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West Hollywood has been my home for 36 years. I built my civil rights law practice here.  It was an honor 
to serve on your Council from 2000-2020.  Today, I’m running because the city needs experienced 
independent leadership focused on residents – not political ambitions. 
 
In recent years, the new council has drifted from critical priorities.  Political ideology, special interests and 
higher office ambition have trumped protecting our neighborhoods, supporting public safety and improving 
residents’ quality of life. 
 
I’m running to restore common sense and accountable leadership.  With longtime Councilmembers John 
Heilman and Lauren Meister termed out, both encouraged me to return and provide the experienced steady 
hand our city needs. 
 
WeHo deserves thoughtful growth – not overdevelopment.  Affordable housing includes protecting our rent-
controlled apartments, preserving historic neighborhoods and keeping WeHo unique.   I oppose eliminating 
traffic lanes on Fountain Avenue.   Bike lanes belong down on Willoughby where they can better serve 
cyclists without reducing parking, interfering with first responders and jamming all our traffic arteries. 
 
Public safety remains my top priority and I historically earned the endorsement of our sheriff deputies 
union.  West Hollywood has many vulnerable communities that require protection from hatred.   Reducing 
law enforcement funding has weakened public safety.   I will work to restore the full funding of our sheriffs 
and fire departments.  
 
We must rebuild the torn relationship between our city and chamber of commerce.   Our restaurants, hotels, 
nightclubs and entertainment venues are essential to our economy and identity.  This symbiotic relationship 
must be renewed to reduce storefront vacancies and strengthen our neighborhoods.  
 
Finally, we must confront homelessness with both compassion and a firm hand.  We should continue to help 
those who want services.   But we must also remove those individuals with severe mental health episodes 
who bring criminality onto our city streets and threaten residents and businesses alike.  
 
During my 20 years of council service, I created the West Hollywood Recovery Center site and protection 
for the Log Cabin 12 step meeting facility.  I created the free nighttime shuttle, rainbow crosswalks, 
neighborhood dog parks, AIDS monument and new design for West Hollywood Park, pool and library.   I 
tripled the budget for our fine arts programming and required adequate parking for all proposed new 
developments.   I have a record of tenant protections under our ordinance and building long term prudent 
reserves for the city.   
 
I respectfully ask for your vote to bring pragmatic common sense back to City Hall.   
 
http://www.duranforwehocouncil2026/ 


