Statement of: Joel Zaldivar
Candidate for: City Councilmember
City of West Hollywood

Being a resident of the proudest city in America, I’m excited to run for West Hollywood City Council
and address the diverse wants and needs of our residents and local business owners.

As the son of Cuban refugees, I saw firsthand that hard work, dedication and persistence led my parents
to achieve a better life for our family of 7. That same work ethic drove me to start my own small business
right in the heart of West Hollywood, OPVS. A neighborhood gym that evolved into a safe space for
the community to come together, get strong and feel seen.

I hold a B.S. in Political Science which I’ll use to shape public policy that can better the daily lives
of our residents and businesses. I also hold a B.A. in International Studies and find myself in a unique
position to understand the multicultural diversity that makes up our great city.

Small businesses are fundamental to a thriving community. I will spearhead the creation of a
Commercial Rent Stabilization Division to tackle the ever-increasing price of goods and services,
driven by a largely speculative and greedy commercial market. Small business owners are being strong
armed into leases that force their hand into increasing prices to our residents. I will take immediate
action to stop this endless cycle.

Safety is paramount. Safety for our seniors, our marginalized communities, our Russian speaking
residents, our businesses and our tourist economy. [ will champion the creation of the West Hollywood
Police Department. We have become too reliant on Los Angeles for our policing. Our city's needs are
multifaceted, and our police force needs to reflect the complex relationship many in our community
have already experienced.

I will pioneer the creation of the UPP (Universal Parking Pass) for city residents. We need a complete
overhaul of our Residential Parking Division. Aggressive ticketing practices create an unaffordable
burden on our community. Our streets have become a complex web of signs that all too often act as a
punishment and not a privilege to our residents.

To know me is to understand that my deep sense of personal responsibility and work ethic is rooted in
my love for my partner, my children, my friends, and this beautiful city I call home. I hope to be lucky
enough to garner your support and your vote in this upcoming election. Please visit
www.joel4weho.com or email: vote@joel4weho.com
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