmember Dore led the Pledge of Allegiance.

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
The Disabilities Advisory Board is requested to approve the meeting
agenda for June 24, 2026.

ACTION: Motion to approve the meeting agenda by Boardmember Dore
and seconded by Boardmember Green and approved by roll call vote.

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1 ITEM 1.D


https://www.weho.org/home/showdocument?id=65519&t=639173876377410716

The Disabilities Advisory Board is requested to approve the minutes of
the April 22, 2026, and May 27, 2026, meeting.

ACTION: Boardmember Smith moved to approve the minutes of the
April 22, 2026, meeting, seconded by Boardmember Nash. The motion
carried by roll call vote, with Boardmember Watts, and Vice-Chair
Leathem abstaining.

Chair Nash moved to approve the minutes of the May 27, 2026, meeting,
seconded by Vice-Chair Leathem. The motion carried by roll call vote,
with Boardmember Dore, Smith, and Boardmember Green abstaining.

PUBLIC COMMENT

WENDY GOLDMAN, WEST HOLLYWOOD RESIDENT - urged the City
to prioritize investments in accessible infrastructure, including to exceed
ADA standards. She emphasized the importance of preparing for
increased pedestrian activity ahead of the 2028 Olympics and called for
action to address delivery robots and scooters obstructing sidewalks to
ensure safe and accessible travel for all residents.

KYLE BREZEAL, WESTHOLLYWOOD RESIDENT- encouraged the City
to expand outreach to increase awareness of services available to older
adults and people with disabilities, including exploring new ways to reach
specific populations. He also encouraged community leaders to walk City
streets to identify and report sidewalk accessibility barriers through the
WeHo app and emphasized the importance of proactively addressing
accessibility issues

CAROLYN BIRDIE MANSAGER, WEST HOLLYWOOD RESIDENT-
provided public comment in American Sign Language (ASL), introduced
herself, and emphasized the importance of making ASL interpretation
readily available at public meetings to improve accessibility and inclusion
for Deaf community members.

STEPHANIE J HARKER, WEST HOLLYOOD RESIDENT- echoed
Carolyn’s comments, expressing support for providing ASL interpretation
at all public meetings rather than requiring individuals to request the
accommodation in advance. She emphasized that proactively providing
ASL interpretation promotes equitable access for the Deaf community.

DAN WENTZEL, WEST HOLLYWOOD RESIDENT - liaison from the
Transportation and Mobility Commission, expressed appreciation for the
opportunity to learn from the Disabilities Advisory Board and emphasized
the importance of accessible, televised meetings. He also informed the
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Board that the City is conducting a comprehensive study of its
transportation services, including fixed-route transit and existing
transportation programs, to evaluate current and future community needs.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

A.

PRESENTATION BY WORLD HARVEST CHARITIES AND FAMILY
SERVICES ON PROGRAMS AND_ SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR
COMMUNITY MEMBERS

The Disabilities Advisory Board received a presentation from Krissia
Serpas, Director of Communications and Grant Development for World
Harvest Charities and Family Services, and Glen Curado, Founder of
World Harvest Food Bank, regarding the organization's programs and
services, including new food access opportunities available in West
Hollywood. The presentation included an overview of the food distribution
program, fresh grocery offerings, program operations, and distribution
schedule.

Board members thanked the presenters for their commitment to serving
the community and discussed opportunities to further improve food
accessibility for people with disabilities and older adults. The Board
suggested exploring transportation assistance for individuals who may
have difficulty traveling to distribution sites, as well as identifying ways to
provide carts, reusable bags, or other supports to assist participants in
transporting groceries home.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

DAN WENTZEL, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD and liaison to the
Transportation and Mobility Commission, expressed support for providing
carts to assist individuals transporting food and noted that some
community members do not have access to a vehicle. He also suggested
exploring the use of the City's robotic delivery program to help deliver food
to individuals who are unable to access distribution sites.

STEPHANIE HARKER, CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD expressed
support for providing carts to assist individuals transporting food and
emphasized the importance of reducing the stigma associated with
accessing food assistance.

ACTION: Presentation received and discussed.
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B. 2026 DISABILITY SERVICE AWARDS RULES AND PROCEDURES
Each year, in recognition of Disabilities Awareness Month in October, the
Disabilities Advisory Board reviews and adopts the Disability Service
Award Rules and Procedures, which govern eligibility, nominations,
voting, and award selection for the annual awards.

The Board reviewed the 2026 Disability Service Award Rules and
Procedures in preparation for opening the nomination period.

ACTION: Boardmember Smith moved to approve the 2026 Disability
Service Award Rules and Procedures, including opening the nomination
period on July 1, 2026, and closing it on August 19, 2026. The motion was
seconded by Chair Nash and approved by roll call vote, noting the
absence of Boardmember Dore.

EXCLUDED CONSENT: None

ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS

BOARDMEMBER SEMONCO suggested exploring a permanent display
recognizing past Disability Service Award recipients, such as banners displayed
in City Hall or the Council Chambers lobby during Disability Awareness Month.
She shared information regarding delivery robots, noting that some companies
can remotely move robots obstructing sidewalks after being contacted. She
commended Metro bus operators for providing increased assistance to riders
using wheelchairs, expressed support for the City's revised food distribution
program, and requested a future agenda item on implementing American Sign
Language (ASL) interpretation for City meetings.

BOARDMEMBER SMITH attended the Public Safety Commission meeting,
where she reiterated concerns regarding sidewalk safety and accessibility,
including delivery robots, e-scooters, and sidewalk obstructions affecting people
with disabilities. She also shared information from the Los Angeles County
Commission on Disabilities regarding potential Medi-Cal impacts and the
upcoming Government and Disabilities Summit in Ventura County, encouraging
interested Board Members and City staff to consider attending.

BOARDMEMBER WATTS requested that the meeting be adjourned in memory
of Jose Arroyo and reflected on the importance of recognizing mental health as
an invisible disability. He expressed strong support for maintaining and
expanding Disability Awareness Month recognition efforts, including preserving
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disability history banners and increasing public education regarding the
contributions of people with disabilities. He also shared concerns regarding the
City's affordable housing efforts and emphasized the continued need for housing
opportunities for residents with disabilities and those living on limited incomes.

BOARDMEMBER GREEN shared his experiences volunteering in Saipan during
disaster response efforts, reflecting on providing services to individuals with
disabilities under emergency conditions. He reported attending several City
commissions and community meetings, including the Mobility and Transportation
Commission, LGBTQ+ Commission, Social Justice Advisory Board,
Transgender Advisory Board, HIV Commission caucuses, and a UCLA CARE
Center presentation. He expressed concern regarding proposals to increase
scooter speeds, emphasized the importance of continued advocacy surrounding
sidewalk accessibility, and voiced support for improving American Sign
Language (ASL) accessibility during public meetings.

VICE CHAIR LEATHEM reminded community members experiencing emotional
distress or crisis that immediate support is available through the 988 Crisis
Lifeline.

CHAIR NASH discussed the importance of increasing the Disabilities Advisory
Board's visibility and advocacy before the City Council on issues affecting the
disability community. He presented a draft statement regarding accessibility
concerns related to delivery robots, e-scooters, bicycles, and sidewalk
obstructions, emphasizing the need for continued advocacy to improve
accessibility and public safety throughout the City.

ACTION: Board Member Smith moved to authorize Chair Nash and Board
Member Watts to represent the Disabilities Advisory Board before the City
Council and present the Board's statement regarding accessibility concerns
related to delivery robots, e-scooters, bicycles, and sidewalk obstructions,
incorporating the amendments discussed by the Board. Vice Chair Leatham
seconded the motion, approved by roll call vote, with Board Member Dore
absent.

ACTION: Vice Chair Leathem Vice Chair Leatham moved to direct staff to return
with a future agenda item to evaluate Disability Awareness Month recognition
efforts, including the future of street banners, permanent educational displays,
digital displays, and other public awareness opportunities. Chair Nash seconded
the motion, approved by roll call vote, with Board Member Dore absent.

ITEMS FROM STAFF
Staff provided a sample of the newly Human Services mailers, which are
available in three languages and include a QR code linking community members
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to the Human Services Resource Guide.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The Disabilities Advisory Board adjourned at 7:59pm to its next Regular Meeting
on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 7:59 pm at Plummer Park, 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd., Rooms 5 & 6, West Hollywood, CA 90069.

Notice: Written materials distributed to the Disabilities Advisory Board within 72 hours of this meeting are
available for public inspection immediately upon distribution at the Department of Human Services and
Rent Stabilization, 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, West Hollywood, California, 90069, during normal
business hours. They will also be available for inspection at the staff liaison’s table during the Advisory
Board meeting.
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